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You think 
politicians 
don’t matter? 
She knows 

better 


Oxfam report attacks the West's unbending 
and self-serving approach to Third World debt 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


Western politicians and the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
have been attacked for ob- 
structing policies that could 
save the lives of more than 3 
. million children in Africa and 
Latin America. 

Oxfam yesterday criticised 
both the IMF and leaders from 
the Group of Seven industrial 
countries for lack of vision, be- 
cause of their efforts to block 
reductions in the payments that 
some of the poorest countries 
in the world must make to the 
very richest. 

the aid charity said that the 
IMF. along with the German. 
Japanese and American Gov- 
ernments had been ‘•systemat- 
ically undermining'' financial 
relief for countries such as 
Uganda and Bolivia, even 
though they bad an excellent 
record of economic reform. 

It praised Britain for its ef- 
forts to reduce their developing 
world debt burdens: Kenneth 
Clarke is the politician who has 
done more than anyone to gel 
the debt Issue onto the world’s 
agenda. But generally. British 
politicians have been silent dur- 
ing the election campaign about 
the hnure of our contributions 
to the developing world. 

The Conservative manifesto 
does not mention aid. while 
Lahour's affir ms its commit- 
ment in principle to spending 
1.7 per cent of national in- 
line on overseas aid. But both 
I he main parties arc committed 
lo spending plans that cut the 
overseas aid budget. 


The total cost of the falter- 
ing plan to reduce debt inter- 
est payments to the IMF and 
World Bank by desperately 
poor countries like Uganda. 
Ethiopia. Rwanda and Mozam- 
bique, is between $5.6bn and 
S7.7bn - equivalent to the an- 
nual spending cm running shoes 


6 The total cost 
of the plan is 
equivalent to the 
US’s annual 
spending on 
running shoes 9 


in the US, or the sum by which 
Britain's Treasury got its fore- 
cast for last year’s government 
borrowing wrong. 

These modest debt relief 
proposals, agreed despite IMF 
objections in Washington last 
October after a two-year British 
initiative, were due to come into 
effect early this year, for the 
countries with the best eco- 
nomic records. But officials ad- 
mit that none of the heavily 
indebted developing countries 
is now likely to benefit before 
the end of next year. Many will 
have to wait at least six more 
years. 

According to Oxfam ‘s calcu- 
lations, this will mean Uganda 
making extra interest payments 


amounting to six times its na- 
tional health budget this year, 
or more than-the cost of pro- 
viding primary education 
for four children in every 
family. 

A 12-month delay will cost 
Bolivia twice its health budget, 
or 17 times its planned spend- 
ing on clean water and sanita- 
tion. 

The heavily indebted very 
poor countries have the lowest 
human welfare indicators in 
the world, according to UN sta- 
tistics. 

The plan to reduce the bur- 
den of debt repayments has run 
into trouble because of a 
change of heart on the part of 
the US Government. It has de- 
cided to demand extra free 
market reforms along the lines 
the of the “shock therapy” 
the IMF has put into practice 
in Eastern Europe as a condi- 
tion of reduced interest pay- 
ments . 

This switch by its biggest 
shareholder puts those opposed 
to early debt relief in a major- 
ity on the Fund’s board. The 
plan, pronounced a “done deal” 
by IMF managing director 
Michel Camdessus, last Octo- 
ber, is now in danger of collapse. 

British officials will continue 
to push for rapid implementa- 
tion, but the general election 
campaign means no minister 
will be present in Washington 
for the Fund's mid-year meet- 
ing at the end of this month. 

Sources dose to Mr Clarke 
said he remained committed to 
seeing the debt package get 
through. Clare Short, shadow 
Minister for Overseas Devel- 



Second-dass citizen: A child labourer in Bolivia. Health care, access to dean water and 
sanitation for the thousands like her is under threat Photograph: Stuart Franklin/Magnurp 


opment, said: “The interna- 
tional financial institutions must 
not be allowed to renege on 
commitments to the world’s 
poorest countries.” 

The World Bank is also keen 
to prevent a delay. Its president. 
James Walfensohn, has staked 
his reputation on doing a bet- 
ter job of alleviating poverty. 

Officials at the two Wash- 
ington-based institutions speak 


privately of serious, “high lev- 
el” tension between the Bank 
and the Fund. 

The latest obstades will not 
hold up a bigger debt relief 
package agreed by individual 
rich country governments with 
their impoverished debtors. 
But it is important because the 
IMF has tied its agreement to 
tough economic reform pro- 
grammes. 


Politicians in the debtor 
countries say that unless they get 
the extra relief as soon as pos- 
sible, support for socially 
painful reforms could evapo- 
rate. 

Oxfam warned: “The rest of 
the world will not be immune 
to the humanitarian and eco- 
nomic consequences of dealing 
with a growing number of 
Zaires, L&erias and Rwandas." 


THE INDEPENDENT 

HARRIS POLL 


Today's Independentittaxm 
poll shims Labour maintaining 

an IS-pnjnt lead, with the nar- 

rowing of the gap fr° m . I 3 ? 51 
^week's 22 points well within 
-sampling error. 

Against a background of lil- 
* lie m>*iment in public opiniua 
" the poll finds that 5b per cent 
{ think the election campaign ts 
' "boring,' - and will be glad when 
r* 1 * ‘*cf. while 36 per cent said 
^ they were “interested" and try- 

cine in follow it. 

Our findings arc in line 
pWith the average of all five 
Crmnin polls, except that the 
I, Liberal Democrats are two 
".fx lints lower, despite a change 
this t0 re mmd people 
oj i hum in Harris’s inter- 
Ijviws. 


But there is scope for move- 

ment. A quarter of voters (26 
per cent 1 say they “may change 

my mind"’ in the next two 
weeks, with Liberal Democrats 

most likely to switch (45 per 

cent) and the Conservative 

vote softer than Labour's. 

Thirty per cent of Tories 
“may change ", against only 17 
per cent of Labour support- 
ers. 

<7. U April ft Now 

Labour 52 49 

Con 30 31 

Lib Dem 12 13 

0 liters 6 6 

Harris Research interviewed 
1.136 adults face-to-face in their 

homes between 11 and 14 ApriL 


H 

fr So-Op suspends pair ! ytheindepevdent 

! election ’97 


P pciMon of nvo senior executives 

by the Cooperative VVhole- 
siiie Society yesterday, jurud sus- 
j pk-'iuns tk^i'they were involved 
1 *tth La nicy Trust, which fcssek- 
, 1(1 buv parts of the business- 

J. fctsw j|;CWIU nil ® t *P 8 * e " 


Tony Blair replies on 
Europe, page 19 
Election countdown, 
pages 9-13 


Scandal-hit Bibi says: 
I will not be removed 


Patrick Cockburn 

Jerusalem 

Benjamin Netanyahu, the Israeli 
prime minister, was Fighting 
tooth and nail for his survival 
yesterday, after the dramatic 
and unprecedented call by 
Israeli police for him to be 
prosecuted. 

Mr Netanyahu will learn on 
Sunday if he' and three associ- 
ates will be put on trial for 
“fraud and breach of trust.’' 

Mr Netanyahu insisted 
yesterday that he would not 
resign, despite the police 
recommendations revealed on 
Wednesday evening. 

“Wc are not going any- 
where.” he told a crowd of 
supporters. “We are staying in 
place where the people and 
country pul us, and wc will 
continue to lead the people.” 

Ai the Likud party head- 
quarters in Tel Aviv, he de- 
clared: “Don't let your spirits 
sink Stand strong. The truth will 
be victorious.” 



Netanyahu: Insisted he will 
not resign 

Even if he is not indicted Mr 
Netanyahu may find it difficult 
to remain prime minister for 
much longer. A government 
minister was 
as saying: 
government and the status of 
the prime minister have been 
very seriously damaged.” 


Another said' “This could be the 
end of Bibrs [Mr Netanyahu's] 
career.” 

Even if the Attorney-General 
and the state attorney decide 
against indicting Mr Netanyahu, 
the case is likely to go to appeal, 
for the Supreme Court to 
reverse the decision. 

.Shimon Feres, the previous 
prime minister and ihe leader. 
. of the Labour party, described 
- the move as “an earthquake in 
Israeli politics”. 

The scandal, known m Israel 
as the Bar-On affair, revolves 
around the appointment of an 
obscure Jerusalem lawyer called 
Roni Bar-On as Attorney- 
General in January. 

Police say Mr Netanyahu, 
together with the _ head of his 
office and the Justice Minister, 
corruptly gave the job to Mr 
r-Onst ’ 


Tzahi Hanegbi, the Justice 
Minister, and Avigdor Lieber- 
man, head of the prime minis- 
ter’s office, came as no surprise. 

But the government was 
taken by surprise by the reve- 
lation that the police want to put 
on trial the prime minister 

himself, 

Mr Netanyahu was publicly 
resolute. He met Dennis Ross, 
the US peace envoy, yesterday. 

But nobody expects any 
progress in the already troubled 
peace process while Israeli 
politics are dominated by Mr 
Netanyahu’s fi^ht to survive. 

Few would disagree with Ha- 
nan Ashrawi, a Rdestirrian min- 
ister, who said: “Until the 
situation is resolved, the peace 

process is certainly not going 
anywhere. r 


Bar- 


was quoted yesterday bargain It 
s: “The status of the leader of 


Mr Arafat said the political 
robe would offer a plea : crias is a domestic Israefi affair. 


to Aiyeh Deri, the 
‘ one’ party in the - 
governing coalition, who iron 
trial for fraud and taking bribes. 
The indictment of Mr.Deri, 


Bui he is reportedly befog 
briefed every houroo develop- 
ments. 

Leading article, page 17 
Israel’s Itatergate, page 18 
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Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


John Major.yesterday changed 
his positron on the single cur- 
rency so quiddy that Michael 
Heselline was unable to keep 
track. At ODe point yesterday 
evening, the. Deputy Prime 
Minister angrily accused a BBC 
interviewer of gross distortion 
when she asked Him about the 
latest, actual twist izi the Prime 
Minister’s thinking . 

After Mr Major had an- 
nounced that Tbry MPs would 
be let off the leash with a Com- 
mons free vote an any future de- 
cision io go into a European 
single currency, Ibny Blau- 
derided the peace offering to a 
party “in a state of dvil war”. He 
said: “There are two Tory par- 
ties, and Mr Major appears to 
be in charge of neither of them.” 

The Labour leader writes in 
today's Independent that- Mr 
Major is making policy op as he 
goes along. “A rose vote on the 
issue of monetary union 
amounts to a government 
admission that they cannot 
agree amongst themselves.” 

He says that voters have no 
idea which of the two Conser- 
vative parties would make the 
decisions, if Mr Major was 
rt-electcd. “Will it be the par- 
ty of Ken Clarke and Michael 
Heseltine. or that of John Red- 
wood and Michael Portillo?” 

The Prime Minister earlier 
opened another astonishing 
day of dramatic developments 
on his party’s European policy 
by slipping out a hint that Con- 
servative backbenchers might be 
given die Commons free vote on 
the question of single currency 
membership. 

Answering a question at his 
morning press conference, Mr 
Major said that while such 
decisions were taken at the 
time, “on constitutional matters 
I don’t rule out the question of 
a free vote amongst back- 
benchers in the House of Com- 
mons.” 

That hint of a free vote was 


promptly welcomed by Euro- 
sceptics and pro-Europeans 
alike. Kenneth Clarke, the 
Chancellor, told BBC Radio 4's 
The World at One programme: 

“I think it will help address the 
present difficulty.” 

The “difficulty”, he ex- 
plained. was that MI’S were pro- ■■ 

judging the issue, when the 
decision should be taken once 
the terms of entry had been } 

negotiated the Cabinet line 
that has been defied by minis- 
ters and candidates all week. 

Mr Garke revealed that he 
had not been consulted by Mr 
Major on the latest develop- 1 

ment of policy. “But that’s 
because I've been out in the 
West Country,'’ he said. { 

But that illustration of gov- 
ernment decision-making was 
later capped fry a row between 
Mr Heseltine and Charlie Lee- 
Potter, his interviewer, on the 
BBC Radio 4 PM programme. 

She wanted to ask Mr Hes- 
eltine about the free-vote, but 
unfortunately she based her 
questions on the Prime Minis- 
ter’s latest statement - in which 
he bad hardened up the press 
conference hint into a firm pol- 
icy statement 

After a visit to Ellesmere 
Port in the Wirral, Mr Major 
said: “It would be rather odd, 
would it not to say you are go- 
ing lo have a referendum of 
‘every adult in the country, but 
then say backbench MPs are go- ^ , 
ing to be dragooned in a par- : : : 
ticular way. So dearly the same *• 
principle must apply to them.” 

But Mr Heseltine was un- : 
aware of that critical, further „ A 
change in government policy, * 7 ;.*»*• 
and he roundly berated Ms 
Lee-Potter for “misquoting”..-^ ^ 

. “grossly distorting” and “exag- : : : : 
ge rating” what the Prime Min- " 
inter had said. 

The live broadcast caused 
some embarrassment ai Con- 
servative Central office last 
nighL But officials emphasised 
that there was no disagree- 
ment between Mr Major and 
Mr Heseltine on the policy. 
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"One of the best independent films 
of the year...Tortorro has oever 
beee better.", 


Derek Malcolm, The Guardian 


"Turturro gives a sensitive, 
engaging performance...Poetic, 
beautifully played, a real box 

Of delights. Sarah Bail,,. Ell, Magazine 

JOHN 

TURTURRO 


ini Mi|le tarn 
tori tin uiiilii!. 
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Canada grants sex-abuse 
victim, 12, refugee status 

A 12-year-old British boy has been granted refugee sums in 
Canada because of fears that he would be sexually abused if he 
returned to the United Kingdom. Canada’s Immigration and 
Refugee Board ruled that the child, who has not been named, had 
been failed by the British authorities, who did not respond to his 
mother’s pleas for help after he was abused by his father and 
paternal grandparents. 

Canada grants asylum only to members of "a particular social 
group" with a well-founded fear of persecution m their homeland. 
It is thought to be the first time this has been ruled to cover a 
victim of sex abuse. Details of the decision, made on 15 January 
were publish^ yesterday- in Toronto’s Globe and Mail newspaper, 
which obtained them under Canada’s freedom of information laws. 

The newspaper reported that the boy was born in the United 
States in 19S4 and moved with his parents to Britain the next year. 
There he was sexually abused by his father and paternal 
grandparents until 1991. His mother sought assistance from the 
British authorities to no avail. 

April showers fizzle out 

Much of the parched South and East of England had their first 
April showers yesterday, but in most places it consisted of only a 
little light drizzle. Rainfall statistics for the past 50 years reveal that 
April is, on average, the driest month of the year despite its 
reputation for showers. 

The exceptionally warm and dry weather has made many 
butterfly species appear on the wing up to a month earlier than 
normal, according to the wildlife charity Butterfly Conservation. 
The speckled wood, green haiistreak, grizzled skipper and dingy 
skipper arc among early Byers. Nicholas Schoon 

Carpets fail to measure up 

Carpel sellers are being threatened with prosecution for not 
complying with a European ban on measuring in yards. Trading 
standards officers investigated 20 carpet shops in Gloucestershire 
and found half were breaking the law by failing to use. metric 
measurement. 

BBC turns Hardy classic into drama 

Thomas Hardy's novel Tess Of 
The DVrbeniues is likely to 
become the latest classic work 
to be turned into a costume 
drama. The BBC has 
commissioned writer Alan 
Sharp to adapt the classic tale 
of doomed love. 

The Corporation is thought 
to be looking for a 
co-production partner - 
possibly from the United States 
- for the four-part, 240-minute 
project which could oast up to 
£4 .5m. It is thought to be the 
first British adaptation of the Dorset-born writer's story and Mr 
Sharp was commissioned after his work on the film Rob Ray. 
Hardy’s 1891 novel was turned Into a film in 1979 by Roman 
Polanski, who cast Nastassja Kinski (above) in the lead role. 

Village cursed by plague of flies 

Severn Trent Vl&ter has apologised to residents of a village hit by a 
plague of flies from its local sewage works. The Syhicola larvae are 
routinely used at the treatment plant in Spoudon near Derby to 
break down the raw sewage - but don't usually get to hatch. 

This year's early spring meant they reached adulthood before 
they could be killed off. causing^ayoc for4belofcals. ?We 
wrong on this one -and we apologise.*’ said' a Severn Therit 
atlhtflia 



spokesman, who stressed that 
do not bite and are not a heal 
as they do not live very long." 
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Rail firm lets buses take strain 

A privatised rail company plans to undercut a rival by switching 
some services to buses which will be run by the company which also 
operates the troubled South West Trains, it was claimed’ yesterday. 
The coach links will be provided on some Yorkshire and 
Lincolnshire services by Great North Eastern Railways, with SWT 
owners Stagecoach running the coaches. 

However, the anti-privatisation group Save Our Railways said 
GNER's plans would hit rival company Regional Railways North 
East, if the plans were implemented this summer. The lobby group 
said that the cost of some journeys - currently made only by train 
would be halved under the new proposals. Randeep Ramesh 

Animal ban for snake collector 

A snake collector who allegedly ran a “dial-a-snake" business from his 
home was yesterday banned from keeping dangerous animals for 10 
years and fined a total of £350. Ian Ramsden. 34, of Sutton, south-west 
London, pleaded guilty to 53 counts of keeping dangerous animals 
without a licence and was convicted on two charges of causing 
unnecessary suffering to an animal at a two-day trial before Sutton 
magistrates. More than 60 deadly and dangerous snakes were found in 
the detached and unlocked garage of his suburban semi during a dawn 
raid by RSPCA officers and police, the court heard. 

Ramsden was banned from keeping dan^rous animals and fined 
£150 for not holding u licence. He was also fined £100 for each of the two 
offences of causing unnecessary suffering to animals, with £150 costs. 
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EUe Wlesel^ His invohreroant will gfve the project moral authority (Photograph: API 





• Qa WteseL the concentration camp survivor and 

• Nobel Peace Prize winner, is to take on a senior 
( in the management of a Swiss fond for Holo- 
caust victims. . .>•' . \ 

The-WorhJ Jewish RestitufiohrOr^nisatfon (JRO) 
warned Mr Wfesef, 69, to (read the hind, but As c»n~. 


Rolf E9k>cft, theWghly respected presjaentrif the States. 
Federation of Jewish Communities, is to preside. 

However, MriBlqdi last fright said he was’kefihfo 
find an ap prp priate^ptefdr Mr Wiesel, wi^w^dd give 
the fond an added moral aiithority. Anda ^^ttes gov- 
emrnerrt spokesrnan sakl the cabinet was' wffing tri 
give Mr Wfesef^positibTt infoefund leadership com- 
nronsuralevwthtBfs persooaT standing". 

■ ; Mr Blpchj a ctKJcoteie manufactorer, is a highly 


was set up in the wake of internati on al pressure on 
Swffsedand over its treatment of Jews and their bank 
*’ accounts during and after the Second World War. 

Mr Wteset was taken to Auschwitz from Transytva- 
nlaai the age ot16, He lost his fathen mother and sis- 
- ter ki the camps and' won the 1986 Nobel Peace Prize 
tor exposing toe horrors of tire Holocaust In his writ- 
togs ftod lecfciresaroafld the wo rid. 

Ban Stotebsrg; director of the World Jewish Corv 
^ * ' "EDe Wiese! embodies the 




A .Swis^banksaml lnchistoeshaVBso.l . 
jriiHan SWtssfrancs fardtrnd€72m)to foci 


Fund was given its legal basis at the 
_ Of- March tins year The aim is to provide 
. Immediate helpforreecty victims of the Holocaust whfle 
/Searches corjfint^mto dormant accounts which may 
hold. Jewish assets. Jewish organisations maintain that 
file heirs erf. Holocaust victims dfrs 
h. in S^sets and interest v .■ 

' ■ jbhalations have improved between Switzer- 

as, 

shown By delays and misunderstandfogs In naming, 
the Hotocaust fund board members. louto&Juy . 


Tough guy 
Arnie chooses 
to have heart 
operation 

• Arnold Schwarzenegger, Holly- 
wood's action man and a former 
Mr Universe, is recovering in hos- 
pital after undergoing heart 
surgery to correct a congenital 
heart valve condition. 

Although the condition had not 
caused the star any health prob- 
lems, he was taking no risks and 
elected to have the surgery which 
was carried out on Wednesday, at 
an undisclosed hospital In the Los 
Angeles area. 

The actor's spokeswoman, 
Catherine Glim, said he was 
expected to make a foil recovery. 

Schwarzenegger, who is mar- 
ried to television newscaster Maria 
Sh river, a niece of the late Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy, had the 
surgery to replace an aortic 
valve. 

In a statement, the 49-year-old 
actor said: “I've never felt sick or 
had any symptoms at all, but I 
knew I'd have to take care of this 
condition sooner or later. I said to 
the doctors: Let’s do it now while 
I'm young and healthy." 

Schwarzenegger was bom in 
Graz, Austria, and came to the 
United States In 1968 where he 
became a bodybuilding star, win- 



ning more than 10 bodybuilding 
championships, including five Mr 
Universe titles. He retired unde- 
feated as Mr Olympia. 

After appearing in the 1 977 
documentary Pumping Iron, 
Schwarzenegger went on to star In 
a string of Hollywood blockbusters 
including Conan the Barbarian 
and The Terminator. His most re- 
cent film. Eraser, was a box office 
hit last summer. 

He has also recently worked 
with the White House to promote 
good health and exercise. ' 

His publicist said he was ex- 
pected to rest after his surgery un- 
til the end of May when he will 
begin promoting his new movie. 
Batman and Robin, in which he 
plays the villain, Mr Freeze. 

Matthew Brace 


Madonna fuels 
Dietrich rumour 

Madonna made a surprise visit to a 
London theatre last night, fuelling 
rumours that she wants to play film 
legend Marlene Dietrich in a new 
movie. Madonna, 38, watched her 
friend Sian Phillips play the Holly- 
wood 'icon in the Lyric Theatre’s 
production of Marlene and after- 
wards went backstage to chat to 
the WeJsh-txam veteran. 

The millionaire singer arrived in 
Britain test Thursday and is house- 
hunting and writing songs. But she 
was determined to keep a low pro- 
file at tee theatre and did not even 
visit the VIP suite during tee inter- 
val. 

A staff member said: "She wore 
a black top and was very dressed 
down. She certainly did not want to 
draw any attention to herself. 

“She sat in her seat during the 
interval and looked quite relaxed 
and happy. Afterwards she went 
backstage with Shirley Bassey arid 
spoke to Sian." 

Marlene is set In a theatre in 
Paris during tee 1970s and follows 
Dietrich’s world tour, which began 
in 1953. Dietrich died in 1992 and 
was known to have followed a bi- 
sexual lifestyle. 

Phillips was last seen in London 
as Madam A/mfeldt in A Little Night 
Music which was also seen by 
Madonna at the National Theatre. 

Madonna Is with baby Lourdes 
and is believed to want her educat- 
ed in Britain. 
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HEALTH 

Drinking is good for you, 
but only in moderation 

SSSsaySESSS* . 

“drink holidays - one or two afcohoHnse aaysawcca _ • 

srouoed together people with entirely different drinking mmis, uw 
iSSffSteSthe British Medical Jamal. 

environment 

Wind farms blighting the landscape 

Britain’s big increa* in wind turbines is proving a Might on Ok 
landscape, a report iff a 

saMsscMWSSF- 53 

turbine schemes are granted planning permission, saying 
thatd eapite claims by wind power companies, stations are 
produefog only about 25 per cent of their potential. A huge 
munberwiU be needed to make any real contribution towards 

Te iTie tovtodfenns” in Britain, consisting of M3 

turbines. 

The installed capacity of a 
typical machine has doubled 
from 300kW in 1992 to 600kW 
in 1996, with an increase in 
overall height from just over 
130ft (40m) to 200ft and more 
(60m). 

Almost half the total 
capacity is in Wales. In 
fjiglanri, locations have either 
been coastal (Cornwall and 
Cumbria) or on rolling 
moorland, as in the Famines. 

Applicants for new sites are 
now targeting tee Scottish 
Highlands, says the CPRW. 

ROADS 

Alzheimer’s link to fatal accidents 

At least one third of older drivers who die in car accidents have 
Alzheimer’s disease, the degenerative brain condition which causes 
confusion, impared judgment and bad co-ordination, according jo 
a study. Scientists who examined the brains of 98 drivers over (d 
who died in car accidents found signs of the disease in the area 
associated with judgment and co-ordination. The authors, from 
Huddinge University Hospital in Sweden, say that 33 per cent of 
the drivers were definitely affected, with a further 20 per cent 
possibly affected. 

lWfnct nwmlf* afferted bv Alzheimer’s do not realise there is 
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their cognitive performance 

Jeremy Laurence 
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GARDENING 

Beware of hidden plant danger 

It may look like a beautiful ornamental plant, but gardeners are 
being warned not to foil for a “wolf in sheep's clothing" - a plant 
that could be nothing but a ruinous weed. Gardening Which? says 
that some of the most destructive weeds are on sale in garden 
centres, masquerading as fancy plants. 

Their true nature - long tough roots, rampant growth and 
propagation - may be disguised by colourful flowers, fancy foliage 
or a dwarf form. Many an unsuspecting gardener has been duped • 
by an attractive plant, only to discover that it is in foot a variation- 
on a weed they would never have knowingly introduced into their 
garden. 

“No right-minded person would buy a pot of ground elder but 
plenty of people will happily port with their money for its 
variegated offspring, Aegopodium podagroria Variegatum which, 
though less vigorous, still has weedy characteristics, 71 said the 
editor Alistair Ayres. “It’s worth remembering that Japanese 
knotweed was originally brought into this country as an 
orna m e n t al shrub. Today it Is so troublesome that it is an offence 
to plant it in the wild except under special licence.” | 

Other plants to take care with include Persicarfa virganana 
(Painters Palette), Milium effusion Aureum (Bowies’ golden grass), 
yellow mcconopsis, Duchesnea and 1> ifolium protense. 

Glenda Cooper | 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 412% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 
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Gold dust. John Wiflan, the director of BBC Worldwide Music, displays one of the many classics be has uncovered in the archives of the Corporation's Bush House basement Photograph: Philip Meech 


The BBC lollipops: 
treasure trove of 



in radio archives 


David Lister. 


Scores of live recordings by the 
biggest names in 20tfa century classi- 
cal music have been uncovered by the 
BBC, The Independent bas learned. 

Some of the tapes, going back over 
50 years, have stunned the Corpora- 
tion's music experts. While individ- 
ual producers knew of the existence 
of the performances they supervised, 
thin is the first time the treasury of live 
performances has been examined as 
a whole for eventual release. 

Among the live performances be- 
ing studied by BBC Worldwide Mu- 
sic. part of the commercial aim of the 
BBC. are the first ever broadcast (in 
April, 1943) by violin virtu osoYeh it- 
di Menhuin playing Brahms’ violin 
concerto conducted by Sir Adrian 
Boult, and Vaughan Williams con- 
ducting his own fifth symphony. . 

These are just some of the aston- 
ishing catalogue of names and ] 


be put 

later . Uuay»Ti1hs BBC archives con- 
tain his Aldcburgh recitals with the 
Russian pianist Richter and Britten 
conducting Dido And Aeneas. 

The late cellist Jacqueline Du Ere 
was captured performing Elgar's Cel- 
lo Concerto for the Proms in 1964 
conducted by Sir Malcolm SargeanL 


There are ahoge number of record- 
ings of Dame Janet Baker, including 
a performance of the opera, Orfeo. 

There are tapes of Herbert Von 
Karajan with both the Berlin and Vi- 
enna Philharmonics, and live concerts 
featuring Stravinsky, Toscanini, Ru- 
binstein, Hemy Wood, Klaus Tennst- 
edt, Stokowski, William Mfalton, 
David Oistrach and many others. 

The re-discovery of the treasured 
tapes in the archives, and the decision 
to release them by John Will an, the 
director of BBC Worldwide Music, 
has a complicated history. 

; In 1990, theBBC set up a joint ven- 
ture with businessman Monty Lewis, 
bead of Pickwick Records, to market 
some of the Corporation's classical 
archives. Union agreement was 
reachedthat the musicians at the orig- 
inal sessions be paid royalties rather 
than session fees (which wifi now 
prove a great saving to the BBC) and 
100 discs were issued on Pickwick. 

... However, the way these were pack- 
aged did. not greatly please the mu- 
sic experts in the Coijwrafipjv Worse. 
Pickwick later merged with Carlton 
and the BBC were faced with discs 
of some of their archive material 
boasting the logo of a. rival broad- 
casting company. 

" Last week, agreement was reached 
with Mr Lewis that the BBC acquire 


his shareholding, and regain control 
over its own archives - archives that 
have never been systematically col- 
lated for record release until now. . 

It is dear that most of the great- 
est performances of the century at the 
BBC - including all the ones listed 
above -were never issued by Pickwick 
and are now being gathered from 
archives in London, Manchester, 
Glasgow and Northern Ireland, and 
made ready for release. 

John WiUan, who took over at BBC 
Worldwide in 1995 after running the 
London Philharmonic Orchestra, 
said yesterday he was stunned by the 
wealth of material that had been un- 
covered. 

“It is hugely exciting, and the 
more we look and the more we ex- 
amine these archives, I am quite sure 
we wifi find much more in cupboards 
and corners. Working closely with our 
colleagues in the record industry, we 
will be able to release many of the 
great" live performances that were 
done for Radio 3 and the former 
Third Programme over many years." 

^e-BBCncrw expeetskeycharis-- 0 
matic performances originally made 
for the Third Programme to be the 
classical music equivalent of The 
Beatles Live At the BBC. The CD of 
The Beatles' BBC sessions made the 
Corporation over £lm in 18 months. 



Masterpieces: Cellist Jacqueline Du Pre, above, and the composer Benjamin Britten, below, are 
among those whose live performances have been re-discovered by the BBC 


Official film gems are sold 


Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent 


Drive Cxt/xfidfy Darling starring 
Frank Bongh and former Doctor 
Who? Colin Baker might not 
sound like a lost film classic to yon 
or me, but to television companies 
it and 12,000 other gems ofJow-key 
British propaganda are a goldmine 
of nostalgia waiting to be mined. 

A contract to manage the 
Central Office of Information’s 1 
archive of Government-made films 
bas been won by Film Images Ild- 

Imnicifly one of the films passing 

into the private sector contains an 
icon of the radical 1945 Labour gov- 
ernment - cycling Charlie. Charlie 
was created by the left-wing anim a- 


tors Halas and Batdtelor to intro- 
duce the weffiue state to the public. 
The films are dassic e xamp le s of 
the art of propaganda utilising the 
dean lines and design aesthetic of 
the post-war modernist movement. 

Other gems from the anstere 
Forties include the rfcqn6-soonding 
Five Inch Bather which was made to 

encourage fuel conservation and 


Grenfell advising new wives on 
home decoration. 

The archive also includes films 
from the Colonial Film Unit which 
in the Fifties spread the British 
way of fife to the colonies. While 1 
Other Empires tried to force reli- 
gion, ideology and language on 

their colonies, Btf tain made a film 


called Journey on a London Bus. 

This, in a brObant summation of the 
British psyche, txied to export good 
manners and queuing etiquette. 

By the Seventies the COI was 
m«Hng pohGc information film* 
for televirion, of which Drive Care- 
fully Darting is just one. The fil ms 
speak of a time when governments 
believed they could intervene for 
the better in society 

Television, Internet, CD-Roms 
and magazines have created a 
booming market in footage of all 
Muds and Fflm Images is convinced 
the COI archive will be In big 
demand. The company wifi pay a 
royally fo the Government for nse of 
theardrive. bat copyright remains 
with the COL 



news 

Einstein’s 
theory of 
relativity 
maybe 
only 
relative 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 


Einstein's theory of relativity is 
a brilliant piece of work, which 
showed that it doesn't matter 
where you are in the universe, 
nr whai speed you're travelling, 
because all frames of refer- 
ence are equally valid. The 
trouble is, it seems to be wrong. 

Thai at least is the conclusion 
of a Norwegian researcher at 
the University of Rochester, 
New York, who bas spent the 
past four years analysing radio 
waves from distant galaxies up 
to 7 billion light years away. 

Barge Nodi and found that 
some of the radio waves had been 
“twisted’* as they crossed the uni- 
verse but that others, from equal- 
ly distant galaxies in other pans 
of the universe, had not. 

The finding suggests that the 
universe realty has on orienta- 
tion. in which some directions re- 
ally arc more important than 
others for observing this effect. 
“Our observational data suggests 
that there is a mysterious axis, 
a kind of cosmological North 
Star, that orients the universe.*' 
said Professor John Raison who 
worked with Dr Nocfiand in the 
study. “A simple interpretation 
of what we found is that light 
may travel at different speeds 
due to some interaction.'* 

That, though, would throw 
down the gauntlet to theories 
about electromagnetism and 
especially relativity which have 
stood repealed tests. These 
state that light and other elec- 
tromagnetic waves always trav- 
el at the same speed in any 
frame of reference, regardless of 
the velocity of the measurer, and 
that the universe has no centre 
or direction of movement. 

The new calculations, re- 
ported in next Monday's issue 
of the journal Physical Re view 
Letters , followed computer 
analysis of results published by' 
other radio-astronomers in pre- 
vious years. After subtracting 
the effects of imeigalactic ra- 
diation, which can also twist the 
radio waves, they found a resid- 
ual rotation. “It depended just 
on the direction of travel of the 
radio wave, and the total dis- 
tance travelled," said Dr Nod- 
land. “ft's greater when it's 
travelled a long distance." 

However, he thinks that this 
may not be the death knell for 
relativity. “I think the theory can 
be extended, (hough we would 
have to investigate whether it 
can explain this," he said. 

What about the other possi- 
bility - that his work was wrong? 
*Tm really confident about the 
analysis of the data," Dr Nod- 
land insisted. 

■ The basic elements of life on 
Earth may have been created by 
lightning strikes reacting with 
panicles from comets in the at- 
mosphere, according to new re- 
search by Nasa scientists. Their 
research, published today in 
Science, found that a methane- 
rich atmosphere like the early 
Earth had could interact with 
the molecules found in comets 
to produce amine groups - the 
precursors of amino acids, 
which are in turn the building 
blocks of proteins. 


Life has its burdens. 
This is definitely 
not one of them. 
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My blueprint for 
saving the worst 
school in Britain 


New head plans to transform Ridings School 
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Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 

The troubleshoo ting assistant 
headteacher parachuted into 
the Riding Srfioal in Halifax af- 
ter a discipline crisis was yes- 
terday appointed as the school’s 
permanent head. 

Anna White, brought in from 
a neighbouring comprehensive 
as associate head of the West 
Yorkshire comprehensive last 
October, said that after six 
months helping restore order 
she “could not not bear to walk 
away”. 

In an exclusive interview with 
The Independent , she described 
the school’s atmosphere as “in- 
fectious" and insisted she want- 
ed to stay “to see the green 
shoots of success Sourish, as I 
firmly believe they will". 


Ms While and acting head 
Peter Clark, on loan from an- 
other Calderdale comprehen- 
sive, were pul in joint command 
of the Ridings after teachers 
threatened to strike over "un- 
teachable" pupils. 

Headteacher Karen Stans- 
field resigned and the school 
was temporarily closed follow- 
ing reports of assaults on staff 
before facing a highly critical in- 
spection by the schools watch- 
dog OCsted. 

Since then, monthly reports 
by government inspectors have 
recorded steady progress, and 
the school this week won the re- 
gional final of a youth drama 
competition with a dance per- 
formance expressing pupils’ 
frustration at their vilification by 
reporters camped outside their 
dassrooms last autumn. 


Ms Whites appointment 
came a day before the submis- 
sion by Calderdale council of an 
emergency education action 
plaa to Gillian Shephard. The 
Secretary of Stale demanded 
the plan’afterthe Labour-con- 
trolled authority came under fire 
in a damning report by Ofeted 
on its education service in the 
wake of tbe Ridings crisis. 

The plan includes a propos- 
al for a major school improve- 
ment project to be launched 
throughout Calderdale. It will 
aim to increase progress made 
by all pupils and will cover 
both exam success and issues 
such as attendance and moti- 
vation. There will be an urgent 
consultation with headteachers 
to establish priorities and a 
survey of secondary school stu- 
dents to establish how they feel 
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Staying on: Ridings head Anna White - ‘Period of continuity and commitment needed* Photograph: Asadour Guzelian 
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they learn best In answer to Of- 
sted criticisms that it possesses 
too little information about 
pupils' achievements, die edu- 
cation authority proposes to 
keep much tighter checks 


through a new database. The au- 
thority also proposes a series of 
methods to re-establish com- 
munications, including appoint- 
ing two teacher representatives 
to its education committee. 


Ms While, 42, who began her 

teaching career 17 years ago in 
Bury, Greater Manchester, said 
she would have hated to walk 
away from tbe Ridings without 
having seen through the 
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changes she had helped set in 
motion. “Order has been re- 
stored for a long time now and 
behaviour standards and staff 
and student morale have im- 
proved dramatically." she said. 
“What is needed is a period of 
continuity and commitment." 

The key priorities were now 
to continue efforts to raise 
teaching and learning stan- 
dards at the school where, in- 
spectors found, more than 
two- fifths of lessons were un- 
satisfactory and a religious ed- 
ucation lessons for GCSE 
students consisted merely of 
drawing a church. 

A further challenge for the 
new. head will be the raising of 
pupil numbers, (bough the 


school’s roll has stayed sur- 
prisingly steady in the wake of 
its discipline crisis. Of 108 
pupils allocated a place for 
next year, only 15 have ap- 
pealed and moved elsewhere. 

The hardest task for Ms 
White could prove to be the 
restoration of confidence for 
pupils and Staff after the school’s 
very public humiliation. She 
admitted: “We need to raise 
their self esteem and convince 
them that they will not be stig- 
matised by tbeir experiences." 

But she added: “It is an in- 
fectious place, once you are here 
you want to stay. This is job that 
is certainly never boring and 
where you feel you are realty 
achieving something." 
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Carlton TV 
chief is 
latest victim 
of gangs 
who lie 
in wait for 
the wealthy 


Where the attacks happened 


ers stalk the super-rich 
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news 

Mlearned 
friend, the 
master of 
the rolls 


Clare Gamer 

and Becky Lloyd 

The High Court descended ink) 
toilet humour yesterday, as An- 
dres defended' its repuintiun as 
the tissue with the softest touch. 
Bundles of pink, blue and 

while lavatory paper decorated 
the witness bos and the judge, 
Mr Justice Laddie, kepi some 
to hand for closer inspection. 
Only* the trademark labrador 
puppy was missing. 

“My Lord, it’s a passing of 
motion." began Da rid Young 
QC, counsel for the manufac- 
turers Kimberley- Gark, with 
apparently no reference to bow- 
el movement. 

_ The case eoncems an adver- 
tising gimmick dreamt up by 
Nouvclle paper, made by Fort 
Sterling, which has a 3 per cent 
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Chitstopher Moran's wifs: 
Lady WeftjenfBW 
Clidssa EnbanknBot 


Victims of crime: Mr and Mrs Michael Green (left) and Bemie Ecclestone and his wife, Slavica, after he was beaten by robbers 


Photographs :AJan Davidson/Absoiute 


Jason Bermetto 

Crime Correspondent 

A gang of robbers is targeting 
the super rich in London and 
are believed to be responsible 
for up to 16 attacks in which 
hundreds of thousands of 
pounds of jewels have been 
stolen. 

It is understood that Scotland 
Yard have been tracking the 
team of criminals since Christ- 
mas although they are believed 
to have been carrying out 
assaults since June. . - 

In most cases gang members 
have followed their targets and 
robbed them, often at knife 
point, as they reach their 
homes. The robbers cruise, 
expensive areas of London on 
the lobfcout- for rich-looking 


people with valuable jewellery, 
clothes and cars. 

The latest incident involved 
Michael Green, the chairm an of 
Chariton Communications, who 
was stabbed by a mugger at the 
garage of hjs home in Mayfair. 

Mr Green was slashed across 
the face and hands and his 
wife Ibssa's £1,000 necklace 
was snatched along with £500 
and some credit cards during 
the attack on Tuesday ni gh t 
- Other cases bearing similar 
hallmarks include Lady Wei- 
denfeld, the wife of one of 
Britain’s leading publishing 
tycoons, who was attacked and 
robbed of £100,000 worth of 
jewellery outside her Chelsea 
flat, on the Chelsea Embank- 
ment to February. 

Lady Weitfenfeld, 51, tfle 


fourth wife of Lord Weidenfeld, 
chairman of publishing com- 
pany Weidenfeld and Nicol- 
son, was not harmed 

Last July Bemie Ecclestone, 
president of the Formula One 


by two.mea as they got out of 
their car near their home in 
London's Chelsea Square. 

The assailants stole Mrs 
Ecclestone’s ring, valued at be- 
tween £600.000 and £700.000. 


4 It appears to be a gang of 
robbers targeting anyone with an 
expensive car, watch or jewellery 9 


Constructors’ Association, was 
beaten up when he tried to 
shield his wife from two robbers 
who lay in wait outride their 
home. 

Mr Ecclestone, 65. and his 
wifev Slavics, weie-approached 


A month earlier Helen 
Moran, wife of Christopher 
Moran, one of Britain's wealth- 
iest men. was attacked in the 
underground car park of her 
Chelsea home. The gang took 
ber handbag- end a £15.000 
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So hurry down to your local 
Thomas Cook shop or book by 

phone or see TelefcMct pago K8. 




EXCLUSIVE 
to THOMAS 
COOK 


Rolex watch an d thr ^gt pn ^d her 
twin eight-year-old sons. 

In another attack a couple 
had £50,000 worth of jewellery 
snatched outside their home in 
Hampstead, north west London, 
after being threatened by two 
men with a knife. 

Yet more people have been 
targeted in the wealthy areas of 
Park Lane, Belgravia, and St 
John's Wood, in central and 
west London. 

A police source said: “It 
appea r s to be a team of robbers 
who simply set out to look for 
anyone with an expensive car, 
dothes, or jewellery, and follow 
them home then rob them ai 
knifepoint 

“We are looking at a series of 
linked attacks - up to 16. 

“It's difficult to know how 


loQg they have been operating 
because they probably switch 
from one type of crime to 
another." 

There are believed to be at 
least ten members of the gang. 

Violent crime in London 
rose sharply last year with 
assaults and other offences 
involving violence against 
people jumping by 28 per cent 
Robberies including mugging 
leapt by 11 percent 

Meanwhile Michael Green, 
the television executive, has 
returned to work two days after 
his attack. 

The robbery happened as 
Mr Green and his wife were 
returning home in their blue 
Rolls-Royce Comiche. Mr 
Green drove into his garage, but 
as soon as he got out of the car 


three men ran inride and threat- 
ened them with a 12in knife. 

Detectives believe the 
robbers were filmed on the 
security camera. The video 
shows the Greens’ Rolls-Royce 
arriving at their Mayfair home 
at around 10.15pm on Tuesday. 
Moments later, a dark blue 
BMW 5 series is seen coming 
into view. 

Police later said they were 
hunting three black men, who 
wore dark clothing and bala- 
clavas, in connection with the 
attack. 

Detective Superintendent 
Brian Edwards, of the Metro- 
politan police major investiga- 
tion squad, who is leading the 
inquiry, said the suggestion that 
a single gang was targeting the 
rich was “pure speculation". 


share of the market. By way of 
promoting its improved, recy- 
cled toilet paper as the softest 
on the market. Nouvclle Ls of- 
fering a free roll of its rivaL An- 
dre*. to any customer who 
disagrees. The offer is due to ap- 
pear on packaging and feature 
m a series of television adver- 
tisements starting next week. 

When shown Nouvelle’s 
packet, which includes a yellow 
hand with the words “Softness 
guaranteed (or we'll exchange 
it for Andrex)", three times as 
many of the 500 interviewees as- 
sociated the product with An- 
drex, according to Mr Young. 

Unwrapping a roll in order to 
examine it. the judge said that 
without, having the two brands 
side by side, most people sam- 
pling Nouvclle. “won’t realise 
how they Ye been cheated from 
having the even softer feel of 
Andrex”. 

The case continues today. 
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Prisoners abroad: As a trafficker is told she can return to Britain, lawyers fight for the life of a convicted murderer in the US 

Drugs smuggler 
swaps Bangkok 
cell for Holloway 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

A British teacher jailed far 25 
years in Thailand for heroin 
smuggling is expected to be re- 
leased on parole in about six 
years' time after being allowed 
to serve the remainder of her 
sentence in a British prison. 

Sandra Gregory, 31. will be 
transferred from her Bangkok 
cell to HoDoway Prison. London, 
in the next eight to 10 weeks, af- 
ter the British and Thai author- 
ities agreed the move. 

Family and friends of Grego- 
ry, who is from Sowcrby Bridge, 
West Yorkshire, yesterday said 
they were delighted. Gregory has 
already served four years and two 
months of her sentence at the 
notorious “Bangkok Hilton” 
jail. 

She is the sixth British citizen 
jailed in Thailand to be granted 
permission to complete tiieir sen- 
tence in the United Kingdom un- 
der a treaty agreement. 

She was arrested at Bangkok 
airport with Robert Lock, from 
Cambridge, in February 1 993, as 
the pair were about to board a 
flight to Japan. Gregory, who was 
found with 102 grammes of hero- 


in in her possession, pleaded 
guilty but told the court Lock had 
paid her to smuggle the heroin 
out ofThailand. 

Mr Lock was found not guilty 
last year. A British embassy of- 
ficial testified that Thai officials 
had been tipped off tiiaL he was 
a trafficker, and searched Gre- 
gory only because she checked 
in with him. 

Gregory was jailed for 25 
years for heroin smuggling in 
February 19%. An original 
death sentence was commuted 
because she had confessed. 

Under Thai law. Gregory 
could apply to be repatriated to 
serve the remainder of her sen- 
tence after a minimum of four 
years. She made an appeal for 
repatriation last May. 

Under British law. a convict- 
ed prisoner is eligible for parole 
after serving half the sentence, 
therefore Gregory can apply in 
about six years. She is likely to 
be successful providing she is not 
considered a danger to society. 

She will initially be held at 
Holloway Prison where she will 
be assessed and categorised. 
She will then be able to apply for 
a move to a prison nearer to her 
familv and friends. 


Jackie Cox, of the Friends of 
Sandra Gregory group, said: 
“We are absolutely delighted, h’s 
great news. It seems strange to 
be celebrating the fact that 
someone is coming into Hol- 
loway Prison to serve probably 
six years." 

She added: “She is not hav- 
ing her sentence cut, that's quite 
dear _ It is a humanitarian move 
which allows for a prisoner to 
move closer to their family.” 

But the mother of Robert 
Lock, who was dea red of assist- 
ing Gregory, said she still feh frit- 
ter against the prisoner who she 
claims falsely implicated her son. 
She said: “1 don't think anyone 
who is human would be over- 
joyed. do you? How would you 
answer that if it was your son?" 

“It's very difficult but I real- 
ly am more interested in a few 
other male prisoners out there 
who don't liavc the benefit of a 
private lawyer as she did." 

But she added: “She's served 
her sentence, she’s been pun- 
ished. She was only carrying 
three ounces of heroin, and* she 
was punished far more harshly 
than in this country. What is the 
point of keeping her in? She's 
not likely to reoffend." 



Coming home: Sandra Gregory in ho- Bangkok cell. She has served four years and two months of a 25-yaar sentence for heroin smuggling Photograph: AP 
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Lawyers seek state aid 
for Briton on death row 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor 

Four of Britain's most senior 
lawyers yesterday called on the 
Government to fund a last- 
ditch appeal that could dear a 

British h unrnfl-asman m w^itig n- 

ecution on Florida’s death raw. 

Making the plea for Krishna 
Maharaj, a former leading 
British racehorse owner, Robert 
Owen QC, chairman of the 
Bar Council, said his conviction 
for double murder was 
“extremely disquieting ... there 
are real doubts about this man's 
guilt and there is no doubt at all 
about the manifest unfairness Of 
the trial process." 

Maharaj, 58, has protested his 
innocence from the moment of 
his arrest for the kfllings of Der- 
rick Moo Young. 53, and his son 
Duane, 23, in a hotel room in 
Miami in 1986. He was sen- 
tenced to death, for the killing 
of the son by a seven-to-five juiy 
verdict 

After startling irregularities 
during the trial and appeal 
processes, Maharaj languished 
on death row facing the 
prospect of the electric chair un- 
til two British QCs, Philip Saps- 
ford and Geoffrey Robertson, 
providing their services free, 
persuaded the Florida Supreme 
Court a year ago to order a fresh 
evidentiary hearing to review his 
appeal 

The three QCs were joined 
yesterday by last year’s Bar 
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Krishna Maharaj: Last plea 


Council chairman, David Pen- 
ry-Davey QC, the Conservative 
MP Peter Bottomley, and Ma- 
harafs daughter, Christina Nan- 
dalL 35. and his son, Chris 
Tasker, 31, to protest against the 
Foreign Office’s refusal to pro- 
vide funds for forensic, ballis- 
tics and other investigations 
prior to the hearing on 16 June. 

Following questions raised in 
the Commons about the case by 
Mr Bottomley in January, Liam 
Fax, a junior foreign office 
minister, insisted in a letter to 
the MP that the Capital Col- 
lateral Representative (CCR), 
Florida's assistance scheme for 
foreign nationals on death row, 
.would provide representation. 
But a fetter on the same date 
from the CCR informed Ma- 
haraj’s American attorney that 
it Jacked the staff and resources 
to take on any more clients. 

Maharaj was bom in 


Trinidad, where his brother is 
Attorney General but lived in 
London from 1980 to 1986, 
becoming a millionaire from a 
fruit importing business. 

He has always admitted he 
was in the hotel room but 
claimed he was lured there by 
a man who failed to show up. 
He was convicted largely on the 
evidence of Neville Butler, a 
former employee who testified 
for the prosecution in return for 
immunity. 

Maharaj had no obvious mo- 
tive for the killings - the victims 
were former business associates 
from whom he was expecting to 
receive damages for a breach of 
contract 

By then he was running a 
newspaper for Miami" s Wfest In- 
dian community. Having lost 
most of his money he could only 
hire a lawyer for a week. 

The lawyer failed to call 
Maharaj as a witness in his own 
defence or challenge foe expert 
evidence, or object to the 
judge's insistence on keeping 
the jury sitting until late at 
nighL 

Halfway through the trial the 
judge was arrested on charges 
of accepting bribes in other cas- 
es, but the lawyer failed to ob- 
ject when another judge took 
over the case instead of order- 
ing a retrial. 

The company that insured 
the dead men iater found they 
were probably the victims of a 
drug-related assassination. 


THE GREATEST LOVE STORY 
THE WORLD HAS EVER KNOWN 


doesnt so much FREELY ADAPT the play as 
KICK IN ITS FRONT DOOR, PEE ON ITS LIVING ROOM 

carpet.; EVICT ITS TENANTS. BURN the joint 

DOWN AND HOLD A DRUG'CRAZED RAVE AMONG 

the SMOULDERING iambs 

THE INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY 



AT CINEMAS EVERYWHERE 


He 


fjk 




Jr:TS. - 











IS£jNDEPE3?mENT * FRIDAY jg APRIL J997. 


3ra »> the u s 



heroin *iro;vy..l:ir; - ....... 

state aid 

sath tom 


; 4 

. li. - 


. J " 7: 

Ml <;• • • 

Tk’. * ■■■. • 
. »'• ' 
the i: 

M*. .1 

i.lji “•• 

•! 

i!.*. -T. *. » • ■■ ■- 


««5 3 ^ ‘ * ;:v 

fl'iit ' !<V f< ; ; • 

• »»*J S1 

i.»M lltliM. 1 ' 

l‘M y . - ■• • • 
shv ■■! -*•?• 

iirw w i-- '■ • “ 

Mr- 

-Mm*. “■ -•*' 

in** 

>i*7 

. I# ill-.:*. - r - ' 


VE STORY 
ER KNOW! 



E 



news 


Wheeze for importing cut-price 
cigarettes gets the Death sentence 


Simon Ree ve 

C^oms ? breathed a huge 

sigh of relief yesterday after a 
pagr threatening the government’s 
tyon-a-year revenue from domes- 
pc agarette sales lost a crucial round 
m its European legal battle to im- 
P°“, eheap tobacco into Britain. 

ErijRbtened Tobacco Cbm- 
pany (ETC), the maker of Death 
cigarettes, had bypassed excise du- 
acting as an “agent” for 
tjuUsh customers and impor ting rfg. 
arettes from European Union 
member states which have lower 
taxes. It was able to offer c iga rett es 

for sale at up to 40 per cent less than 
competitors' Juices. 

After a High Court case went 
against the company in 1995 and 
prevented ft from trading, ETTC took 
its argument to the European Court 
of Justice. The case may have led 
the way to companies across Europe 
supplying cheap tobacco, alcohol 
and other luxury goods. Nine mem- 

6 An alternative 
ruling would have 
been a m^jar blow 
to newsagents and 
off-licences 9 


ber states, including Germany and 
Italy, were so fearful of losing 
billions in tax revenue that they sub- 
mitted evidence in support of Unit- 
ed Kingdom Customs & Excise to 
the court. 

Yesterday monmg an interim de- 
cision from the Advocate General 
of the court ruled ETC’s scheme il- 
legal Although this “opinion" is not 
final, and the Court could pass a dif- 
ferent decision in the autumn, it is 
unlikely to do so and ETC admitted 
it has a “snowball’s chance in helT 
of starting its “mail-order" scheme 
again. 

ETC introduced the scheme, 
which exploited a loophole in Eu- 
ropean law, in response to the lift- 
ing of trade barriers. By buying 
cigarettes in bulk in Luxembourg, 
ETC was able to offer Britons who 
ordered through their agent, called 
“the Man in Blade”, up to 800 cig- 
arettes at massive savings. 






Packing up: Two-in -one cigarettes, 
(above), which are sold in Holland, 
and (below) ETC’s Death cigarettes 
the safe of which in Britain 
prompted the European decision 


Up in smoke: BJ Cunningham, head of ETC, lighting up in London yesterday after the EU court ruling Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 



They argued that an agent act- 
ing on behalf of a “private individ- 
ual" was acting lawfully and under 
European law. Threatened with 
losing billions in revenue. Customs 
disagreed, and impounded a con- 
signment of ordered cigarettes at 
Dover on the grounds that duly was 
payable in the UK because the cig- 
arettes were notdeemed to be a per- 
sonal import. 

The case hinged on the inter- 
pretation of the word *:them” in ah 


EC directive which stales people can 
buy some goods free of excise 
when the goods are acquired by 
“private individuals for their own 
use and transported by them”. The 
ETC agent, who takes a commission 
from each sale, was arranging trans- 
port and organising payment of the 
retailer and carrier. 

The Commission said ft interprets 
its own law as allowing an agent to 
act oh behalf of an individual as long 
as the agent does not make a prof- 


it ETC, however, was founded by 
a group of yo ung entrepreneurs who 
saw that they could make a profit 
from saving British smokers mon- 
ey. BJ Cunningham, its snappQy 
dressed chairman, admits he is ex- 
tremely disappointed by the deci- 
sion. 

“It seems that the Advocate 
General does not believe in the first 
principal of European Union - 
'The freedom of movement of 
goods and people'," be said. 


“All Europe offers is straight 
bananas and Euro -babble. We are 
gutted." 

Customs & Excise, in contrast, 
were delighted. An alternative rul- 
ing “would have been a major blow 
to all the retail trade - particular- 
ly people like newsagents and, also, 
some off-licences,” said Mark 
Thomson from Customs, who put 
the possible loss of revenue at 
£2bn ayear. 

Mr Cunningham, however, is 


“bloodied and unbowed” and has 
another business wheeze. He wants 
to offer Britons the two-in-one 
cigarettes be is already selling in 
Holland. 

The cigarettes are subjeetto nor- 
mal tax duties, are extra long with 
with a filter in the middle so that 
they can be split to make two cig- 
arettes. If Mr Cunningham gets his 
way, he will soon be selling 40 of the 
cigarettes for the same price as a 
pack of 20. 


Docklands 

bomb 

suspect 

questioned 


David NIcKittrick 

Ireland Correspondent 

A man from South Armagh was yesterday 
flown to London from Northern Ireland 
for questioning by Metropolitan police de- 
tectives investigating last February's IRA 
bombing of London's docklands. Two 
people died in the attack, which caused 
widespread damage. The bombing signalled 
the end of the IRA's 17-month ceasefire. 

The man. who has not been named, is 
from the border village of Culfyhanna and 
was taken to Paddington Green police sta- 
tion. He was one of a number held by po- 
lice and troops following a large-scale 
security operation in the area last week. 

In another sequel to last week's opera- 
tion, three men appeared in a Co Down 
court charged with a series of terrorist of- 
fences. One of them. Martin McGinn, was 
charged with three murders, including 
that of Lancc-Bombardicr Stephen 
Restorick, who was killed in a sniper at- 
tack at a checkpoint in the Co Armagh vil- 
lage of Bcssbrook in February. 

Mr McGinn, 39. from CastieManey in the 
Irish Republic, was also charged with ihc 
murders of Lance-Bombardier Andrew 
Garrett, who died in a similar attack in De- 
cember 1993, and of former UDR soldier 
Gilbert Johnston who was shot dead in 
South Armagh 19 years ago. 

Micheal Caraher, 30, from Cullyhanna 
in South Armagh, was charged with the at- 
tempted murder of an RUC constable who 
was injured in a gun attack last month. 

Together with Martin Mines. 28. from 
Glassdrumman Road, Crossmagic n. the 
two men were also charged with conspir- 
acy to murder, membership of the IRA. and 
possession of a Barrel! bolt-action title, an 
AKM assault rifle and ammunition. Ap- 
pearing separately in court, they were all 
remanded in custody until 7 May. 

In 1990 Michcol Caraher was seriously 
injured and his brother Fergal killed in an 
incident when troops opened fire on a car. 
Hvo Royal Marines were later acquitted on 
a charge of murdering Fergal Caraher. 

Mr McGinn appeared in the dock with 
his hands handcuffed behind his hack un- 
til the magistrate ordered his arms should 
be freed. His face appeared bruised and 
his defence solicitor listed injuries he al- 
leged had been inflicted by soldiers. 

The solicitor said he had been injured 
on the nose, the right ear, the head, both 
eyes, the right shoulder, the right arm and 
the lower back and knees. An RUC de- 
tective-inspector said that when Mr 
McGinn was apprehended there was a 
struggle, but he could not comment on 
whether he had any injuries before then. 
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RAC puts on cycle dips for the future 







Motorist’s friend: RAC 

logos from 1897 (top) 



Rac 



Britain 
joins 
dirty 
men of 




Europe 


Nicholas Sdwon 

Environment Correspondent 




Randeep Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent 


Knights of mobility: The relaunched RAC will focus on all farms* . 

an ”* rms ‘"transport, not just motoring, and offers cyclists insurance cover 


After a century of champi- 
oning ihe car. 'the RAC re- 
launched itself yesterday with 
a pledge to not promote the 
motorist at the expense of pub- 
lic transport. 

The radical rethink will see 
a new approach, new colours 
and a new type of member - the 
cyclist Now keen to promote aU 


forms of transport, not just 
motoring, the RAC said it was 
offering special bike insurance 
cover. 


Bicycle legal protection will 
cover claims for personal injury 
and uninsured losses such as 
damage to bicycle or clothes due 
to accidents. The annual cost 
will be £6 for an RAC member 
and £10 for a non-moto ring 
member. 

The move will also see the 


club drop the crown from its 
logo, which was last changed 30 
years ago. “It was a decision tak- 
en in the light of the RACs new 
position - which will last fen: the 
next century," said Nefl John- 
son, the organisation’s chief 
executive. 

Asked if this meant the or- 
ganisation envisaged the 
monarchy ending during the 
21st century, Mr Johnson 
replied: “Not at all. I'm ab- 


solutely certain that both the 
monarchy and the RAC are set 
to carry on. 

“The Palace was consulted 
and I understand the Queen was 
vepr pleased with the result” 
said Mr Johnson. 

. Despite the changes, Prince 
Michael of Kent will remain the 
RAC's president 

The makeover will extend to 
the organisation's characteris- 
tic patrol vans. The RACs tra- 


Rhotograph: Philip Meech 


ditkmaicdouis--red,whiteand 
blue — are to be shed in favour 
of a. fluorescent orange and 
white strips and chevrons which 
will cover the 1,500 patrol 
vehicles. 

Other changes include a £25 
non-callout discount after a 
successful pilot scheme earlier 
this year. 

Members have knocked 
off the annual subscription if 
they do not use the RAC's 


B m us 


ACCOUNT 



roadside assistance service dur- 
ing the year. 

The motoring organisation, 
which represents 6 million dri- 
vers, has gradually been mov- 
ing away from lobbying for the 
motor car. Earlier this year, it 
prod uced a remarkably fr ank 
critique of the effect of the 
motor car and called for a 
“massive investment in public 
transport". 

At the time Mr Johnson 
startled the motoring world 
by saying that the RAC “cham- 
pions mobility, not the 
motorist”. 

Yesterday directors went fur- 
ther. “We feel that some of the 
£24bn of taxes raised from the 
motorist should be used to im- 
prove transport in Britain," 
said David Wxskett, director of 
public affairs and a former 
head of safety at the Depart- 


ment of Transport. “We have 
seen no major response from 
government in the last few 
years - which have seen in- 
creasing congestion and high 
pollution levels. 

“Regrettably we have seen 
little in the manifestos that 
promises much for the 
future." 

The new moves flew into 
flak from some hardline mo- 
torists’ dubs. 

“It is symptomatic of the 
fact that motoring organisa- 
tions are losing sight of their 
members' concerns,*' said Brian 
Gregory, a spokesman for the 
Association of British Drivers. , 
which claims to represent 
“thousands of motoring 
enthusiasts." 

“This has been compounded 
by a lot of false concerns spread 
by environmentalists." 
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Rooms 


By Charlotte Mew 


L! OUl 


I remember rooms that have had their part 
In the steady slowing down of the heart 
The room in Paris, the room at Genera, 

The little damp mom with the seaweed smell, . 
And that ceaseless maddening sound of the tide - 
/towns where for good or for ill - things died. 

But there is the room where we (two) tie dead. 
Though every morning we seem to wake and might 
just as well seem to sleep again 
As we shall somewhere in the other quieter, 
dustier bed 

Out there in the sun - in the ruin. 


Unique Quarterly Bonus 


“ Roo . ms ’' appears in What Sappho Would 
rij ■ St urj cef *tunes of love poems between women 
(Hauush Hamilton. £16.99). Edited by Emma Donoghue, the 
anthology aims to represent “love between women in the broad- 
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The Government is among the 
laggards in European iw*ts to 

make cars and their fuels less pt»i- 

luting, says Friends of the Earth. 
The green pressure group's opin- 
ion is based on n leaked confi- 
dential Europe;iu Union report, 
The document, .summaris- 
ing the negotiating positions of 
die 15 Elf states, shows Britain 
has not joined a group of north- 
ern European countries, in- 
cluding . Germany and the 
Scandinavians, in pressing for 
the fastest rales of curbing 
fumes. 

Instead Britain always takes 
the other side, joining with 
poorer southern European 
countries like Greece and 
Spain, with Ireland and some- 
i limes with France in worrying 
about the economic damage 
■ done to the motor and oil in- 
i dustries and to consumers by 
r too fast a rale of progress. 

Friends of the Earth said the 
i report "shatters John Major's 
claim that rhe Governments air 
i quality policies make Britain the 
'Clean Man of Europe*." 

Roger Higmun. FoE's trans- 
port campaigner, said: "The 
UK is in the more reactionary 
group or countries. The Danes. 
Germans. Swedes. Austrians 
and Finns are the real dean 
men of Europe." 

But a source inside the Eu- 
ropean Commission said Friends 
of the Earth was being unfair in 
portraying Britain ;is always sid- 
ing with the poorer, southern Eu- 
ropean nations against the 
northerners. "The' UK and 
France often net as the fulcrum 
becwvcn these two groups." 

Ministers from the 15 EU 
states ore negotiating two new 
sets of laws proposed by the 
Commission cov ering improve- 
ments in fuel quality and car ex- 
haust standards up to 2010. 

They are due to meet in 
June, but before the two direc- 
tives are finally agreed ami 
adopted agreement also has to 
be reached with rhe European 
Parliament. So the directives are 
not expected tu become law 
until well into next year. 

In the cars directive the com- 
mission proposed exhaust stan- 
dards to come into force in 2U0U. 
with still tougher standards for 
2005 - but these would only be 
“indicative" and not firmly de- 
cided on until a review next year. 

According to the document, 
seen by The Independent, Ger- S 
many, Austria and the Scandi- 
navian countries wanted the 
2005 value to be set now, but 
Britain sided with Ireland, 
France. Spain and Italy in judg- 
ing this "inappropriate'’. 
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yesterday committed 
T j. to “ service for 

the diagnosis and treatment of 
trreast cancer. 

TV.- I _t . 



i niaim service that the 

party planned to divert savings 

from cuts in red tape and bu- 
reaucracy into patient care, 
and the first £I00m saved would 

NHS 


help to treat an extra 10CL000 
patients. ; . , 

Of that extra money, he «»M, 
£10m would be invested in die 
toeast-caocerprMramme. Mr 
Blair said that 300,000 women 
a year were currently being re- 
ferred to breast clinics with 
susp ected problems; 30,000 
were diagnosed as having breast 
cancer, and 25,000 women died 
from the disease each year. 

Bm he added: *The variation 
in standards of care ami treat- 


ment are nM acceptable. Many 
dinks cannot provide an ap- 
pcdntBKnt tm lnjgeoi esse 
wdtim a wedb ttoly a third of 
breast pbmes are-able to give . 
women the results <rf tests die 
stone day. \Ubw 3I create a na- 
tionwide network of one-stop 
teams for breast-cancer dag- 
noas, so thataH tesdeanbe done 
on the same day. Vfc wiBend the 
agony of waiting, and equip 
each team to provide specialist 
information andsupport.” 


Health spokeswoman Tessa 
JoweQ said: “It is a massive 
shock for any wotnanto suspect 
she has breast cancer. It is vi- 
tal that she sees a specialist as 
qtrickfy as possible because wc 
know this often xnakes all the 
difference. 

“Of 47 breast clinics spot- 
checked last week by a GP on 
behalf of the Labour Party, 
only nine said that they could 
guarantee to see an urgent case 
of suspected breast cancer with- 


in a week. Whilst all but five 
dinks could see an urgent case 
within two weeks, every extra 
day that a woman waits is a day 
too long.** 

Labour’s overall message on 
the health service was that 
when the general election is 
held an 1 May, the voters would 
be offered a choice between 
the maintenance of the NHS - 
or its demise under the 
Conservatives. 

Mr Blair said: “The NHS un- 


der the Conservatives will sim- 
ply not be there when you need 
it most." 

Chris Smith, the party's 
health spokesman, said: “A fifth 
Tory term will make hospitals 

not hea^centres/Labourwill 
never allow the NIB we creat- 
ed to be betrayed, efistorted and 
commercialised like the. The 
debit and credit card could 
soon become the ticket pasi hos- 
pital reception, just as the 


chequebook is now the paspon 
to the dentist.” 

Last night, in a Cardiff cam- 
paign speech, Paddy Ashdown 
attacked both the lories and 
Labour over their plans for the 
NHS. saying that while Labour 
warned that there were just 14 
days left to save it, the spend- 
ing plans of both major parties 
would bring the service to its 
knees for the next three years. 

Attacking tbc level of 
bureaucracy generated by the 


Conservatives, the Liberal 
Democrat leader said: "I some- 
times think that if Florence 
Nightingale bad been starting 
out today, she wouldn't he 
the Lady with the Lamp, 
she'd be the Lady with the 
Calculator." 

But he warned; "Don’t let 
anyone kid you that savings 
fmm bureaucracy afrme - vital 
as they are - will solve the 
financial crisis bn (he health 
service." 




One of the strangest features of 
this election c ampaign has been 
the scant attention given to the 
NHS. Its condition is critical and 
the prognosis is poor. Waiting 
lists are climbing, non-urgent 
operations are being cancelled 
and expensive drug treatments 
denied. 

On the doorsteps and at the 
hustings, voters say the state of 
the health service is a major 
worry. Yet politicians of all 
parties have shrunk from ad- 
dressing ft. They know that the 
survival of the NHS as a free 
universal service is under threat- 
Spending plans for the next two 
years, signed up to by both main 
parties, implyzerogrowth. The 
politically unpalatable options 
of rationing treatments or pri- 
vatising parts of the service to 
bridge toe funding gap are 
drawing closer. 

Haunted by the spectre of 
Jennifer’s Ear, Labour’s disas- 
trous 1992 election broadcast, 
no party has wanted to expose 
its plans for the NHS to close 
examination. That's apily: close 
examination is urgently re- 
quired- The health service has 
mst come through its toughest 
financial year, for a decade. 
Real terms growth in NHS 
spending,^ which has averaged 4 
percent a year since 1991, was 
cut to 1.6 per cent last year 
(1996-97). Wholesale bed and . 
ward closures were narrowly 
averted last whiter by accoun- 
tants raiding this year’s more 
generous allocation of 2.9 per 


Jeremy Laurance 

reports on the 
strange avoidance 
of a patient in a 
critical condition 

cent growth announced in last 
November’s budget. 

The future is grimmer. The 
fiscal rectitude expressed by 
both mam parties has left a gap- 


Irtual zero growth over the 
next two years will hot be 
enough to meet the growing de- 
mands of an ageing population, 
medical advances and rising 
expectations, estimated by the 
NHS Confederation, the body 
representing NHS trusts and 
health authorities, to 3 per cent 
a year. Only the Liberal De- 
mocrats, promising an extra 
five pence duty on cigarettes, 
have explained bow they wiD pay 
for the NEB. 

Labour yesterday sought to 
divert attention from this em- 
barrassment by pledging im- 
provements in cancer treatment. 
It plans to bridge the spending, 
gap by slashing bureaucracy - 
ending the inte rn al mar k et, merg- 
ing NEB trusts and repIacmgGP 
fundholding with local cammis- 
sianing in which GPs band to- 


their areas. Stone estimates sug- 
gest this could save 7,500 jobs. 
It fe, however, hard to see bow 


the necessary funds can be re- 
leased in time for the next pub- 
lic spending round in the autumn 
and inconceivable that they wifi 
be sufficient to provide 3 per cart 
growth, equivalent to £lbn. 

Labour has also yet to explain 

whatwin fKptaoe fhfi internal mar - 

keL It is unclear what leverage 
GPS will have over poor per- 
forming hospitals once competi- 
tion for contracts is eliminated. 

Stephen DorreD. the Secre- 
tary of State for Health, sought 
to expose the “contradiction at 
the heart of Labour's policy” oa 
Tuesday by demanding what 
would connect the new GP 
commissioning groups if it 
wasn’t a market 

However, Mr Dorrell was 
unable to make the 7bries' sums 
add up either. Making only a 
“base" commitment that the 
NHS would continue to enjoy 
real terms growth, as it had done 
since 1979, Mr Donell insisted 
that the amount of any increase 
would depend on the state of the 
economy. Asked how this could 
be achieved in the absenoe of tax 
rises to greater economic growth 
than forecast he said “We shall 
do itihe same way we have done 
it since 1979, through proper 
control of public finances and 
the maintenance of a successful 
economy.” 

Health department civil ser- 
vants talk openly of the in- 
evitability of rationing. Doctors' 
leaders and NHS managers say 
a public debate on what should 
be provided is essential 



Neglected sector: Tbny Blair facing questions from health staff at St Thomas’s Hospital in south London yesterday Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


\bters in dark over key policies 


John Bentoul 

Only half of voters recognise 
even the most high-profile poli- 
cies put forward by the three 
main parties, according to to- 
day's IndtpendeTUfHains poll. 

We took the most reported 
policy from each party’s mani- 
festo and asked voters if they 
could say which party had pro- 
posed them. The plan for a 
windfall tax to pay for a jobs pro- 
gramme soored best,^ with 57 per 
cent correctly recognising it as 
a Labour policy. 

But Labour was also identi- 
fied by significant minorities as 
the author of two other policies. 
One voter in five thought a 
penny on income tax for edu- 
cation was a Labour pledge and 
the same number thought fax 
breaks for spouses staying at 
home was in Labour’s oanrfesa 

The liberal Democrats’ ed- 
ucation policy achieved highest 
recognition among a party s 


THE INDEPENDENT 

HARRIS POLL 


own supporters (68 per cent). 
Among Labour voters, recog- 
nition of the wmd&Il tax was no 
higher than anxmg all voters (57 
percent).. 

The pofl was carried out over 
last weekend, before John Ma- 
jor's appeal to his parly to toe 
the line on Europe. It confirms 
the Euro-flceptical tinge to pub- 
lic opinion as the backdrop to 
this week’s turzoofi in the Con- 
servative campaign Bya narrow 
margin, voters are sceptical on 
the B core” European issue of 
whether closer ties to Europe 
would mean more or fewer 
jobs. Twenty-six per cent think 
closer ties will result, in job 
Josses* against 22 per cent who 
expect more jobs. Thiityrixper 


cent think closer ties wifi jnake 
no difference. 

The pcdl confirms the view ex- 
pressed yesterday by Peter 
Mandelson, Labour's campaign 
chief, that the electorate has 
largely made up its mind. 

Although only 66 per cent 
had “definitely decided” to vote 
for their party, thewaverers, the 
26 per cent who said “I may 
change my mind", hold out lit- 
tle comfort for the Tbries. 

When the waverers were 
asked which party they might 
switch to, Labour and the Lib- 
eral Democrats' (19 per cent 
each) led the Tbries (15 per 
cent) as second choice, al- 
though one-third said they did 
not Imow. 


Sir James Goldsmith's Euro- 
sceptic Rderendum Party could 
pick up another 6 per cent of the 
waverers, overwhelmingly from 
the Tbries. 

In another attempt to subject 
the Labour lead to Che most 
cautious assumptions. Harris 
changed its interviewing 
method this week. Its inter- 
viewers used a showcard listing 
the three main parties (four in 
Scotland and Wtiles) when ask- 
ing how people intend to vote. 

1CM, which also reminds 
voters of the liberal Democrats, 
has been reporting consistent- 
ly higher Liberal Democrat rat- 
ings and lower Labour ratings. 

But the new method seems to 
have had little effect on Harm's 
findings, though we cannot 
know whether Labour's three- 
point drop and the Liberal De- 
mocrat one-point rise this week 
is genuine, due to sampling 
variability or is the result of the 
new question format 1 


Whose policy? 


"Impose a windfall lax on 
privatised companies and use 
the money to cut youth 
unemfPoymane’ 

Lab (correct) 57% - V 
Con 8%' • 

Lib Dem 2% * ' . - 

Don’t kno«r33% ' 

‘PiAuptocornetaxbyapenny 
in the pound for education’ 
UtrDem (correct) 50* . 
Lab 19% A tV: 

Cbn.5%.;;. 

Don’t know SA% <•-' 

“Give tax reBpf to married 
qcKJp/eS- WheriSqrie of them 
[stayeathome ioiook after the 
c/jftfttor-: : - ‘ 

Con (correct) 44% 

iabzt% i 
LlbDBm2%. 

Don’t 'know 84% . 


Self denies taking drugs 
in toilet on Major’s jet 


Simon Reeve 


WDI Self the novelist and self- 
confessed former heroin addict 
yesterday denied he took hero- 
in on John Major’s election 
campaign aircraft and said be 
was disappointed the claims 
were distracting people from the 
“real issues" of the election. 

Self had been assigned to 
write an irreverent sketch on the 
Prime Minister's campaign by 
the O&ytTWrand was a passen- 
ger on the jet last Thursday 
when he allegedly hid in the toi- 
let to smoke or inject the drug. 

Will Hutton, the editor of the 
Oftsmw, sacked him after he re- 
fused to deny the claims, which 
were splashed across the front 


Some Obsenvr journalists are 
understood to be believe Self 
was falsely accused. 


The case against Self ap- 
pears to be largely based on his 
appearance after leaving the toi- 
let in the flight “It was just the 
way he was behaving and the 
way he looked compared to 1 0 
minutes earlier," said a jour- 
nalist who travelled with Self. 

A member of the Toiy cam- 
paign team is understood to 
have a friend who was addict- 
ed to heroin. This helped them 
to spot “teDrtale" signs. The Tory 
worker alerted Brian Mawhin- 
ney, the party chairman. On 
Friday, Simon Walters, political 
editor of the Sunday Express, 
was travelling with ihe Prime 
Minister and beard about the al- 
legations. He prepared a story 
for the Sunday edition which 
was never used. 

Self has issued a statement 
through Davenport Lyons, his 
solicitors: “Whilst he denies 


that he took drugs on the Prime 
Minister's campaign plane, he 
does not contest the decision 
(hat he should no longer remain 
at the Obsenvr. WDI Self feels 
(hat (he unsubstantiated alle- 
gations made against him 
should not be allowed to receive 
greater currency than they 
deserve, or detract from the real 
issues in the election cam- 


parjpt. 


ie statement noted that 
“although these alleged erents 
took place more than a week 
ago our client has not been con- 
tacted by the police". 

Before leaving Ellesmere 
Port in Cheshire, the Prime 
Minister was asked about the al- 
legations involving Self. “I have 
never met him, 1 know nothing 
about him. It's obviously a per- 
sonal tragedy for him," he said. 

Suzanne Moore, Page 19 
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J5Sfora«stth»«s posed- by tite European, 

Sassg^gT- 



d’peuvros’for^wn 

tiSSSr Sudani summit I7deys, A . 
hfrninfoeaft^to^ofv 


§. $>&* 


Hat# 



KEY ARGUMENTS 


The Conservative argument is that 
while European threats of greater 
federalism He on the table, the best 
person to fend thorn off is John Major; 
the man who so successfully won opt- 
outs on fee Sodto Chapter and . 
economic and monetary union (EMU) 

. Thto suggestion prompted Labour 
and the Liberal Democrats to reply feat 
tha Conservatives were so spfit that it 
was tffficufl to know who was 
negotiating whto fv whom. The shadewr 
Foreign Secretary. BobtnCook, sad Mr 
Major had Thrown in the towel 1 . Kenneth 
Clarke, the Chanceflor, confessed he 
had not been consulted on fee Issue of 
a Commons free. vote. 

Labour, meanwhile, opened a new 
front wife an attack on Liberal 
Democrat tax-ancKspend policies, 
based on a misunderstanding feat aH 
their pledges were to be paid for by a 
one penny Increase In fee rate of 
income tax, to 24p In fee pound. 

The Liberal Democrat treasury 
spokesman, MaJcohn Bruce,saidfeeh- 

. plans were foUy costed: ‘WtebeBeve 

that there should be no taxation 
without explanation-’ Paddy Ashdown 
later argued that Labour could not 
possibly mate a difference to fee NHS 
Wife savings from cuts In bureaucracy. 



& 



BAD DAY* HOGWASH 


John Tyndafi, leader of fee BNR' attempted to launch its manifesto. A 
thorough document, it even includes Hitler’s favourite topic of 

_J ‘degenerate art*. Tyndall writes: ‘In fee age to come, there are going to 

be two groat tides feat are destined to sweep all before them. The first tide Is that of 
nationalism . .. fee second is feat of dtsilkidoranem with liberalism . We in the BNP 
can claim wife some pride that we-have been In the for^ront of tone two tides.' 


It:--!™ 

i|T« ft eteagobd day for John . 
;:E YRedwbod, .defecto feeder of 

Ej tijeCorfeeryat^oEujp- 

a^pfc&.irva3ignlflcant~,. . 
L cobcesston, Jofan-Mafor said thar ■' 

. .'there cstifo be a free vote on the •. • 
stogie current#. BufMr Redwood 
continued to prose forward, 

• questiontog fee need for Britafintb - - 
l rremainln the-tongtocuirency • 

T negotiations: 1 think it would help 
TPfeJor’sJ case if hetokl us what he 
T istiyfeg toactuevefor. Britain in 
, ^whatever negotiations remain.’ .... 


ONE TO REMEMBER 


□ Deputy Prims Minister . - 

Michael Hssettine could hot 
keej£upw#h the. Prime ■. 

Minister’s poficy-maklng^on fee 
hoof over fee singte oarenry. Mr 
Majors attitude had become tinner 
-over fee day* and Mr Hesetitne was 
not aware that the Pitine' Minister’s . 

most recent statement waa that a ■ 
tree vote “must'’ appty to • 

' backbenchers. He accused BBC 
interviewer Cbaifie Lee-Potter of. • ' 
“arosstv c&stortfna" and 
'‘exaggerating’’ Mr Wafer's position. 


THE OTHER PARTIES 


Lord Sutch, leader of the Monster 
Raving Loony Party, announced: 
“I’m not stanefing in the election 
because my mother Is very in. I’ve 
got to visit her every day in hospttaL" 

Four Green Party candidates in Edinburgh 
burned their nomination papers in protest 


at the £500 deposit required, ns 
spokesman Charles Booth said: ‘Britain is 
one of the few places in Europe that puts 
a financial price on democracy.* 

Alex Salmond said the $NP was 
'sympathetic' to Scotland joining a single 
currency, depending on circumstances. 


MEDIA STAR 


A Liberal Democrat candidate was surprised to find himself quoted by 
Labour’s Chris Smith in his onslaught on the Tories' health policy yesterday. 
Dr Euan Harris; who Is standing in Oxford West and Abingdon, was quoted 
condemning the development of a two-tier NHS. Although he stood by his 
criticism. Dr Harris said he was ‘astonished 1 that fee Labour party was using 
a Liberal Democrat spokesman 'to endorse fetor unsustainable position’. 



It was Will StoPs turn to face the reporters. Questioned about 
drug-taking on the Prime Xtinfster's plan*, ba said: ‘I 
completely refute ali the allegations.’ A statement issued by 
the. author's sdBdtof noted telthough these alleged events 
took-pfaoe more than a week ago our client has not been 
; contacted by the petes'- But Scotland Yard confirmed an 
Investigation into ihe aBeged use of a controlled drug was 
under way. Even John Major had a view on fee matter: T 
know nothing about him. tfa obviously a personal tragedy tor 
hkn v ’ Atteastihere could be a book In an this for WtiL 
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elections 


Englishness 
and charm 
win friends 
in the North 


Major's campaign takes on an Alice in 
Wonderland quality, writes Peter Fopham 



A general election campaign is the 
moment when a nation confronts its 
rulere. But on a slow Thursday in the 
middle of Britain’s general election 
campaign in 1997, you can range 
across huge tracts oC land, eat up 
miles of video-tape, soak up words 
and sights, and return to the capital 
very little the wiser. You can come 
out and up and down and back in a 
bubble of unreality. 

The mood takes grip at the reg- 
ular morning press conference. 
Smith Square, home of Tory head- 
quarters, is a genteel Georgian vac- 
uum bard by Westminster. 
Journalists bound for the press con- 
ference do not walk in the front door 
but are directed along a white- 
painted wooden tunnel into the se- 
curity zone, a horizontal rabbit hole 
that disgorges into Tory wonderland 

In the windowless press confer- 


ence chamber in front of a project- 
ed sign reading “You Can't Trust 
Labour on Europe", John Major re- 
sumes yesterday’s suicide assault 
on his own party. But the fine fury 
of his performance at Wednesday’s 
press conference has dissipated In 
its place is the disdain and pique of 
the old hand staring at the prospect 
of being turfed out by rash youth. 
Chirac and Kohl, he said, “would eat 
Tony Blair for breakfast and digest 
him For lunch.” 

Outside io the otherwise empty 
square, three man-sized teddy-bears 
demonstrate inscmtibiy, holding 
placards witich read “\fote for a fleas- 
free Britain". Bill Morris of the 
TGWU is there, trying to deliver an 
over-complicated message on pen- 
sions, revolving around Major’s fail- 
ure to become a bus conductor. We 
board the bus. Ibday we are flying 



Clearing a path: Tbry workers keeping joumaBsts away from the Prim© Minister as he goes walkabout in Cheshire Photograph: Adam Butler 


Minister breathing space. 

Unlike Tbny Blair’s walkabout, 
there is a relaxed, unstructured 
mood, with no attempt to filter out 
unruly elements. Any voters burst- 
ing with anti-lbiy indignation would 
have little difficulty in getting dose 
enough to give John Major the Jer- 
ry Hayes treatment. But instead, he 


to Manchester to visit a discount 
shopping centre at Ellesmere Fort, 
a m 3e or two down the road from 
Neil Hamil ton’s constituency of Tit- 
ton. The centre turns out to be a cir- 
cle of neo-TUdor tqytown structures 
topped by weathercocks embower- 
ing a huge car-park. The toytown 
structures are occupied by “design- 


er outlets" such as Nike, Gap, etc. 
Wlpr are we here? The constituen- 
cy (notional Labour majority over 
3,000) must look pretty unassailable, 
even through John Major’s eyes. AH 
that is to be said is that burin ess is 
h rvYmfn^ cons umer s a if flnrtringanri 
the gently curving plan makes it a 
handy spot for a walkabout Said 


walkabout commences. It's a strange 

animal crawli ng m tinri the shopping- 
centre, part rugby scrum, part com- 
pacted ballroom dance, with small 
dismembered lap-dog microphones 
bobbing above while the Tory vol- 
unteers in baby-blue sweatshirts, 
on their haunches, press the pho- 
tographers forward to give the Prime 


£ Major extorts 
the same 
excruciating 
Englis hness from 
all who cross 
Ids path 5 

« shrouded m a zone of quietness 

androurtesv: Ms to** 1 - ■““S* 
teem to haw an anaesthetic 
"You’ve got the nght 
tie ot, anyway." say? one Labour 
wpMrter(Major*s us » wdi wd 
tha^f about as rude as ileuts. This 
prime Minister, as English as it is 
SSue to be, extorts the same ex- 
Sttog Englishness from ah who 

the Cheshire Oate 
Racquets Cub for lunch, where 
membership is offered at the rareof 
£3 400 per family. Then Major (toes 
mother thing that Blair s not often 
allowed to do, what in the trade they 

call “a doorstep”. . 

Then: is, in fact, no doorstep m 
sight, but the Prime Minister Knaves 
afifhe has just opened the dewr to 
a pack of hungry reporters and B mag- 
nanimous and affable enough to 
give them fall and tonk 
did Europe (again). We did IRA 
ceasefires. We did free «ues cm Eu- 
rope. Wb got the benefit of John Ma- 
jor's view that, like the hero of 
Vice-Versa to FAnstey, Tony Blair is 

Ellesmere Pen, 
the North-West, designer shopping. 
At Hawarden on the way buck, Mr 
Major was careful to shake the 
bands of all eight members of his lo- 
cal motorcycle escort. But that sthe 
sort of man he is. 


Currys 


New HOOVER pure power 

Save up to rfO 



HOOVER W 

Pure Power Upright Cleaner 

■ 1200 watt motor 

■ 7 stage filtration aawvs puke 

■ 25% Lighter 

■ Self sealing bag 

Model Pure Power U3120 
Wk £209,99 


HOOVER H 33 

Pure Power Upright Cteaner 

■ 1300 watt variable motor 
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■ Bum-in air freshener 

■ 5«H sealing bag 

Model Pure Power U3130 

CURRYS PRICE 
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Pure Power Upright Cleaner 
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■ BuBt-tn air freshener 
Model Pure Power U3I40 
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■ Power Boost 
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HOOVER 

Cjrlncfer Cleaner 

■ 1300 watt motor 

■ Variable power 

■ Bag check httfeator 
Model SC364 FREHXJM 
W«£129l 99 
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HOOVER .. 
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■ 1300 watt motor 

■ Bog check indicator 

Modal SC IBS 
Was £139.99 

CBHKY5PRKZ 
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.99 


HOOVER 

Cjrflnder Oeoner with Wash 

Fodfitty 

■ P owerf u l 1250 watt motor 

■ Carpet and upholstery 
shampooer 

■ Hard floor wosWng/dfying 
Model S4514 

Price excluding Trade-in 
£17999 

TRADE INI 


£ 139 


.99 
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MEDIA WATCH 


True-blue press 
makes capital 
out of currency 


Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent 

It was almost possible to hear 
the cheering in the offices of The 
Daily Telegraph and the Daily 
Mail as Europe moved to cen- 
tre stage in the election cam- 
paign this week. 

Both newspapers have led a 
right-wing campaign to create 
ah alternative platform for the 
Conservatives based on rejec- 
tion of the single currency be- 
fore the election. 

So when the Prime Minister 
scrapped his campaign strategy 
on Wednesday to take on the 
single currency issue, ibe Dai- 
fy Mail was quick to claim the 
credit Its front page yesterday 
boasted that the Euro- scepti- 
cism among Tory candidates ad- 
dressed by John Major in his 
party election broadcast was 
“triggered by the Daily Mail s 
Battle for Britain campaign". 

Its front-page headline “Ma- 
jors pledge” and accompanying 
stoty displayed the newspa- 
pers belief that the issue is a 
winner for the party, even 
though the “wait-and-see" pol- 
icy remained in place. The pa- 
per’s leader column was 
convinced that the dear blue 
water between Tories and 
Labour it had been looking for 
had arrived. “You do now have 
a choice,” it thundered. 

While the Daily Mail ignored 
the question of whether the EU 
issue harms the Tbries bv ex- 
posing divisions, the Daily Tele - 


Teachers loyal to Labour 
despite loss of faith 

stayed ,oyal 10 Labour since the last 

wSfcX^ lS££3 f i J?* faith J n thc W* education 

poucies, according to a poll out today. 

i J? ° vt i rilalfof teachers intend to vole Labour on 

i^frdr???n ODe perce f nta S e Point fewer than in 19 o£ 
according to a survey for the National Association of 



union in the run-up ,o toe iastcUwiuflT UcyVtani 

BNP launch sabotaged 

iffiraSffCS; 53 PSSEX 

of the fa^ght ^Tg party «hiehS™T ilh 

for immigrants. Eventudh- hoth" If lcs n? P aln att 
lenve the venue, a 

Bears grab publicity bird 


from a taxi outside thVHo^SjJlf ddiCS 
march off with the cfaickS^is ^ rl,amenl “ 
fonner Tory minister Stevun S lch . w ?s to be pic 
io Tony Blair^^^S,^ m a ^Lhcr 
jive television debate°Oreriak m !n ^ John 1 
before the bears returned S?„- ta 

Office in Smith Square, t0 p,dwi ^mservativ 




qraph acknowledged im its front 
page that Mr Major wits taking 
a gamble, but tried to take on 
the argument. 

U maintained that in fact the 
Tories are not divided because 
most of them are united in op- 
position to a single currency. It 
sees the parting of candidates 
horn thc Icadcnfrip line as :in ad- 
vantage: “If by May 1. 25b Tory 
candidates are prepared to de- 
clare what they really think 
about Europe as cumparwl witii, 
say, six from Labour, then that 
should be counted as 250 points 
in the Consci\-athx*s' favour.” 

The Express tried to claim 
that it had prompted the Prime 
Ministers appeal to the nation: 
“Major rises to the Express 
challenge"- but then ques- 
tioned its value by asking “are 
we any the wiser?". It also em- 
phasised the damaging nature 
of the split between leadership 
and candidates with the head- 
line “Knives oui as Major 
pleads for support". 

The 7 otk$ also applauded Mr 
Majors stand, but was more 
lukewarm about whether or 
not the issue of Europe helped 
the Tory cause. It noted that 
Tory policy was now effective- 
ly opposition to the single cur- 
rency regardless of negotiations 
because “the rebellion has al- 
ready ensured, in Mr Major's 
words, that he will go naked into 
the conference chamber ... he 
would not be able to join EMU 
except by relying on opposition 
votes and splitting his party”. 
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elections 


Hume offers ‘best chance for peace’ 


f^MclQiWck 

Ireland Correspondent 

7^5 Democratic and 
Labour Party launched its 


~ ~ ~:r yesterday, 

oomendmg that support fa 
the party represented the best 
chance of a post-election revival 
of the peace process. 

.The party leader John Hume 
W claim to having shaped 
much of the political agenda of 
i too decades, and ap- 
pealed for a mandate for h£ 


continuing efforts to bring 
abotit peace. 

Taking as an example Mid- 
ulster, where the SDLP is 
fighting the Rev Ian Paisley’s 
Democratic Unionist Party and 
Sinn ffein, he asked; “What is 
the choice in Mid-Ulster? 
Sectarianism and bigotry as 
represented by the DUP; 
violence and the killing of 


Smn Fein; or peace and agree- 
ment as represented by the 
SDLP. TTiat is the choice.” 


The SDLP presently holds 
loir of the lS Nbrthem Ireland 
seats. Three of these look safe 
for the party, but in West 
Belfast, always a marginal. Dr 
Joe Hendron faces a strong 
challenge from tbe Sinn Erin 
preadeni Gerry Adams. 

Another close contest 
between the parties; is taking 
place in West Tyrone; a new 
constituency which has a 
nationalist majority. 

1 Many SDLP members were 
worried by tbe Sinn Fein 


performance in last year's 
elections to the Northern 
Ireland forum, when the 
republicans achieved a record 
15.5 per cent of the vote. 

SDLP workers say they are 
particularly targeting nation- 
alists who last year switched to 
Sinn Fein in the hope of en- 
couraging the peace process. 

Mr Hnroe sard extremists on 
both sides were promoting 
sectarianism in order to polarise 

0E Head^ed:^^fcffiSgrf 


churches on both sides of our 
community is a dreadful and 
ap pallin g act of sectarianism 
which offends the baric princi- 
ples of the vast majority of 
people." 

Mr Hume's deputy, Seamus 
Malktn, was noticeably more 
aggressive in his attitude 
towards Sinn Fein. He declared; 
■“Ewaybody here knows there is 
an end to violence coming. 

die before they°have ihe 
courage to bring it aboui? How 


many more people have to go 
to jail for the best part of their 
lives before that certainty is 
brought to fruition?” 

Mr Malion has recent!}’ come 
under attack from republicans 
accusing hhn of being less en- 
thusiastic about the peace 
process than his party leader. 
He responded yesterday. “1 
and others in the SDLP have 
been working for peace for 25 
yeas. Wbai were ihcy doing, Mr 
Adams and Martin McGinn- 
ness, during that 25 years - 


that's a question worth posing." 

Although the peace process 
is regarded as being in suspen- 
sion during the election 
campaign, Mr Hume revealed 
that he had met Mr Adams only 
a few weeks ago. He signalled, 
however, that his patience was 
not endless, declaring; "If it 
becomes dear that the dialogue 
is not going to bring an end to 
violence, the SDLP will get on 
with the political talks.” 

If the talks produced agree- 
ment this should be put to the 


Irish people, north and south, 
for endorsement by referen- 
dum. If accepted, there would 
then be no conceivable justiti* 
cation for violence or the 
existence of the IRA, he said. 

The SDLP leader added: ‘i 
would hove thought it would be 
better to end their violence 
completely, join in that process, 
have an input into it. rather than 
be left out and have the Irish 

people crane nut imi the one day 

and tel! them they arc toudly 
opposed in what you are duine." 


A 1 *' ' 

l ’ 
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OldE 

finds 


sc 


hard 


Douglas Flraser 

People tend to be outw 
so Jacob Rees-Mogg directs 
his efforts towards the unem- 
ployed, the elderiy, single moth 
ers and terrifying dogs, as he 
gamely lopes round a bleak 
Scottish housing estate on a 
steep learning curve. 

Aged 27, and previousl 
educated at Eton and (More 
this City fond manager has 
enrolled at the school of hard 
knocks — Central Fife campus 
- to find out how to run a con- 
stituency campaign and offer 
himself up as a lamb for ritual 
political slaughter. 

As a Conservative and 
Unionist candidate in the last 
area to have had a Communist 
MR his tactic is to canvass for 
eight hours: “No lory has been 
since before Dement AnJee be- 
came prune ministeif . 

Mr Rees-Mogg cuts a mild- 
ly eccentric figure on the Lev- 
en bousing estate, helped by a 
trusty Mercedes Estate and 
two mends who are up from- 
London. Long and languid, 
and alarmingly like his journalist 
father. Lord William Rees- 
Mogg, he reasons quietly and 
earnestly with reluctant con- 
stituents. The candidate is 



On the stump: Jacob Rees-Mogg campaigning in Fife Central - the last area to have had a Communist MP 


slowed by the challenge of com- 
prehending the broad Fife ac- 
cent, while some voters struggle 
with his Etonian tones. 

He refuses to accept his back- 
ground as an issue. “Nobody 
says to Tony Blair in Sedgefield* 
‘You’re Scottish, so what are you 
doing in an English con- 
stituency?' Or to Tfcddy Taylor 
in Southend. I suppose I'm 
’IbddyThyior in reverse. He has 
as much connection with Essex 


as I do with Central Fife, but 
we're both campaigning on 
national issues that affect the 
whole country. 1 only had one 
person who shouted ‘Go bade 
to Cornwall’, which was rather 
odd, because I've no connection 
with CorawalL” 

Five years ago, his prede- 
cessor took 175 per cent of the 
turnout, while Henry McLeish, 
currently Labour's Scottish 
campaign oo-orcBflator, won on 


just about 50 per cent, double 
the Scottish Nationalist vote. If 
it looks bad for Mr Rees-Mogg, 
then consider the 7 per cent the 
Liberal Democrats took last 
time, despite the fact that Men- 
zies Campbell holds the neigh- 
bouring seat for them. 

Success, says Mr Rees-Mogg 
must ultimately be measured by 
whether you wm tbe seat or not. 

But he is realistic about the 
impossible odds. Bearing an ex- 


travagant rosette proclaiming 
“No Tartan Tax”, he is particu- 
larly keen to argue the case for 
keeping sovereignty in West- 
minster and out of Edinburgh 
or Brussels. He is one Tbiy can- 
didate who will not vote for a 
single European currency, 
whatever tbe result of talks. 

Everyone asks if this is a dry 
run for a safer seat next time, 
he says. But they all get short 
shrift. T don’t see this automatic 


progression. 1 don’t think any of 
the candidates who have stood 
in this seat once it was created 
in 1983 have gone on to stand 
again. I'm sure none have gone 
on to be elected. HI wail and 
see. If I lose my deposit or 
something, I don’t think anyone 
would want me (o do it again, 
so it's not just a question of 
whether / want to do fL And 
obviously, if I'm elected here I'd 
stand again.” 


His name cuts little ice with 
readers of the Glenrothes 
Gazette. “If you look at name 
recognition, only 5 per cent 
know who Michael Heseltine is. 
Only 1 or 2 per cent will know 
who Rees-Mogg is, if that, 
though I had one lady recently 
who thought all politicians were 
pretty dreadful but she always 
reads ray father's articles." 

Rees-Mogg the Elder was a 
Tbry candidate at a tender age 


Photograph: Colin McPherson 

and againsi the odds. 

He fought a Durham mining 
seat in the 1950s before taking 
to journalism, and offered en- 
thua'asue support for the stand 
in Central Fife: “For him, as for 
me, it was an invaluable thing 
to do because of what you learn 
about part of the country and 
people you otherwise might 
not come into contact with.” 


Fringe figures toss spanner 
in the democratic works 



John Rentoul and 
Tony Heath 

Among- the record 3,717 
candidates standing in this 
election, there is a bumper 
crop of oddballs, jokers and 
snook-cockers. Scrutiny of the 
lists published yesterday also 
revealed a handful of “spoiler" 
candidates using party names 
similar to the main parties. 

Rod Richards, the Conser- 
vative former Welsh Office 
minister standing in Clwyd 
West, faces a challenge from a 
Rod Richard, describing himself 
as the “Conservatory Party Can- 
didate", Without the final “s” 

Mr Richard’s name will appear 

before Mr Richards' on the bal- 
lot paper. The stunt oonld help 
hand the seat to Labour, which 
needs a 9 per cent swing to win. 


Sir Nicholas Lyefl, tbe 
Attorney General, saw off in the 
courts an attempt by atocal busi- 
nessman to change his name to 
“Sir- Nicholas LyelT and stand 
against him in Bedfordshire 
North East. But be stiQ faces 
Frank Rtfey, who wiD be de- 
scribed as “Conservative Candi- 
date" and wh o win precede him 
on the ballot paper. . . 

Meanwhile, Labour faces 
trouble of its own from two 
“New Labour” candidates. In 
ultra-margin al Gravesham, 
Anthony Ley&hon has carried 
out his threat to stand as the 
“New Labour Party Candidate” 
in protest at the decision to al- 
low Tbry defector Alan 
Howarth to stand as a Labour 
candidate. Alun Michael, a 
Labour home affairs spokes- 
man, also faces a “New Labour" 


challenger in his safe Car diff 
South and Penaitb seat. 

In North Wales, a rogue lib- 
eral Democrat candidate 
threatens to undermine the 
party’s chances erf winning the 
three-way marginal Conwy seat. 

. Richard Bradley, understood to 
be a former employee of the 
party in London, lodged papers 
describing himself as liberal 
Democrat. The move angered 
party officials who claimed it was 
a deliberate attempt to damage 
the chances of the official 
candidate, the Rev Roger 
Roberts. 

The issue of potentially-mis- 
leading party labels was tested 
at the 1994 Euro-elections, 
when there were several 
“Conversative” candidates and 
two “Literal Democrats". One 
of the literal Democrats won 


more than 10,000 votes in 
Devon and East Plymouth. 

. A legal challenge to the re- 
sult by the Liberal Democrats 
failed, and the court confirmed 
that the law on parry labels was 
weak. The election adminis- 
trator for Tattoo seems to have 
advised Martin Bell against the 
use of the “anti-corruption" 
description on grounds of libel 
law, rather than electoral law. 

Other candidates include for- 
mer drug smuggler Howard 
Marks who is standing in 
Scwthampton Tfest, a Labour tar- 
get, for the Legalise Cannabis 
Party, and Gary Glitter who is 
standing in Cornwall. Enter- 
tainer Freddie Zapp, changed 
his name by deed poll to fight 
the marginal Tbry seat of Fhl- j 
mouth and Camborne for the 
Monster Raving Loony Party. I 
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HOW 1 WILL VOTE: NICHOLAS PARSONS 

‘Ashdown has been very Mr in 


How Will you vote? 

Liberal Democrat 


WWJ, I've been a Liberal all my 
fife, since ray university days, 

rvc stuck throughout my hfow 

the Liberal cause and Liberal 
party and now am a liberal 
Democrat. 

I think that Paddy Ashdown 
and the leading liberals 1^1 

most straightfopvard and hon- 
est of 411 the pohuaans. . ineyn- 
not engaging; in the ' PJJJJ 

political slanging niatch that s 
going on, and trying io go mw 

a personality tirade against 
each other. 

What Issues are Important to 
.r& the most /important 

thing » education- 

of a Andrews University for 

three years, and I MM.v«r 

involved in the academic and . 
S^wlworidlrecog^ 
the value of education and 

that's why I admire very much 

Paddv Ashdown’s pledge to. 



t - --in _ _ . 

put a penny cm ihcome ; tax m 
order to mate sore that the 
educational standards are 
improved. I think every young 
person should- be gfven afi. 
available opportunities, and 
I'jn sure every parent would 
agree- to put a penny on_therr 
income tax without heatationto 

_ .—i fLjHTAKiliWn'cfilllirB. 


SajHOlOlUUKiU 

l thmkit's sad- that the other 
parties don't adopt similar 
attitudes, and instead try to 
bribe the electorate into voting 
for them. - . . 


I feel very strongly about the 
unfair voting system in this coun- 
try. In the past the Liberal par- 
ty have polled almost a third of 
the total votes, yet won less than 
a sixtieth of the available seats. 
On the other band the Tbry par- 
^acttiaflypdfedonly43peroenr 
of the votes at the last election, 

. . and yet because they got a few 1 
more seats they were able to 
form a government This 
allowed them to push through 
their agenda arbitrarily. 

This k not the way that a 
democracy should work. The 
advantage of a third party, es- 
pecially a liberal party in third 

place, is that il would act as a 
counterbalance to one of- the 
two major parties who have 
been fighting it back and forth 
over the last 40 years. Propox- 
tional representation is the 
feiresr way to count votes. 

Which politicians do you 
admire? 

Well at tbe moment 1 Eke tbe 
i parting members of tbe Liber- 
al Democrats. I think that Fad- 


dy Ashdown has been very fair 

and intelligent, in the way he has 

not gone in for this political 
sla ngrng match. There are some 
very bright parole in the Lib 
Dems, such as Charles Kennedy 
and Menzies Campbell. If there 
was a dose finish or bung par- 
liament, I would like to see the 
Liberal Democrats invited into 
a coalition. This would ensure 
the extreme policies of either 
party were modified and we 
would have consensus politics. 
Coalitions can work. 

When did you first become 
interested in politics? 

1 was secretary of the liberal 
Party at Glasgow University 
for three years, arid took part 
in the , debates which we used to 
have there. University is when 
most people get actively inter- 
ested m politics. At Glasgow we 
pm on parliamentary debates 
based on the parliamentajy 
system. It was often outrageous 
and great fun as WeD as being 
very stimulating. 

Interview by Sam Coates 


APK*tm*4 bn TSemidard ¥arta6fe Hme Rep a yment mo»<gBg^cari>wct ate HA April 1997. Source: Mooeyfact*. 

°“ ’****■>*" 

» It doesn't matter whether you're moving house or not. you can still move your 
mortgage to Direct Line. 

* It could save you around £50* a month. 

» You can borrow up to 90% of the value of your home. 

* There's a free valuation. 

* No early redemption, arrangement or mortgage indemnity fees. 

» Direct line guarantees to save you 20%t on your existing 
buildings insurance. 

* If you transfer your mortjpge without moving house 

Direct Line will pay your legal fees»«. & 

» Call now, were waiting to beat the banks and l yPlRcCT iniWC^ 

building societies. 


0181 649 9099 


LONDON 


0161 831 9099 


MANCHESTER 


0141 221 9099 


GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. INDI03 
' wwvfcdirecdinftrauk A Royal Bank of Scotland company. 

H H*** br - Wr * tt WrtMrtJwUMl B* ScVtawac State*. <n.4SH> Qfnx* Um »t»n QS.0H to OHM CP v* wiHW i 

W-yi* * X pnrthm p** far*. !**■* JtaBc wia *** bm » u.U udlftwt Ur* IWM Sunriot Uratad miw 

"f y p Bw kn n . ®f.«* knn iu^ to UMtonn of ttot (cfd dor ** (ft ltod S mnrttr - Smhnd) 

.. «,i r i . . ■ n ■» - . i f t - T* " 

* r ** , n ^ W yw hn»lb^pfwMi>o 

- \ fl r* 'r~; • ‘| 1 — re~— lj ^lt - - r-r mif Vliir m i !■! 

" — ■ ■ t lB »W AM ONuW«(ii UN«it^ hm -t raf — u*T«BlMn wt QMTUs b « Amted odto- «d my 
f ** " * t~- — *— *- nil f niw M j iai n i n 'i l|i |.i ray Htifta f ywww of ■ ha to the wtottog bwtor «lMa bttog 

miryna m i tt im e t w n ' » ^ tvytm-lm rtm-'m* to n*ip ct to iwwwl Mn rtt w rting gtoto W 

-f'.'klr V- • *** *** * * * iwiitow n it) tto» h e n « obnvtannM •»««« w»*i| icip*»w»» 

^ roynMOMtijs AT RWc iFifoaDo Nor tesxxrr Repayments on a mortgage qr other loan secured on re 
.y--;.': •' c aiws A« Wmifo U n iwmo pk: 


..V 
















i 'c. 7 - ' - ; 


FRIDAY IS APRIL TJff 


1 j V THE INDEPENDENT 

elections 


Parties keep tight rein on cyberspace debate 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 


In fact, no. That was part of 
the unfettered debate that In- 


The topic was Europe, the 
venue was the Internet, and the 
language was blunL “Don’t try 
to hide behind any posh sound- 
ing snot- nosed expressions, you 
pompous windbag," said the 
message. Phew. Was John Ma- 
jor using the information su- 
perhighway to finally get tough 
with the Euro-sceptics? 


temet usere are carrying on 
about the election in discussion 


areas known as “newsgroups**. 

Even though politicians have 
been happy to talk about how 
rtantthe 


Just as on the streets, where 
soundbites and choreographed 
■walkabouts rule the day, on the 
Internet the parties are stage- 
managing everything, and leav- 
ing nothing to chance. 


manifestos via Web sites on the 
global network. 

But that is the static part of 
the network. Indeed, a quick 
tour suggests that, rather than 
offering a means for voters to 


they are emphatically not. 

The Conservatives’ site (at 
hrttp^/www .conservative-par- 
ty .org.uk/), which claims to 
have 16,000 visitors per week - 
rrith about SO per cent coming 


i ."r - . Most of the parties fielding bypass the media in the search from the UK- actually echoes *i*u wuiu *«uuua ***& *» -v - — ■ — r - ■ _ two nurucK *«*•" “*'**“ 

J?P° nam 8'°^ network of candidates in the general elec- for facts, the main parties see its physical adverts. The elec- screen for four minutes without tic, as one person S viewing ot j i^ 3 t their site 

me internet will be to our ru- tion — from the f/mseruarfimc ih» tu>K w a inm^vut MMSArt riAn fmnt HMums k frnrfmo-rait- tshat rmiirw if anv a nape can tenerarc nundreus ' ■ >k 'lib- 


most occupying the lories (if 
not the wters), its only mention 
comes as the 23th of the Tories’ 
25 pledges -which appear in an 
animated sequence taking 10 
seconds each. 

You could sit watching, the 


M&'SME 


while, is dannmg that itsdeo- an j ai limes lower 

lion site (at Wtp^/www- ww®* nlun berof htts-»wi- 
labourwin97.org.uk/) . Jag ^ had between 

received 125 million hits c#vf arit i i 25 .fJOO>isitors. 
since its launch on -0 March - ^ j n jjnc with the 

a splendidly misleadmg s*t»- J}*™*** “he Liberal 

hr> ae nne nerSOn S Viewing of Other tW r* . .L.kir 


uie internet wul be to our fu- non - from the Conservatives, the Web as a low-cost extension tion, its front page declares, is finding out what policy, if any, a page can generate humireas lf //www ijbdcxnuw&uk'Iib- 
ture economic development. Labour and liberal Democrats of their advertising hoardings. “A Choice of TWo Futures”. the Tbries have on the matter, of “hits" (winch are requests b> Jr h,< about visitors 
they show seat reluctance to through to Plaid Cymru, the If vou want a free manifesto. But despite every indication And as for the existence of the user’s computer to see a “*? , *?Jf- niwsrccnlo f|j|ii« 


“ey show seat reluctance to through to Plaid Cymru, the 
Sf involved m the real cut-and- Communist Party and Scottish 
thrust with potential voters. Greens - are pushing their 


uiiuu£u io riaiu uymru, me If you want a free manifesto. But despite every indication And as for the existence oi me users cuuihum.» - v-- with 70 ocr cent' 

Communist Party and Scottish these are the triaces to go. If you that internal opposition to the Euro-sceptics -well, perish the small file on the Labour site), JJK. 

Greens - are pushing their want news and interpretation, single currency is the topic thought. . . Judging by the structure ot coming 





Spreading the word: The Deputy Prime Minister, Michael Heseltine, leaving the Brick Lane mosque in London's East End after a visit there 
yesterday with the Conservative candidate for Bethnal Green and Bow, Kabir Choudhury (front right) Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


Strong criticism by Brown suggests policies of third parly are gathering support 

m tit 


Tax-and-spend promises earn 
Lib Dems a flattering attack 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


Labour yesterday delivered a 
dramatically tough attack on the 
Liberal Democrats’ tax and 
spending policies - prompting 
a suspicion that Paddy Ash- 
down's party is making cam- 
paign headway. 

At his daily press confer- 
ence. Mr Ashdown underlined 
the Liberal Democrat promise 
to offer clear, costed commit- 
ments in return for “modest, tar- 
geted taxes". 

Citing the example of cuts in 
class sizes or shortened waiting 
lists for hospital treatment, he 
said: “We believe people are 
prepared to pay a little more, so 
long as they know the money 
will be well spent." 


Baroness Williams - the for- 
mer Labour cabinet minister 
and one of the Social Democ- 
rats' founding Gang of Four - 
told the press conference that 
the tax message was getting 
across to the voters. 

Fresh from a campaign tour, 
she reported; “It is dear that our 
simple message on tax ... is very 
popular." As for Labour, she 
said that there was a quite ex- 
traordinary level of bewilder- 
ment about what they stood for. 

“It is a kind of Cheshire cat 
campaign where there is noth- 
ing left at the end but the smile. 

“It is not that they don’t 
think Labour stands for social 
justice any more, it is that they 
don’t know what it stands for ... 
There is a very strong sense 
that Labour has given words 


of support to all the things 
we both agree upon, but that is 
not accompanied by any dear 
commitment of any kind to 
finance iu" 

Whether Labour was stung 
by that attack, or whether it is 
sensitive to constituency re- 
ports of a growing support for 
the Liberal Democrats, Gordon 
Brown, the shadow Chancellor, 
yesterday delivered a flatteringly 
strong criticism of the party at 
Labour's press conference. 

“I think it is about rime that 
the Liberal Democrats, who 
say that they want honesty 
about finance’ honestly told us 
how all their spending com- 
mitments are to be paid for," he 
said. 

Mr Brown then read out a 
lengthy list of Liberal Democ- 


rat spending commitments, 
from free eye and dental checks 
through to an increase of 3,000 
in the number of police officers, 
adding: “And the Liberals try to 
tell us this can be paid for at 45 
pence a week. 

“I ask you, ‘Do their sums 
add up? Where is the money go- 
ing to come from?’ The only 
reason they can get away with 
these spending commitments, 
that are completely uncosted, is 
because nobody thinks they are 
going to be elected. They are be- 
ing completely dishonest in 
their claims " 

Tony Blair, the Labour 
leader, yesterday went out of his 
way to urge reporters to exam- 
ine the Liberal Democrat 
claims, saying: The Liberal 
Democrat proposals, particu- 


larly on taxation, bear a little 
scrutiny." 

The liberal Democrat claim 
about a cost of 45p a week re- 
lates specifically to the propos- 
al to raise the rate of income tax 
by a penny, to help pay for the 
£2bn-a-year education invest- 
ment plan. 

The party has also listed a 
number of other tax increases 
and spending cuts to fond its 
programme. And the liberal 
Democrats are quite specific in 
saying that free eye and dental 
checks, and a freeze on pre- 
scription charges, would be 
more than covered by an extra 
5p tax on a pack of cigarettes, 
and an extension of employers’ 
national insurance contribu- 
tions to taxable benefits in kind. 

Donald Marin tyre, page 19 


Ashdown: ‘We are a grandfather’ 


Barrie dement 


Paddy Ashdown Iasi night was 
able to emulate a retired partv 
leader with the words; "We are 
a grandfather." 

Mr Ashdown. 56. heard that 
his daughter Kate had given 
birth to a baby hoy. 

"Jane and I are both de- 
lighted at this news," the Lib- 
eral Democrat leader said 
before a rally in Cardiff. Moth- 
er and baby were said to he well 
last night ‘in north Burgundy, 
France, where Kate and her 
French husband Sebastian live. 

At the rally, however, Mr 
Ashdown got back to business. 
Having refused during the cam- 
paign to attack other party lead- 


ers personally, he offered the 
Prime Minister his pity instead. 

The increasingly buoyant 
Liberal Democrat leader said he 
felt “genuinely sorry “for John 
Major. He was a decent man 
trying desperately to lead an 
“impossible party" riven with 
turmoil over Europe. 

Mr Ashdown referred to the 
“sad spectacle" of the Prime 
Minister being forced to dedi- 
cate the whole of a party polit- 
ical broadcast on Wednesday 
night to rebels in his own party. 

In the teeth of ministerial 
dissent and open revolt among 
candidates, Mr Major urged 
support for his “negotiate and 
then decide" policy on a single 
currency. 


Mr Ashdown said the broad- 
cast was not targeted at 56 mil- 
lion people, nor even the critical 
“swing" voters in marginal seats, 
but at 600 Tory candidates. 

The Liberal Democrat leader 
was in confident mood in the 
wake of national polls showing 
growing, support for his party and 
the results of private surveys in 
Tory marginal constituencies 
where Liberal Democrats believe 
they are closing the gap. 

Mr Ashdown said the Con- 
servatives had become two par- 
ties. “In one Tory party, the few 
left who understand that 
Britain's future lies in Europe. 
In the other loiy party, the kmd 
of people whose idea of a Eu- 
ropean policy is to shout loud- 


er in English. They are hope- 
lessly divided. They are weak- 
ly led." The internal strife in the 
Conservative party had become 
the foreign policy of the British 
government, he said. 

The hustings earlier in the day 
mok on the air of a musical com- 
edy as the Ashdown battle bus 
arrived at the shopping precinct 
in the middle of Hereford. 

While the Australian tenor 
Richard Winsborough rendered 
his “songs of passion", Mr Ash- 
down encountered his first 
heckler of the campaign. 

Clive Easton, the 49-year-old 
Referendum Party candidate for 


the constituency, pursued Mr 
Ashdown round the shopping 


Ashdown round the shopping 
centre pleading for a dialogue 


on Europe. Mr Easton, how- 
ever, found his way barred by 
Liberal Democrat heavies, one 
of them all of 5ft 4ios. 

lb the strains of “'Vienna City 
of My Dreams", Mr Easton, a 
British Airways 747 captain on 
unpaid leave, unleashed his most 
potent invective: “Can I please 
have a minute of your time?” 

Eventually the agitated Mr 
Easton -with the help of the me- 
dia - managed to speak to Mr 
Ashdown, who directed the Eu- 
rophobe to debate the issue 
with the Liberal Democrat can- 
didate in Hereford. 

Mr Ashdown then swept off, 
leaving the lone heckler-listen- 
ing to the plaintive notes of 
“O Sole Mio". 
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by Aancrnymous 


I t tookhalfa sentence forthe 
Candidate to realise that he 
didn’t know what he was 
talking about This didn't j 
alarm him -it was an occu- 
pational hazard. The beauty of 
theseQA A sessions was that the - 
good folk attending them could ask 
you practically anything. This 
week he’d been quizzed on 
“Queer Rights" by a rather toothsome young 
Brighton leshfan. his views sought on hospices 
and voluntary euthanasia by an earnest chap- 
lain. and at the mo rning press conference (for- 
merly devoted to the National Health Service, 
this being Health Day) Mr Brown had called 
op the representative of one of the leading Irish 
newspapers who had asked a long and com- 
plex question on the peace process. 

No one could know everything-it would be 
crazy to pretend otherwise. If you'd spent as 


ing up a complete line of carni- 
val flags: one tug and the whole 
lot would follow satisfying!* 
(“Rebecca, we have committed 
ourselves to signing the Itttec- 
Occanic agreement - as our 
spokesman made clear only Just 
week - which would entail... ). 

ActuaUv it was more like a 
good bowel movement. 

The next order of difficulty was when you 
could recall the issue, but had little concrete 
to say about it. This required a frank sound- 
ing admission that not everything umkl be done 
atonce, but that he was sympathetic and knowl- 
edgeable. The thin meat of his specific know l- 
edge of whales was well sandwiched in the thick, 
spongy bread of his rhetoric about the envi- 
ronment in general. 

Worst, though- were those questions which 
found the cupboard absolutely bare. And he 
had just been asked one of those by the woman 
who had shouldered her way through the pha- 
lanx of attentive nurses and sympathetic aux- 
iliaries, and delivered herself of an incredibly 
complex question to do with community care 
and the demarcation between Health Trusts and 
Local Authorities. He did not have the foggi- 
est. He knew it: Nipper, Aun- 
tie and Queen Mum - all of 


much time in government as the Grey Man, it 
was more likely that when you ransacked your 


was more likely that when you ransacked your 
mental filing cabinet for a policy or an argu- 
ment, you’d find one there; often still in the 
language of the civil servant or private secre- 
tary who’d written it But the leader of the Op- 
position, who'd spent half-a-decade on party 
mailers, was never likely to be 
quite so well briefed. Gwe me ' ..m 

time, he thought. x- T4? 4-1 


time, he thought. - T /» n whom were surname in me au- 

Usually there were perfectly £ II tilG CjUGTy die nee - knew it. too. But they 

good answers to all the ques- n --j - •, were powerless to help, 

dons, but some just weren't W6T6 I&IIllHcir, It Stranded in the middle of ihis 
stored. When it was asked you • . noisy and echoing Victorian 


stored. When it was asked you • . ■» j 

then had a manerof seconds to COulQ 

. discover what was available in ■ , t 
your head. A 30-second intro- lllG 1*1 
( fa ctory w a ffl e was almost always •ii 

acceptable to your audience Wltlll 

(“Tm glad you asked me that 
question, Rebecca. Whales are 116 ( 

an important part of our natural 
environment). But if you were uQOU^lT 

to avoid embarrassment, or 

stumbling, then you’d have to 
say something. 

Of course if the query were familiar, it could 
trigger the response without any need for 
thought at all- the mouth simply went on auto- 
pilot. On such occasions he could actually find 
himself separated from the speaking politician, 
his astral prelection contemplating matters such 
as how attractive the young women in the au- 
dience were, whether the kids had done their 
homework, and would Friend Bobby make a 
decent minister. As his mouth neared the end 
of the reply, a mental alarm would go off, alert- 
ing him that it was tune to rejoin his body. 

Sometimes, with luck, a quick scan would 
throw up a full policy. This would be like grasp- 
ing the frayed end of a piece of string and haul- 


could trigger 
the response 
without any 
need for 
thought at all 9 


rigger . lobby, in the heart of the 
great teaching hospital, sur- 
SpOnSe rounded by the snappers, the 
, piranhas and an assortment of 

It any stuff, he was completely on his 

i r* own. 

1 IOr “Thank you for that very. or. 

j. ii — . interesting question." he slid, 
at ail y raising a laugh. “The whole iv 
sue of community cave is ex- 
tremely important." and then 
what? We want more of it? Less of it? The old 
escape route suggesting that Josh would be 
magieked up was no longer open. For a sec- 
ond he fell sweaty. Then it hit him - if no string 
was visible for this one. pull the string for a dif- 
ferent one. “It’s like I said before. We must re- 
build the sense of co-operation within the 
Health Service. Co-operation and not com- 
petition should be the foundation of a rebuilt 
NHS. Local authorities and hospitals must work 
together..." and so on. 

And then, as he often did. he found his an- 
swer segueing nicely into the peroration about 
a better Britain. As he finished, the whole room 
applauded. But only Nipper. Auntie and 
Queen Mum understood the tree achievement. 



sha ? ow Home Secretary, will be available 
°P the Internet on Monday night at 
the web site run jointly by The Independent and Virgin. 1 S 


^ come and join us between 6.30pm and 7.30pm, on Monday 


afcs&Kgg? Totflflh^ou can adjoin in a debate on whether recreational 

^ ** <tecn !™ na,,sed - between 7pm and 9pm. We 
spectrum, .nctudin": *" i0 '" ed ^ ^ ^ ™ n ° e ' * Bues * "» "cross thrT ** 

« th ° ^ ali “ 

^ ° f «>* Evangelical 

DfU9 P —»°" Allianoe. 


To enter the discussion, 
go to our election web site, at 

http://wwwLvirgin.net/independent97/ 
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Parties are hoping their hard work with- young voters will help rout the group's traditional apathy 

Labour 


targets 


first-time 

voters 


Sam Coates 

Things can only get better ... so 

long as you vote. That was the 
message co ming from the 
Labour Party’s youth spokes- 
woman Mo Mowlam yester- 
day. She was launching a drive 
to try and motivate first time 
voters into casting their mark in 
this election. 

According to Ms Mowlam, 
the problem with young people 
is not that they don’t care about 
politics, but that they are disil- 
lusioned, disaffected and “don’t 
feel a great identity with the po- 
litical process or some of our in- 
stitutions.” 

In order to combat this, the 
party have launched a new 
video for first-time voters, 
aimed at mobilising some of the 
3,000 first-timers m each con- 
stituency. 

There was a high degree of 
apathy in 1992 with 50 per cent 
(more than 2.5 million) of 
young people failing to vote. 

Bui as this election ap- 

E roaches it looks increasingly 
kely that more young people 
will be casting their vote. 

In a Harris poll for The In- 
dependent, which was conduct- 
ed earlier this month, as many 
as 80 per cent of 18-24 year olds 
said they were likely to vote. 

The Labour Party are dis- 
tributing the video, “Do it”, to 
explain the voting process to 
young people and are encour- 


John Major at one point. It 
shows young people from a H 
sections of the community gath- 
ering and heading off to a 
polling booth together. 

As the virgin voters arrive, we 
see what they have to do in or- 
der to cast their vote righ t the 
way through to one of them 


aging them to make the effort. 
The video has an upbeat mes- 
sage, in keeping with the par- 
ly’s new strategy of positive 
campaigning.. 

The video makes no attempt 
to put across a party political 
viewpoint, encouraging the 
viewer to vote Labour - indeed 
there is even a brief glimpse of 



per. Although the viewer does 
not get to see which candidate 
be votes for, his pen heads in die 
general (Erection oftheLabonr 
candidate’s name. 

Even though this video is 
careful to appear apolitical, 
Labour are clearly trying to en- 
courage impressionable first 
timers to vote for them. 

All voters between the ages 
of 18 and 23 have spent most, 
if not all, of their lives under a 
Conservative Iferty government. 
As a result. Labour’s ‘’Time for 
a Change” strategy has partic- 
ular resonance with this sector 
of society. . 

Political parties are not the 
only ones dying to encourage 
youpg people to vote in this 
year’s election. 

James Palumbo, die owner of 
the Ministry of Sound - who has 
leant a car to Peter Mandelson 
for the (iteration of the campaign 
-has started a “Use Yonr Vote" 
campaign to encourage first 
. timers to re-enter into the po- 
litical process. Similarly, the 
“Rock the Vote” campaign, 
fronted by the likes of comedi- 
ans Eddie I zzard and Joe 
Brand, to re^nfranefaise the dis- 
affected, boasts it has added al- 
most half a million young 
people to the electoral register. 

However, the campaign has 
been the target of accusations 
of Labour Tuas as well as snf- 
foringtte burden of debts to ad- 
vertising agencies. . 







Act of faith: Natan Kana pitching to fellow pupils for the Forgotten Ignored Outrageous party at the Young Vic Photograph: Kalpesh Lathigra 

Teens show Major the stage door 


Kan Sengupta 

So, Labour is out of the wilder- 
ness years. The pollsters can pat 
themselves on the back, Tony 
Blair won by a landslide. He will 
be the one leading the Britain 
. into a new mfllennium. 

That was the result of the 
election at the Young Vic in 
London,' in a poll of 200 school- 
children, aged 13 to 16. The ex- 
ercise in soundiig outvoters of 
the future involved a mock 
campaign by the three mainpar- 
ties and a production of George 
OrweSTsAnmurf Farm. 

The debate was colourful 
and sometimes dirty. The par- 
ty leaders smiled, and offered 
promises, spin doctors scowled, 
while cynical journalists sniped 
from the sidelines. 


At the end it was a disaster 
for the Tbries. They picked up 
only 10 per cent of the votes, 
beaten into second place by the 
liberal Democrats with 15 per 
cent Labour swept in with a 
massive 75 per cent. 

The groundbreaking series 
on children and politics, called 
Revolution, was organised by 
the production company North- 
ern Stage. The pupils are en- 
couraged to participate in all 
aspects of an impending elec- 
tion. Yesterday they camp from 
three schools, the George Or- 
well in north London; and Lil- 
ian Baylis and Bishop Thomas 
Grant, both in south London. 

Small groups formed three 
parties. Me Myself Alone (mod- 
elled on the Conservatives), 
Us Together Ourselves 


(Labour) and Forgotten Ig- 
nored Outrageous ( Lib Dems). 
There were also organisations 
from both sides of employment 
- the National Business Exec- 
utive and Union of Workers, 
and two newspapers roughly 
modelled on the the Sun and 
The Independent. 

Yesterday’s was a angle issue 
election, on a subject dose to 
the hearts of Messrs Howard 
and Straw - the problem of ju- 
venile crime. 

An MMA government com- 
mitted to law and order has in- 
troduced a series of draconian 
laws, including imprisoning of 
persistent truants, night-time 
curfew, electronic tagging and 
tattooing the word “Criminal” 
on their foreheads. It has then 
gone to the country. 


The tabloid newspaper news- 
paper and its staff whose al- 
leged characteristics were 
"gossip, celebrities and Royals, 
dishing the dirt and never let- 
ting facts getting in the way of 
the story”, were fervent propa- 
gandists for the government 

The worthy broadsheet “ab- 
horring sensationalism, pub- 
lishing all the facts and printing 
only news that matter”, op- 
posed it 

After discussing tbe issues in- 
volved, the respective groups 
presented their arguments on 
the Young Vic stage. The heck- 
ling from the populace was 
student “But", as one teacher 
remarked, “no worse than you 
see on the telly on late night 
Commons debates, when they 
have just come out of the bars”. 


The Government said their 
aim was simply to "protect the 
innocent by 'punishing the 
guilty" and "all right-thinking 
kids should support it". The Op- 
position called this a lot of 
things, but among those print- 
able was: “They hav e not got a 
clue, they should be spending 
more on education rather than 
locking them up." The Lib 
Dems likened the new laws to 
“the Nazis’ treatment of the 
Jews". 

After his party’s defeat, the 
outgoing Prime Minister. Aaron 
Carter, 15, from Bishop 
Thomas, said he was contem- 
plating a career in politics. But 
he added: “I don’t think 1 could 
bring myself to vote Toiy. If I 
had the vote now, I would vole 
Liberal Democrat." 


QUOTES 
OF THE 
DAY 


/ It’s the total collapse 
i of a once stout 
D party. It’s an 
extraordinary 

abdication of governmental 
responsibility - Liberal 
Democrat Alex Carlisle on 
the Tories’ attitude to EMU 

If you vote Tory on May 1, 
what Conservative Party are 
you getting? - Tony Blair 

Here was a decent, 
honourable man trying to 
lead an impossible, 
rebellious, shattered and 
split party -Paddy 
Ashdown on John Major's 
Party Political Broadcast 

Chancellor Kohl and 
President Chirac are far too 
astute and experienced. 
They would eat Mr Blair for 
breakfast and digest him 
lor lunch - Malcolm Rifkind, 
Foreign Secretary 

We are not the party of the 
fat cats, but we are the party 
of making sure we will not 
put up taxes - Tony Blair 

Frankly pathetic - Sanity 
Macara, BMA chairman, on 
Labour's pledge to cut NHS 
bureaucracy by £ 1 00m and 
spend it on patient c are 

An excellent way of solving 
a very difficult problem ... 
The great majority don't 
want to go any further into 
Europe - Sir Teddy Taylor 
on the idea of a free vote 

I look forward to her instant 
dismissal as a sign of 
strong leadership in the 
Shadow Cabinet - John 
Major on Clare Short 

We know what the general 
British public think because 
we have been going around 
getting candidates' 
nominations and we have 
been getting a friendly 
reception in almost every 
house that we call - John 
Tyndall, BNP leader 

It’s not a sackable offence 
to make a mistake and say 
something you perhaps 
would prefer not to have 
said - Malcolm 
Rifkind on ministers 
John Horam and t 

James Paice f 

Compiled by Ben Summers 
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Russian press 



PMI Reeves 

Moscow 


Press freedom in post-Soviet 
Russia has always Men a half- 
hearted affair, as Boris Yeltsin 
proved when he brazenly 
manipulated the media to se- 
cure his election victory last 
year. Now, Moscow is in the 
throes of an intense debate 
over fears that, after shedding 
the yoke of oppressive state con- 
trol under the Soviet Union, the 
media is seeing its new freedoms 
wither away entirely. 

Among the issues under 
scrutiny is whether the air- 
waves and newspapers are 
falling into the hands of a cor- 


porate elite who have dose 
ties with the Kremlin, and want 
to use the media to advance 
their common interests. 

Concern is also focusing on 
attempts in parliament to tight- 
en restrictions on the media. 
Members of Russia's Duma, or 
lower house of parliament, re- 
cently banned one of Russia's 
big three television companies, 
ORT. from covering its ses- 
sions, after accusing It of bias. 

Although they had to back 
down after the station went to 
court, this week they launched 
a broader offensive, voting 
overwhelming!)' to impose strict 
limits on (he coverage of their 
debates, after complaining that 


the television companies con- 
centrate unfairly on their worst 
moments - notably, slanging 
matches and fist-fights. 

The cameras are to be oper- 
ated by the in-house press ser- 
vice, which Mil select footage to 
be distributed to broadcasters. 
Scenes such as the infamous 
brawl between the ultra-na- 
tionalist Vladimir Zhirinovsky 
and a female member of par- 
liament wDI, if parliament's will 
prevails, no longer be broadcast 

But a deeper trend is at 
work, an offshoot of Mr 
Yeltsin's re-election campaign 
which was widely acknowledged 
as a masterpiece in media con- 
trol, turning rock-bottom ratings 


into a resounding victory last 
July. His Communist and na- 
tionalist opponents were 
squeezed on the air, often by 
journalists who were willing to- 
sh el ve concerns about free 
speech to ensure their defeat. 

To Russia’s top business 
executives and bankers, it was 
an object lesson in the impor- 
tance of a media power base. 
Since then, they have been buy- 
ing strategic states in newspa- 
pers and television companies. 

Although the principle is the 
same as the commercial media 
in the West, there are differ- 
ences: unlike their American 
and European counterparts, 
the interests of Russia's media 


owners mesh more closed with 
those of the government The 
two entities are sometimes 
almost inseparable. 

There arc plenty of examples. 
Recently Gazprom - the Vast 
gas monopoly with dose ties to 
the Prime Minister, Viktor 
Chernomyrdin, its former boss 
- bought a 30 per cent stake in 
NTV, another major television 
channel. The station is con- 
trolled by Vladimir Gusmskjr, 

one of a coterie of Moscow busi- 
nessmen who poured money, 
and resources into the Yeltsin 
campaign. 

Boris Berezovsky, another 
multi-millionaire entrepreneur 
from the same camp, was 


rewarded for his. loyalty , by 
being made deputy secretary of 
"the Security Council. He con- 
tinues to control the influential 
Nezavisbnaya Gazeta, Ogohyok 
magazine. He also has* 16 per 
cent slice of OKT teterision, 
' .which housed toirajL-. '• 

In the past he has been frank 
■ abounds tactics. “By creating a 
.powerful means of influencing 
society, we are suppor ti ng the 
continuation of economic poli- 
■ cy" he told. an. interviewer last 
year. It was, he said, “a umon of 
State and capital 77 . He has since 
demonstrated how it works: 
when Qgonyok journalists pub- 
lished an artide wirich embar- 
rassed Mr Otenionxyrdm, Mi 


Berezovsky cut their pay. Few 
observers doubt that the media 
moguls will throw their weight 
around when they need to. 
Critics quote the case , this 
month inrolvmgfowtw news- 
paper. It reprinted a story from 
Le Monde 'alleging that Mr 
Chernomyrdin had a personal 
fortune of $5bn £3bn). One of 
Izvestia's major shareholders, 
the oU. giant: Lukoil, was so 
infuriated by the claim that it 
warned that it might sell its 40 
per cent stake as a protest 
■ Moscow (AP) — Just three 
weeks after beinj* named first 
deputy prime minster, a young 
reformer: has dashed past his 
rivals to become Russia's most 


trusted potitidan, according to 
a nationwide poll released yes- 
terday. 

"Boris Nemtsov, the 37-ycar- 
old former governor of Nizhny 
Novgorod, was rated most trust- 
worthy, by 47 percent of 
respondents to a poll. by the 
Russian Ind ependent Institute 
for Social and National Prob- 
lems (REISNP). 

Some. 20 per cent said they 
didn’t trust him and the rest 

; were undecided, according to 
the poll, conducted in the firet 
week of ApriL This showed ia ag- 
nificant jump from the insure ic s 
last poll in December, in which 
only 34 per cent of respon- 
dents said they trusted him- 


Kohl draws pledge 
from Yeltsin to 
sign Nato treaty 


Imre Karaes 
Bonn 


Russia will sign up for a new era 
of partnership with Nato, 
although it still has strong reser- 
vations about the Western 
alliance's plans to incorporate 
former Warsaw Pact states, 
Boris Yeltsin announced yes- 
terday. 

After a four-hour discussion 
with German Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl, President Yeltsin 
said many of the obstacles in the 
way of closer ties had been re- 
moved. “A treaty will be signed 
on 27 May between Russia and 
Nato" he said. 

His statement was in sharp 
contrast to official Russian ut- 
terances in the last few days, 
which had held the partnership 
treaty hostage to the ongoing 
row about Nato expansion. 

Russia and Nato are due to 
sign an agreement in Paris next 
month, formalising Moscow's 
new friendly role in European 
security. 

Officials accompanying Mr 
Yeltsin to Germany had hinted 
at last-minute difficulties. “If toe 
treaty is not binding and con- 
crete on military matters, then 
there would scarcely be any 
point for Russia to sign such a 
document" declared Sergei 
Yastizhembsky, the President's 
spokesman, on the eve of the 
meeting with Mr Kohl. 

After yesterday's encounter, 
however, it was all sweetness 
and light. 

Mr Kohl said that “Ninety 
per cent of questions" had been 
settled, and he was convinced 
the remaining 10 per cent would 
be cleared up by the time of the 
Paris summit. Although the 
Chancellor did not elaborate on 
the 10 per cent, Mr Yeltsin said 



& Russia will 
not tolerate any 
new member 
state so dose to 
its frontier 
becoming a 
Nato arsenal 9 

he was categorically opposed to 
Nato weaponry, whether it was 
nuclear or conventional, spilling 
over into the former Soviet 
blot* countries which are about 
to be co-opted into Nato. 

If there is no linkage between 
Russia's treaty with Nato and 
the problems vexing Nato 
expansion, then the West has 
two more months to find a so- 
lution which will accommodate 
Moscow. 

At the end of July the Al- 
liance is expected to issue for- 
mal invitations to Poland, the 
Czech Republic and Hungary. 
Only one of these. Poland, bor- 
ders on Russian territory, but 
Moscow is not prepared io tol- 
erate any new member so dose 


to its frontiers becoming a ma- 
jor Nato arsenaL. let alone a 
nuclear base. 

How Nato satisfies these ob- 
jections without appearing to 
cave in to Russian pressure is 
largely up to the den handling 
of the German Chancellor, who 
appears to enjoy the frill confi- 
dence of his Ru ssian counter- 
part 

Mr Yeltsin was fulsome in 
praise for “my friend Helmut" 
and the support he had pro- 
vided in the Nato negotiations, 
prompting the Chancellor at 
one point to draw attention to 
Germany’s frill commitment to 
Nato. He promised to help his 
Kremlin friend, but said he 
would not play the role of in- 
terpreter. 

The meeting in Baden- 
Baden, a town full of well- 
heeled pensioners recovering 
from debilitating illnesses, was 
the fifth between the two men 
in just over a year. When Mr 
Yeltsin fell fll, the Chancellor 
sent a doctor to Moscow. 

Yesterday, the Russian Pres- 
ident repaid the compliment by 
presenting his German chum 
with the captured personal 
archives of Walther Rathenau, 
the German foreign minister 
who signed the peace of Rapalio 
with Russia. 

Mr Yeltsin was invited to 
Germany to receive the "Man 
of the Year" prize, awarded to 
him by the German media last 
year. He could not receive it as 
scheduled last November be- 
cause of his heart surgery. A 
German human rights group, 
the Society for Threatened Peo- 
ples, said the heavy casualties 
in the Chechnya war and the 
death under fire of journalists 
there, meant it was a "mockery” 
to give Mr Yeltsin the prize. 
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German 
status 
on offer 
to guest 
children 


Imre Karaes 


Shoulder to shoulder. Yeltsin and Kohl standing for their national anthems at Baden-Baden, where the German 
Chancellor ironed out Russia's remaining worries about Nato expansion Photograph: Reuter 


Walkout over Hong Kong’s ‘empty’ talks 


DkE Kirsten Tatlow 

Associated Press 


Hong Kong — Democrats 
staged a noisy' walkout from a 
meeting with Hong Kong's in- 
coming government yesterday, 
highlighting the conflict over 
plans to roll back civD liberties 
when China lakes over on 1 Julv. 


The closed-door meeting at 
Hong Kong's Space Museum 
was billed as a consultation be- 
tween Michael Suen, polity co- 
ordinator of the post-colonial 
government-in-waiting, and 
members of municipal and re- 
gional councils. 

But 16 representatives of the 
pro-democracy camp, fierce op- 


ponents of the proposed 
changes, walked out, claiming 
the consultation was a charade 
to portray the incoming gov- 
ernment as open to dissent. 

Their leaders had announced 
then action in advance. When the 
meeting was under way, they 
ripped up a copy of the draft leg- 
islation* said Ng Wing-fai, a riiy 


councillor for the Democratic 
Plany, Hong Kong’s largest 

Mr Ng said hxs group was 
bedded by pro-China councillor 

and a Democrat’s microphone 
was cut off in rrad-speech. 

Mr Suen said the dissenters 
never intended to have a gen- 
uine consultation. "They didn’t 
give me an opportunity to re- 




STRIPTTP OUR CITIZENSHIP 
HAWPEP US OVER TO A 

PACK OF BLOODTHIRSTY 
HURPERERS- 



TAKE IT HOME 
AfH> SELL rr TO 
MEMORABILIA 
SPECULATORS IS 
MORE LIKE IT. 


THERE 
GOES 
A TRUE 
HONS 
KONGER/ 



spend to their questions but in- 
stead they had made up their 
minds to create a scene,” he said 
on Hong Kong radio. 

The incoming government 
wants to make demonstrations 

subject to police approval, and 
to ban political groups from 
forging lies with foreigners. 
The changes would also permit 
the banning of political parties 
on various grounds inducting 
national security. 

The democratic camp says 
they signal tougher, Chinese- 
sjyfe restrictions on civil liber- 
ties. China maintains these 
conflict with Hong Kong's post- 
colonial constitution. 

On a less divisive note, Hong 
Kon g s future leader won praise 
from a Democratic Party leader 
for a speech id which he 
pledged “the strongest deter- 
mination to preserve the free- 
doms that the people of Hong 
Kong currently enjoy". 

Party Vice-Chairman Antho- 
ny Cheung said he welcomed 
Tung Chee-hwa's assurance that 
the right to protest and dcxnon- 
strate were "people's rights, and 
should be part of Hong Kong's 
political culture”. 
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The principle of Germanness 
residing in the genes is about to 
become extinct as the Bonn gov- 
ernment prepares to naturalise 
hundreds of thousands of 
"foreign” children overnight. 

After 10 years of discussions, 
the coalition parties have finally 
struck a compromise which will 
allow the children of immi- 
grants to obtain German 
passports, although their 
parents will continue to languish 
m "guest” status. 

Under tire current law, which 
dates back to 1913, German 
nationality is inherited, ir- 
respective of birthplace. As a 
result, milli ons of German de- 
scendants in Eastern Europe 
enjoy the right to German 
citizenship, however tenuous 
their links to the fatherland. 

At the same time, citizenship 
until now has been denied to a 
generation of "guests" and “for- 
eigners” who were bora and 
raised on German soil and ed- 
• Heated in German Schools. Ear- 
1 Her this year, the government 
ewtr ' imposed- travel restric- 
tions on children of immigrants 
from Hirkey and North Africa. 

Helmut Kohl’s solution is to 
grant German passports to chil- 
dren as they reach school age. 
Unlike Lhe rest of the popula- 
tion, they will be allowed to hold 
dual citizenship as minors, but 
will have to make a choice 
when they reach maturity. 

The government will 
nevertheless continue to insist 
that “Germany is not a country 
of immigration”. Immigrant 
quotas will be further tightened 
and the bureaucratic hurdles 
blocking naturalisation are set 
to remain the most formidable 
in the Western world. 

Between 3 million and 7 mil- 
lion “non-Germans" live in 
Germany. Several hundred 
thousand second-generation 
“immigrants" are set to bene- 
fit from the new law, which 
liberals hope will make it easier 
for the first generation to adopt 
German citizenship. 

But immigra nt organisations 
warn it may take another 
generation for the state and its 
present citizens to accept dark- 
skinned Germans as their own. 
Although xenophobic attacks 
have abated in recent years, 
many Germans remain con- 
vinced that Muslims represent a 
threat to the Christian character 
of society, and at least one gov- 
ernment minis er is on record de- 
ploring multi-cuIturaJism. 
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Hie politics of power: BUI 
Clinton shakes hands on a 
budget deal in December 
with Bob Dole (left) who is 
to loan Newt Gingrich 
(right, shaking hands with 
A! Gore) the $300,000 
needed to pay a fine for 
misinforming the House of 
Representatives about 
tax-free payments for 
lectures and a book 
advance 


Wary Dejevsky 

Washington 

The Republican Speaker of the US 
House of Representatives, Newt 
Gingrich, astonished his supporters 
Mid opponents alike yesterday with 
the announcement that he would pay 
a controversial S300,000 fine with a 
loan from the Republicans' foiled 
presidential candidate. Bob Dole. 

In an unscheduled address to the 
House yesterday morning, shortly af- 
ter the payment arrangements hart 
been made public, Mr Gingrich said 
he had a “moral obligation’’ to pay 
the money from personal - as op- 
posed to campaign or other - funds 


and had “therefore arranged to bor- 
row die money and pay it back”. ' 

Whether and how the fine would 
be (aid had grown into an issue that 
appea^irxreasingtyro threaten Mr 
Gingrich's position as Speaker and 
his whole political future. 

Reports that Mr Gingrich was fi- 
nalising the terms of a personal loan 
had been buzzing for several days, 
but the announcement that the loan 
was to come from Mr Dole came out 
ofthebhie. 

Under the arrangement made 
public yesterday, the loan is for 
eight years and granted directly to 
Mr Gingrich, who will take person- 
al responsibility for its repayment. In- 


terest will be calculated at 10 per. 
cent L5 per cent above the base sate, 
but no payments will be requzred un- 
til the year 2002, the year by which 
Mr Gingrich has pledged to surren- 
der the post of Speaker. . . 

Mr Gingrich & also required to 
take out life insurance sufficient to 
cover repayment and interest. 

He made his statement to a 
packed House of Representatives, 
with his wife, Marianne - to whom 
he paM generous tribute -sitting in 
the gallery. 

It nad been reported that most of 
the couple's assets were registered 
in Mrs Gingrich’s name and that she 
had strongly opposed paying the fine 


from personal funds. Acknowledg- 
ing tire difficulty, Mr Gingrich said 
bis family’s lives had been “torn 
•apart” by the decision. 

The $300,000 fine, described as a 
“penalty”, was imposed on Mr Gin- 
grich after he admitted misinform- 
ing - unwittingly, be insists - the 
House of Representatives ethics 
committee about payments he had 
received, tax-free, for a book advance 
and lectures. 

The imposition of the fine was con- 
troveisiaL 

Many Republicans saw h as po- 
litically motivated; others questioned 
how for a politician should be forced 
to use iris own money to pay a penal- 


ty not imposed by a court of law. 

There was general agreement, 
however, that Mr Gingrich’s con- 
tinned failure to pay, by whatever 
means, had become a liability to his 
position as speaker, and his career. 

The fine was levied in January, af- 
ter Mr Gingrich admitted breathing 
House rules by sending to the ethics 
committee two lawyers’ letters “in 
my name and over my signature” that 
were inaccurate. 

In a statement explaining his of- 
fer to Mr Gingrich, Mr Dole said yes- 
terday that he considered the loan 
“not only an opportunity to support 
a friend, but a long-term investment 
in the future of our party”. 


Mr Dole is a wealthy man com- 
pared to Mr Gingrich. He has re- 
cently returned to legal practice, and 
earned half a million dollars just from 
appearing in one credit card adver- 
tisement. 

Mr Dole’s action was seen as scal- 
ing a reconciliation between the 
two men, who have not always been 
on good terms. 

Mr Dole had made no secret 
of his belief that the high profile 
taken by Mr Gingrich during the 
early stages of Mr Dole's challenge 
for the presidency, and his intransi- 
gence over the budget - which led 
to the shutdown of government 
in 199$ - contributed to the Re- 


Clinton returns to 
the big wide world 


publicans losing last year's election. 

While the deal was welcomed by 
man}’ Republicans as potentially 
laving to rest the ethics problems that 
have plagued Mr Gingrich since he 
became Speaker two years ago. crit- 
icisms came thick and fast from both 
sides of the House. 

Some Republicans persisted in 
their belief that Mr Gingrich should 
not have agreed to pay the line from 
personal funds. 

They continued to argue tliat 
the charges against the Speaker 
had been essentially political, and 
saw his agreement in foot the bill 
personally as setting a dangerous 
precedent. 




For 


Mary Dejevsky 

Washington 

After weeks in which US foreign 
policy has appeared paralysed, 
there are finally signs that the 
logjam is starting to break. As 
if preparing to give the starting 
signal, Mr Clinton late on 
Wednesday entertained 30 
senior congressmen. Democrats 
and Republicans, to a foreign 
policy “retreat” at which dinner 
was the only diversion from as 
agenda running the gamut of 
US concerns. 

Awaiting decision are such 
weighty and urgent issues as. 
how to proceed on relations: 
with China and Cuba, squaring 
Russia on the expansion of 
Nato, “seDmg” the international 
chemical weapons treaty to a 
sceptical Congress, and pay- 
ment or not of the backlog of 
contributions owed to the 
United Nations. 

The foundering of the 
Middle East peace process and 
Mr Clinton's failure to work his 
charms on Israeli leader Ben- 

jamin Netanyahu in ^V^sfamgton 
recently, seemed only to un- 
derline a broader problem: a 
virtual absence of US authority 
on the international scene since 
the beginning of the year. 

One m anif estation of the 
foreign policy paralysis was the 
silence emanating from a 
swathe of US ambassadorial res- 
idences in major world capitals. 
Some of their occu p an t s nad re- 
signed to place their posts at the 
disposal of the president at the 
start of his second term; several 
career diplomats had moved or 
retired and not been replaced 
pending the decision of the 
new administration. The Paris 
residence has been unoccupied 
since the sudden death of 
Pamela Harrimau in Februaxy. 

Now, names are being 
mentioned for some of these 
posts. Only one appointment 
has been formally announced - 
that of Dou^as “Pete" Peterson, 
who has the sensitive task of 
becoming the first post-war US 
ambassador to Vietnam. 
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Pamela Harriman, top, 
who has still not been 
replaced in Paris, and fom 
Foley, tipped for the top. 
job in Tokyo post _ 

Career diplomats are also 
tipped for Moscow and Bonn. 

The most, prominent of the 
political appointees look likely 
to be TbmRjley, Speaker of the 
House of Representatives from 
1989-94, to replace former 
Vice-Rerideat Writer Mandate 
in Ibkyo, and Felix Rohatyu, a 
partner with the New Tbik 
investment bank, Lazard Erferes 
and a big fund-raiser for the 
Democratic Ear^r, to Paris. 

Rohatyn won what was seen 
as a hard-fought contest for 
Paris when the other mooted 
contender, the current US 
ambassador in New Delhi, gave 


up waiting and resigned to take 
up a senior business post 
This administration has 
taken an unusually long time to 
settle its second-term foreign 
policy appointments. Critics of 
the administration argue that 
this has inevitably affected 
policy-making and detracted 
from the authoxily of the 
United States abroad. Its sup- 
porters note the strong state- 
ments and rising profile of the 
new Secretary of State, 
Madeleine Albright These, 
they contend, have kept the US 
onthe world map and foreign 
policy in domestic view. 

. But there are at least two 
reasons why Mr din ton's sec- 
ond administration has started 
so slowly in foreign policy. The 
first appears to be a lesson 
learnt from the first adminis- 
tration when individuals were 
named to official pods before 
security clearance and back- 
ground investigations were 
completed, leading to embar- 
rassment when names were 
subsequently withdrawn. 

The second is, for Mr 
Clinton, an unfortunate 
coincidence. Revelations about 
dubious fund-raising by the 
Democratic Party for the 
campaign which got him re- 
elected have focused on favours 
granted to the most generous 
donors and on contributions 
made by people with Asian, and 
particularly mainland Chinese, 
connections. 

The possibility of a “Chinese 
connection" has undoubtedly 

official relations wflhSrina, and 
it remains to be cleared up. But 
the shadow cast over the prac- 
tice of rewarding big poetical 
donors has had an immediate 
and practical effect Ambas- 
sadorships are among the most 
sought-after rewards in a 
president's gift 

In present circumstances, 
too lavish a hand with the po- 



savings on top brand PCs 







you could want get down to Granada. 


of pounds oo top models, ta 
Optica to Bus. 

I — Oieekorf the details below and we thin! 


HALF PRICE PRINTER 


agree that ear deals come with ft«ns on. 


Clinton to even more flak, 
something be can well do with- 
out 


Quiz show fraud makes 
prime-time viewing 



Save £585, was £6939 per month 
Intel Pentium. B3rahz processor 
IfanbttAM - l-6qb hard disk 
283kbps. data/ fax/modem 

8 speed Q> ROM 

Includes over S00 r worth of 
software ' 


An threw Guntbel 

Rome 

It was just before 8pm on Sun- 
day and Italy’s best-known va- 
riety show, Domauea /n, 
reaching its naiibitmg cinnas. 
Mara \fenier, thepresenler, had 

just got through 
viewer in Rome tfw hadbeen 
selected, supposedly at rairfom, 
to take part in a grand qua 
“Marco, she said, “there 

are 100 million lire at stake. Are 

^nX 1 ° <>uid win * Mar ^ 

the money would really comem 

supplied 

ss&ssiss 

<”KShta« s oittdtogo 


wrong. Before the shew went on 
air, the programme makers sus- 


F inanc e Ministry official whose 


pearo somcu»u6 

going on, so they switched the 
second question at the last: 
minute. Marco plunged straight 
Into the trap. Ms Venier asked 


ifano, only to be given the an- 
swer to the question that had 

been dropped- the name of tte 

mother of the Italian actor 
Alessandro Gassman. 


MayuieJ?“ . „ 

“It was suggested to me, 
Marco mumbled. . 

Thus beam the latest scandal 
to hit Italy's beleaguered tele- 
vision screens. By yesterday do 

fewer titan three people had 

gone through the jufficid ringa: 

Mfcrro, a 30yea«*i bemsm. an 
accountant called Angelo Veg- 
faBte, and Umberto Bakfinllbe 


* i" 


numbers for the programme 
and keep them secret. 

According to the confessions 
of Marco and Mr Baldini, the 
scam involved a straightfor- 
ward trade-off. The viewer was 
given the quiz answers and in re- 
turn he handed over a propor- 
tion of the prize money. As 

further details have leaked out 

it appears that on the ni^ht 
there was a frantic race agamst 
time between Ms Vaiier’s pro- 
ducer, who was determined to 
tipcnver the fraud, and Mr Bal- 
dwin, who realised he was being 
unmasked and tried in vain to 
keep Marco off the air. 

The affair , with its melodra- 
matic denouement broadcast 
live to tire nation, is reminiscent 
of Robert Bedford's movie Qfdz 
Show, which told the tree sto- 
ry of a game show fraud on 
American televirion in the 
1950s. 
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Building bridges: UK business chiefs attempt to drum up business in North Korea as civil unrest flares in the 

British firms go for 
the hard sell in 
last Stalinist state 


Teresa Poole 

Peking 


One of this year's least likely business 
missions starts tomorrow when mem- 
bers of the British Chamber of Com- 
merce in China set off for North Korea, 
the world's last Stalinist state. 

Represen la rives of. 1 0 companies wiD 
spend five days visiting the capital, Py- 
ongyang. and the Rajin Sonbong spe- 
cial economic zone in search of an 
elusive animal - a viable business op- 
portunity in a country where most of the 
population no longer has enough to eat. 

Among the companies in the BCCC 
group areJardine Fleming. Airbus, ING 
Bank, the business services arm of 
Reuters, the lawyers Clifford Chance 
and a consultancy firm, Batey Bum. 

The business mission was organised 
by the Peking-based Koiyo Group, one 
of the few companies which runs pack- 
age tours into North Korea. Its British 
director. Josh Green, said: “The message 
from North Korea has always been that 
they are open for business. So now, like 
any other time. North Korea welcomes 
foreign business people." There was no 
difficulty arranging visas for the busi- 
nessmen, but no British journalist was 


allowed to accompany the group. 

Although not connected, the business 
delegation comes just one month after 
the most senior British diplomatic vis- 
it to North Korea since 1950. David 
Coates, the bead of the far Eastern and 
Pacific Department of the Foreign Of- 
fice, spent four days in Pyongyang. It 
was the fourth bilateral meeting be- 
tween Britain and North Korea since 
1995, but the first in Pyongyang. 

While North Korea's food and eco- 
nomic crises grow more severe by the 
month, Pyongyang is trying tO maintain 
links with companies which migh t be in- 
terested in investing in the Rajin Son- 
bong zone, which borders China. Later 
this month a delegation of 50 Taiwanese 
businessmen will visit the country. One 
westerner who travels to North Korea 
regularly said that with the third an- 
niversary of Kim D-sung’s death ap- 
proaching, “there is more flexibility for 
creative businessmen to look at North 
Korea”. Analysis believe that after this 
summer's anniversary his son, Kim 
Jong-fl, may finally be confirmed as head 
of state and head of the party. 

Adam Williams, chairman of the 
BCCC, said: “This is very much an in- 
vestigative visit None of us is very clear 


opporfc 

rea for British companies. But as Chi- 
na-based businesses, we are in a good 
position to investigate any potential 
which is there." Members of the dele- 
gation will also visit some development 
organisations working in Pyongyang. 
“We have naturally Tead about the crit- 
ica] food condition and want to find out 
more," said Mr Williams. 

The host for the visit will be the Ko- 
rean Committee for the Promotion of 
External Economic Co-operation 
(CPEEC), which will provide briefin- 
gs on the trade and investment oppor- 
tunities in the Rapn Scmbong region and 
the rest of the country. Banking mem- 
bers of the delegation will talk to 
North Korean banks, and the team will 
visit the Sangwon Cement factory, and 
an exhibition of light industrial goods 
and minerals. 

The focus of the briefings will be the 
Rajin Sonbong economic development 
zone in the north of the country, winch 
is part of the wider Tumeo River devel- 
opment project After Pyongyang, the 
group wul fly via Peking to China's bor- 
der ^ with North Korea and then on to Ra- 
jin Sonbong. Two further days will be 
spent on the Chinese side of the border. 



Flashpoint: A firebomb engulfing the legs of a riot police officer yesterday as hundreds of students in 
the arrest of Khn Hyun-Chul, the son of South Korean president Kim Young-Sam, for alleged fraud ^ 
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The leader, his 
cognac and the 
starving hordes 


Richard Uoyd Parry 

Seoul 


Hard info rmation about North 
Korea is hard to come by, but 
in the last few weeks one thing 
has become increasingly certain: 
after two years of floods and eco- 
nomic stagnation, the country is 
oq the verge of famine. An 
American congressman who 
visited thismonthsaw peasants 
flying off hot Water and Iasi 
years cabbage leaves. 

But one commodity at least 
is not in short supply: for all its 
economic distress. North Korea 
is still consuming a dispropor- 
tionate amount of the world's 
finest cognac 

By global standards the quan- 
tities are not large, hut they are 
remarkable for a country which 
last week became the subject of 
a $ 126m (£77m) emergency 
food appeal by the United Na- 
tions. 

In the first two months of this 
year alone, according to official 
french figures, cognac produc- 
ers expoued 200 litres to Py- 
ongyang. In 1996, the total was 
300 litres. 

A spokesman for Heonessy 
confirmed that the company ex- 
ports a range of brandies to 
. North Korea, from the standard 
VSOP, which sells for about 280 
francs (£30), to Richard Hen- 
nessy which costs 8000 francs 
(£850) a bottle. Since the first 
devastating round of floods in 


1995. North Korea has spent 
1.421,000 francs (£15U?U) on 
high-quality French brandy. 

In fact, cognac consumpt ion 
appears to have increased as the 
economy has plunged - in I*W 
French brandy exports were an 
eighth of last year’s. And here 
perhaps lies a due to the cognac 
conundrum. 

There is little doubt that the 
shipments are reserved for the 
most senior leaders of the 
Worker’s Party, including the 
“Dear Leader" Kim Jong 11. Co- 
gnac is valued in Asia above all 
as a symbol of prestige. Bottles 
are given as presents to acquire 
influence and favour and if die 
Dear Leader Is going away 
more bottles these days, it may 
be because he needs alt the 
favours he can muster. 

Among the biggest of many 
uncertainties in North Korea is 
the loyalty of the military. Since 
the death three years ago of his 
father, Kim II Sung, the Dear 
Leader has made efforts to in- 
gratiate himself with his armed 
forces. 

Defectors have described the 
award of villas and luxury ears 
to key officers. Assuming that 
he doesn’t drink it all himself, 
the Dear Leader’s cognac is 
most likely to end up in the 
glasses of the military. 

Far from representing blind 
extravagance, it may actually be 
an indicator of his increasing 
desperation. 



Mobutu and rebel 
leader agree to talks 

[““£?■ 8656 Sel \ oaTld fhe rebel leader 

Laurent Kabila have agreed in principle to meet to 
prepare the way for elections, UN envoy Mahomed 
sahuoun said. 

Mr Sahnminaod South African Deputy Foreign 
J52E f** 5* ad ■ «kl President Nelson Manila had 
Mr Mo . butu 10 meel Mr Kabila in South 
kSS as H pOSS,blc '’- Pr«idem Mandela met Mr 

HS ^Wednesday m an attempt to persuade Mr 
KabDa to drop his insistence on Mr Mobutu’s resign uion 
a government source said. Reuters JSpS'Si 

June elections in Albania 
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Former Israeli president dies 

yesttrii* Sg«i TC*M? JB53SlC“P- Jl ‘' J 

sES*" 8 PB8W0Bia duri "S • "«n 

A? - Jerusalem 

Obituary, page 20 

Karadzic still an ‘evil force 5 
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Indicted or not 


rue 


j* a «at e In which the rule 
held > suit in high regard Jour- 

fiLJSX* ° f ? e ^est “ the land 

2SJ ar -? I ? tribution - s^e 

# SRS?* ^ °f .Israel’s neighbours. 
T Lebanon, television is censored In 
Egypt and Jordan the police possess 

noneofthatoperationalkSSeSS 

wfocb has allowed them m Israel to 
investigate ffi e innermost works of 
^ejmnenL Syria K a repressive autoo- 
racyj If Mr Netanyahu falls as a result 
°f ah indictment, it ought to increase 
not .d imm ish our admiration for the 
preservation of democratic reflexes in 
a society threatened from without bv 
terrorism and from within by religious 
authoritarianism and fanaticism/ 

! Mr Netanyahu’s difficulties are wel- 
cmne for another, less satisfying reason, 
They may lead to his eviction from the 
office of prime minister, and so to the 
3* possibility of anew start in the process 
J of mating peace with the Palestinians 
1 who - ineradicable fact of history and 
geography it is — inhabit the sanw* 
quadrilateral formed of Phoenician 
plains, Judean hills and Jordan Vhlley. 
As a stabilisation exercise the Netan- 
yahu “experiment” is not working. The 


spiral of violence has lately, turned 
upwards. Theionger he stays-in office, 
feslesspos^lewfflbetheeventnaland 
necessary acoo mnyvintin ri with Yasser 
Arafat and the T^Iestaian people which 
sooner or later must be achieved: 

The condition of the state of Israel 
demands our; British, special a&eirtkKL 
We created- it. Israel was the product 
of British resolve, first in the Balfbur 
declaration, then, 30 years on, in the 
way Britain eoded its (League of 
Nations) Mandate for Palestine. Suc- 


Israel as a fecial friend. Israel’s moral 
credit stood high with the British pub- 
lic. In the haze of sentiment, political 
change within Israel was less ques- 
tioned than it might have been in 
other nations: the rise of Likud and the 
Israeli right was obscured by the con- 
sequences of its leader, Menachem 
.Begin, going to Camp David and Cairo. 

But the arrival of Mr Netanyahu 
represents generational change — Shi- 
mon Peres hanging, albeit by his fin- 
gertips, to the Labour-kibbu tz-Golda 
Meier tradition. With Mr Netanyahu a 
new, indigenous political style has tri- 
umphed amid party fragmentation. Of 
course Mr Netanyahu has not been for- 
mally charged with any thin g. A. jour- 
nalistic investigation of the circum- 
stances of the appointment of Roni 
Bar-On as attorney general led to the 
police inquiry, whidb the new attorney 
general has how to consider. (We 



is already guilty 
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British are in do position to make light 
of the ambiguities surrounding the 
role of law officers who are part judi- 
cial actors, part party politicians.) 

The paradox in this affair is that Mr 
Netanyahu is accused of frying to win 
a plea-bargain for the leader of the 
Shas party in order to secure his assent 
to the withdrawal of Israeli troops 
from central Hebron. There will be 
many who would say such an operation 
would be justified - if it led to peace. 
But the failure of the Netanyahu 
regime has been that peace has not 
advanced. Withdrawal from Hebron 
has given no forward momentum to the 


process. Instead, within weeks of leav- 
ing Hebron, Mr Netanyahu approved 
the go-ahead for the Har Homa con- 
struction project In its aftermath the 
Hebron withdrawal itself starts to look 
less and less intelligible. 

Some have claimed Mr Netanyahu is 
pursuing- a grand project in which his 
aggressiveness makes sense. It is, in 
effect, to shake a mailed fist in the 
Palestinians' face, soften them up, make 
them more amenable to what Likud 
would tike to offer - a kind of West 
Bank and Gaza bantustan, an enclave 
that falls well short of statehood. The 
objection to this is not that pejorative 


notion “bantnstan”. The final shape of 
a Palestinian entity might well - given 
the facts of geography and Israel's 
legitimate seemity needs - fall short of 
a “state” with aU the trappings of for- 
mal sovereignty. The real objection is 
that any and all conceivable Palestinian 
political entities wDl only get built on the 
basis of continuous engagement by 
Israeli politicians with the Palestinian 
leadership. The phrase in Cold War 
years was “confidence building" - a 
series of little steps demonstrating good 
faith and the incremental wiDingpess of 
one side to trust the other. This is what 
Mr Netanyahu has crudely swept aside. 
This is what Mr Netanyahu looks inca- 
pable ever of supplying. 

It would be fcBe to pretend the process 
of replacing him as prime minister or 
even as leader of Likud is going Co be 
straightforward, or that there exists in 
the wings a set of leaders or party able 
to pull things together in the Knesset or 
win national elections. That adjustment 
is essentially an Israeli domestic matter. 
What Israel’s friends abroad must do is 
keep up the moral and diplomatic pres- 
sure for peace. Here is one of the biggest 
lacunae in President Clinton's foreign 
policy. His special representative, Den- 
nis Ross, would surely in these' past 
months have been so much more effec- 
tive if his shuttling had come with more 
of a threat - to withdraw financial aids, 
stiffen credits. The Israeli economy is in 
far from tip-top health. Israeli public 


accounts are in a mess. If Israeli elec- 
tors and party bosses consider the 
future, some material inducements of 
the kind the Americans command could 
be usefully deployed. But the decision 
is theirs. Israelis might, conceivably, for- 
give a prime minister over whom grave 
allegations hang if that individual were 
also offering them a plausible road to 
peace and prosperity. Mr Netanyahu 
faces an indictment when he already 
stands guilty of weakening his counoy ’s 
security and standing. 

Interested? 

Oh yes 

well, things aren't so bad as they 
V/ looked. Wc had started to worry 
that no one was going to turn out and 
vote on 1 May at all, the way things were 
looking. It was becoming impossible to 
find a good bar-room chat about the sin- 
gle currency, or a gossip on the latest tax 
twist down at the launderette, or find a 
parent ready to debate the finer points 
of education policy at the school gates. 
But it's not so bad. Our Harris poll today 
finds that one in every three voters is 
interested after all. So all that spin-doc- 
toring, all that extra news coverage, all 
that charging about in helicopters and 
generally going faintly potty for six 
weeks is not a waste of time at alL Pbcw. 
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Major misses 
the real issue 
on Europe 

Sir: John Major’s campaign theme 
that the Conservatives will never 
take Britain into a federal Europe 
smacks of hypocrisy. 

The European Union has a 
number of features that make it 
more typical of a federation than of 
a traditional inter-governmental 
organisation, and many of these 
were willingly accepted or enhanced 
during Conservative terms of office: 
majority voting (extended by the 
Single European Act under Mrs 
Thatcher and the Maastricht treaty 
under Mr Major); the primacy of 
European law over national law 
(accepted when we joined under Mr 
Heath); a supreme court of justice 
(given thepower to impose fines on 
member states by Maastricht, under 
Mr Major); a directly dected 
parliament (first elected in 1979 
under Mis Thatcher); an executive 
commission independent of national 


was reinforced by Maastriartunder 
Mr Major])*, and its own budget 
revenues (increased in 1984 and 
1986 under Mrs Thatcher andin 
1992 under Mr Major). 

Rather than campaign against . . 
what they themselves nave helped 
create, the Conservatives would do 
belter to address the real issues of 
the European Union, namely how 
to manage our economic and 
environmental interdependence in 
a way that balances effective action 
with the diversity of the member 
states. Thai is what federalism is 
really supposed to be abou t and the 
sooner we drop the rhetoric and 
face up to reality t he be tter. 
RICHARD CORBETT MEP 
(Merseyside W est, Lab) 

Liverpool 

Sir. The Prime Minister now states 
that the Conservatives will not take 
Britain into a federal European 
state and that we win not opt for 
EMU without a referendum. 

Does he take the British public 

for fools? If the firet statement is 
true then the second is irrelevant. If 
the second statement is true then a 
referendum could negate the first. 
A federal European slate could not 
be achieved without EMU and any 

nation opting for EMU would 

inevitably have lo become part of a 
federal Europe. 

There is only one question we 
need to ask ourselves. Do we wish 
to live under laws passed tty our 
own democratically elected 
parliament or under laws passed by 
an uneiccted body of fat cats m 
Brussels whose only talent is the 
ability to bury their snouts m the 
largest trough on the biggest gravy 
train the tvorid has ever seen . 

ROBERT READMAN 

Poole, Dorset 

Sk Andrew Marr is right to caB the 


silence of the ‘mmid pro-cun 
a disgrace (article, 16ApnJ> 
“something" he pretends to have 
infeed sof course the uimmaal 

ass? SB??:- 

EuroscepScs (or allcast, oncsl 
know much aboii 


' , ncnnthr chances- 


Europe.Whwiuwy«Ji» 
attitude usually changes. 

euroewn if that were to mean tow 
tnnrtffanesano 



Foreigner. British sleaze * 



Pioneer of 
billboard art 

Sir Paul McCann's article “An 
goes public as students tap into 
billboard power'’ (14 Aprul typifies 
the cultural amnesia prevalent in 
the Nineties. 

Billboard art, for want of a better 
term, was not pioneered by 
Barbara Kruger, but by the French 
radical painter Daniel Buren, in 
1968. His stripe posters on the Paris 
Mdtro, Legends l and II dealt with 
the cancelling of the commodity 
status of art- By evincing the 
gallery’s stranglehold on meaning, 
he demonstrates that the work of 
art is governed as much by invisible 
economic factors as by cultural 
ones. The fact that art students are 
moving into the advertising 
business would, suggest that today's 
artists are also governed primarily 
by economic factors. 

M CRAIG 
Rayleigh, Essex 


Battle for the 
digital airwaves 

Sin Jeremy Wfcrner was, unusually, 
misguided in bis piece (12 April) bn 
the contest for the ITC’s Digital 
Tferrestrial Television (DTT) 
licences. Most importantly. Digital 
Television Network (DTN) has at 
no point advocated splitting the 
award of the licences. We have, by 
far, the better thought-out 
proposal. If the ITC opt for an 
approach whereby DTT competes 
directly with digital satellite 
services, then the logic must be to 
award all three multiplexes to 
DTN. otherwise we would be 
competing with BSkyB with one 
hand tied behind our backs. 

Mr Wuner suggests that there 
ore doubts about the commercial 


toany 
however decent. 


appareni 
foreign i 
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Legal challenge 
to Bell is absurd 

Sir. You report (“Hamilton legal 
threat puts Bell on bold”, 36 April) 
that Martin Bell “was advised by tide 
returning officer that describing 
hfmse lf as an ‘anti-corruption’ . 
candidate could leave Iran open to a 
legal challenge" Such advice would 
seem to be at variance with dearly 
expressed electoral law. 

The returning officer has neither 

the obligation nor the power to 
arbitrate upon the descriptions 
offered by candidates other than to 
ensure that no more than six 
words are used. Current Home 
Office advice to acting returning 
officers is that if anominatibn 
paper is property submitted, 
together with necessary forms and 
the deposit, the candidate must be 

The acting returning officer 

cannot go brfund a candidate's 

preferred label and evaluate 
whether it is appropriate. Several 
such challenges inyotang the 


descriptor TXfcHuiiM- ‘“*•- “-7- 
rejected on that basis since mis 
election was aimouncea. if Mr 
Hamilton believes he is being 

defemed then he must put tear 

before a jury in a defamation action. 

Martin BeU has now apparently 

been cowed by Mr Hammon s 
, - «in r-hgnnnP his 


lawyers 

description to “independent* on 

the baSs that to have persisted with 

the phrase “independent anti- 
corruption candidate could lave 
led to the "fatten election result 


.‘d to an election 
court Tbe argument of Mr 
Hamilton is preposterous. If his 
reasoning is correct then, come 2 
May, scores of results up and down 
the country will be appealable by 
losing candidates who claim that • 
they were prejndioed by an unfair 
insinuation in the title of another 
candidate. 

Dr GARY SIAPPER 
The Law School 


jri-Thsni 

Sin Clement Freud (My Week, 14 
April) was a politician of integrity 
who dtirihg nis time in Parliament 
voted according to his convictions. 
When I vote for a candidate I 

expect him to do the same, 

otherwiseour electoral system 
becomes meaningless. 

I should not have to cast my vote 
for any candidate who will vote 
according to the wishes of whatever 
party he happens to belong to. I 
should be able to trust that my MP 
will speak his own mindand cast his 
vote according to his conscience. 

We are supposed to enjw a 
pariiamentary system in tins _ 
country but as long as the whips 
wield the power they do, I am 
unable to choose a candidate on 
the basis that he wall represent me 
honestly as he and nobody else 
flunks fit If we can’t get nd of the 
whips and their buDymg tactics, 
then bring on the independents. 
RICHARD WADE 
WatiingiOTi, Oxfordshire 

Sin Polty Toynbee speculates (“The 
horror of a new blue dawn". 


14 April) that, if the Conservatives 
win the election, the anti-Toiy 
majority will rise up with one voice 
and revolt. That such a thing might 
happen she blames on our 
“monstrous voting system". 

If the ami-Tbiy majority would 
speak with one voice before the 
election, the problem would not 
arise. The beauty of our voting 
system is that it requires those who 
want a change of government to 
decide that they want a particular 
alternative, not just a change. 
JULIAN GALL 
Godabning, Surrey 


Tory squeeze 
on the poor 

Sin Your leading article of!6 April 
tells us that the poor may not be 
significantly worse off in real terms 
than in 1979. That is too bland by 
far. Between 1979 and 1994 the 
income of the bottom 10 per cent 
fell by 13 per cent in real terms. 

The income of the top lOper cent 
rose by 65 per cent, 

Less than 8 per cent of children 
lived in families on means-tested 
benefits in 1979. Now 25 per cent of 
children live in families claiming 
Income Support and over lOper 
cent live in families claiming ramily 
Credit It is estimated that Income 
Support fora family of four 
including two young children is 
about £35 a week below the amount 
needed to provide adequate food, 
clothing, fuel, transport and other 
necessities. The Law Income 
Project Team report of the 


Government's Nutrition faflt Force 
reports that for many people a 
healthy diet is beyond their means. 

The Commission on Social Justice 
showed that the poor are dying 
younger now than in 1981. The rich 
are living longer. Tbe British Medical 
Journal reported in February this 
year that professional workers could 
now expect to live over five years 
longer than unskilled manual 
workers whose life expectancy has 
diminished. The reasons given are 
stress, inadequate health care and 
inadequate diet. It all adds up to^ “the 
poor are significantly worse off in 
real terms now than m 1979". 

The Rev PAUL NI COLSON 
Chairman 
Zaechaeus Trust 
TurvBIe, Buckinghamshire 


Postal pledge 

Sin It is certainly not tbe case, as 
claimed in your articles about the 
Alliance & Leicester mailing 
(Business, 11 and 12 April), that 
“Royal Mail can only guarantee to 
deliver 98.8 per cent of mail posted”. 

In fact, we aim to deliver every 
item of mail as mnddyas possible. 
Obviously, with large postings the 
mailing lists can contain errors, 
however stringently they are 
checked, and Royal Mail cannot be 
held responsible for failing to 
deliver letters that, for example, 
are wrongly addressed or whose 
intended reripientsfaave moved 
without giving their new address. 
JOHN TEW 

Director and General Manager 
Royal Mail, Oxford 
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Old soldiers 
never brawled 

Sin I am grieved to read of the 
“morale problems of troops sent to 
the Btlldands on four-month 
postings, deprived of female 
company” (report, 14 April). 

As a National Service airman in 
the 1950s I spent 18 months in Aden, 
also deprived of female company 
and with only the camp cinema and 
Naafi for entertainment. No vidbes, 
no phone calls home, and the food 
was pretty poor. This was repealed 
ai isolated spots aD over the Middle 
and Ear East and yet we did not feel 
the need to half-kill each other - in 
fact, it made us more tolerant of 
each other’s faults. 

The men in the Palklands should 
grow up and thank their lucky stars 
that overseas postings are reduced 
to such paltry periods. 

TN HANCOCK 
Lincoln 


Ban those cars 

Sir Your article on the World 


in London (17 April) asks where all 
tiie traffic will go. While we all now 
that new roads generate new 
many people have not yet 
ed the coroflaiy- that taking 
space away reduces traffic. 

It is unfortunate that many fine 
schemes for removing vehicles 
from our town centres fail to be 
implemented through unfounded 
concerns over the impact of 
displaced traffic. Inmost cases 
there will be a drop in total traffic 
Princes Street in Edinburgh is a 
notable example. 

PHIL JONES 
Kinvtx Staffordshire 


viability of DTT Our experience in 
the multi-channel television 
market shows us that there is a very 
attractive commercial opportunity. 
This now seems increasingly to be 
the view in the City. The market for 
multi-channel television has been 
artificially constrained tty the high 
entry price levied by BSkyB and the 
inflexible way in which only large 
bundles of programming are 
offered to tbe viewer. 

The best future for British 
broadcasting is to have DTT as a 
competitor to digital satellite. 
BSkyB has clearly indicated that it 
will always give priority to its 
satellite business, the other British 
Digital Broadcasting shareholders 
also have substantial other 
broadcasting businesses whose 
interests they may wish to promote 
in preference to the digital 
terrestrial platform. 

In contrast, DTK’s bid has an 
unambiguous, well-funded and 
clear-sighted objective of spreading 
DTT take-up as quickly as possible. 
JAMES GATWARD 
Chairman 

Digital Television Network 
London SW1 


That kind of idiot 

Sir. Toby Stone (letter, 16 April) 
asks: “what land of idiots do the 
Conservatives think voters are?" To 
this must come the reply. “The kind 
of idiots that have kept them in 
office for the past IS years.” 

I sympathise with Mr Stone's 
disgrunUenient over Tory attacks 
on Mr Blair’s policy U-turns. I can 
onty offer the reassurance that U- 
turrts of similar magnitude did not 
do excessive damage to Mr Major’s 
political career * witness the 
poll tax fiasco. 

TOBYNANGLE 

Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge 
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Not since 
Watergate has 
a national 
leader been in 
as much 
trouble as 
Benjamin 
Netanyahu, but 
the parallels 
with Richard 
Nixon’s travails 
go even 
deeper, argues 
Patrick 
Cockburn 

T he clichd finally 
came true. For 25 
years almost every 
political scandal in 
the world has been 
routinely and tediously com- 
pared to Watergate. Often the 
real parallels were limited. But 
not in the case of the scandal 
that may now bring an abrupt 
end to the career of Benjamin 
Netanyahu, the prime minister 
of Israel. His decline and prob- 
able fail are extraordinarily 
similar - the characters 
involved, their motives, the 
bureaucratic battles in the 
background - to what hap- 
pened to President Richard 
Nixon in 1972-73. 

Mr Netanyahu's character, 
as frequently noted in Israel, is 
very like that of Mr Nixon. 
Both bad a meteoric rise to 
power. Neither had many scru- 
ples. They shared a paranoid - 
and self-fulfilling - belief that 
they were surrounded by ene- 
mies. In response they sur- 
rounded themselves with 
wholly loyal and subservient 
henchmen. Mr Nixon chose 
John Ehrlichman and HR 
Haldeman as his chief retain- 
ers; Mr Netanyahu relied on 
people from outside the polit- 
ical dlite such as Avigdor 
Lieberraan, director general of 
his office, and Tzahi Hanegbi, 
the Justice Minister. Israeli 
police now want to put both 
men on trial, along with the 
prime minister himself. 

But there is another, less 
obvious, parallel between the 



Isolated and unpopular: Benjamin Netanyahu, and key players in the scandal (from top) Trahi HaratfH, Avigdor Lfeberman and AryehDeri 

Friendless in Jerusalem 


political disasters that engulfed 
President Nixon and those that 
now threaten Mr Netanyahu. 
Each in his own way had 
offended the powers that be, 
the bureaucracy of army and 
state. Mr Nixon could not get 
the CIA to say that the Water- 
gate burglary was carried out 
for security reasons. Likewise in 
his 10 months in office Mr 
Netanyahu has offended the 
army, police, security services 
and judiciary as well as mem- 
bers of his own cabinet. It was 
no accident that Israel army 
radio began its programmes 
yesterday by playing: “Oh what 
a beautiful morning. Oh What 
a beautiful day.” 

This is the reason for think- 
ing that Mr Netanyahu will 
fall. He is isolated. His cabinet 
ministers were slow - as the 


news spread that police wanted 
him iadicted for “baud and 
breach of trust" - to come to his 
defence. And when they did so 
few spoke with any enthusiasm. 
If he is indicted by Elyakim 
Rubinstein, the attorney gen- 
eral, on Sunday, he will proba- 
bly go immediately. If be is not, 
then the process will take 
longer, but he is unlikely to be 
in office at the end of the sum- 
mer. Much will depend on the 
ability of other members of his 
right-wing Likud party to unite 
behind an alternative leader. 

It is a measure of Mr 
Netayahu’s unpopularity that 
most Israeli commentators 
gleefully expect him to fall even 
though the case against him is 
not very strong. Evidence of his 
involvement in the so-called 
“Bar-On affair” depends 



NOW SHOWING SUSS 
AT CINEMAS EVERYWHERE 



largely on witnesses of uncer- 
tain reliability. 

Not that many people have 
any doubt about Mr Netan- 
yahu’s general intentions. The 
scandal started last December. 
The former, highly respected 
attorney-general Michael Ben- 
Yair took the hint that it was 
time for him toga Mr Ben-Yair 
had already forced Mr Netan- 
yahu to get rid of his first 
choice as justice minister,- 
because he was accused of mak- 
ing false statements to the 
Supreme Court. Ehud Ohnert, 
the Likud mayor of Jerusalem, 
js on trial for electoral fraud in 
the 1988 election. Other offi- 
cials in trouble included a direc- 
tor of Mr Netanyahu’s private 
office accused of making 
threatening calls to women, 
several of whom had com- 
plained to the police. 

But there was one powerful 
figure in Israeli politics in 
greater need than others of a 
sympathetic hearing from the 
legal establishment. This was 
Aryeb Deri, a former interior 
minister and the leader of the 
religious party Sbas, the third- 
largest party in the Knesset, 
whose 10 seats are crucial to Mr 
Netanyahu's coalition govern- 
ment. Mr Deri's long trial for 
corruption has been part of the 
background to Israeli politics 
for several years. It was draw- 
ing to an end and Mr Deri, a 
mercurial politician with great 
organisational talents, was 


looking for a deal that would 
enable him to resume his seat 
in the cabinet 

Mr Netanyahu resolved to 
help him. What happened next 
is in dispute.. But it is aUf ~ 3 
that Mr Derf manoeuirfed , fo r 

appointed 

a “judicial soft-landing". 
Exactly how he did so is the 
subject of a 995- 
page police report • ■ 

handed to the 
present attorney 
general, and Edna 
Aibel. the state 
attorney, this 
week. The police 
believe a corrupt 
deal was done. 

They think Mr 
Deri was prom- 
ised the attorney m 
general of his 
choice, one who, either through 
a plea-bargain or an amnesty, 
.would allow the Shas leader to 
walk free. 

It was here that Mr Netan- 
yahu showed his naivete and his 
aides their inexperience. They 
could have chosen one of many 
prominent right-wing lawyers. 
Instead, on 10 January, Mr 
Netanyahu forced through his 
cabinet the appointment of an 
obscure Jerusalem attorney and 
Likud party loyalist called Rani 
Bar-On. The attorney general 
in .Israel is usually a lawyer of 
standing. The very depth of Mr 
Bar-Oo’s obscurity tended to 


6 I’ve never 
seen a 

government so 
full of crooks 
and war 
criminals 9 


highlig ht the motive for his 
appointment The only expla- 
nation was that he was expected 
to go eaisy on Mr Netanyahu s 
friends and allies. 

. Mr Bar-On was laughed out 
The Israeli media 
la’s horse. Law 
ll&dto issue an 
erical denunciation of his 
appointment Aharon Barak, 
the chief justice, 
denied (contrary 
to what Mr Han- 
egbi, the justice 
minister, had told 
the cabinet) that 
he approved of 
the appointment 
Amid much con- 
fusion Mr Bar-On 
resigned after less 
than 24 hours in 
his post He never 
, even saw his office 

in the Justice Ministry. 

There it might have rested 
But two weeks later Ayalah 
Hasson, a reporter on Israeli 
television channel I, made a 
sensational claim in a brief * 
item on the nightly news. She 
said that Mr Deri bad insisted - 
on the appointment of Mr Bar- 
On in order to obtain a.plea- 
baigain. She further claimed - 
and it was this which ignited an 
immediate political explosion - 
that Mr Deri bad threatened 
that if be did not get his way his 
party would vote against the 
agreement on the partial Israeli 
withdrawal from Hebron just 


signed with the Palestinians. 
Thus the so-called “Bar-On for 
Hebron” affair was born. 

Of course nothing is quite as 
simple as this in Israeli politics. 
Mr Deri’s own lawyer, Dan 
Avi-Yitzhak, had wanted the 
job of attorney general for him- 
self. When Mr Deri, not want- 
ing to lose his legal represen- 
tative in the middle of his trial, 
blocked the appointment, Mr 
Avi-Yitzhak resigned and 
denounced his former client. 
He has since become the 
police’s main witness on how 
and why Mr Bar-On was 
appointed, including the 
involvement of Mr Netanyahu. 

As details of the “Bar-On 
Affair” were published, Israeli 
commentators spoke of the 
“Italianisation" of Israeli poli- 
tics. Everybody touched by the 
case seemed to have shadowy, 
if not corrupt, motives. Mr 
Netanyahu turns out to know a 
surprising number of people on 
the edge of the law. In politics 
he has always lived danger- 
ously. In 1993, for example, he 
admitted his adultery on tele- 
vision, but claimed be was be ing 
b lackm ailed with an incrimi- 
nating video of the affair by his 
political enemies. 

Has Mr Netanyahu now come 
to the end of the toad? He will 
certainly fight bade The only pic- 
ture on the wall of his office, 
apart from family portraits, is of 
Gamla, above the Sea of Galilee, 
where Jews jumped to their 


deaths to escape tJwstt»'koffe 

Roman kgnwtf.Hc h£ a : Mj* 

sonic view of his 

American politician of uve pre- 
vious generation he nwsf resem- 
bles is Richard Nixon, h»pre- 
sentMlay counicqwrtf pnjowy 
Newt Gingrich, the Republican 
Speaker of the HouseofRep- 
Smuitives. Like him the brack 
prime minister owes his nse to 
hsdibnesson television, mostly 
American television, his rich 
baritone voice dominating inter- 
views and press oemferenow. 

But like Mr Gingrich he 
often appears rootless anti rud- 
derless. Leaders as diverse as 
King Hussein and AncI bnaron, 
his minister of infrastructure, 
have said publicly that they no 
longer believe a word he ravs lo f 
them. He has few iriends. He 
has relied on ^ small kitchen 
cabinet of advisers including 
Mr Lieberman. David Bar- 
Ulan, his chief spokesman, and 
Don: Gold, his foreign policy 
adviser. He won the election to 
be prime minister in 19% by 
only 30.000 votes and since 
then his popularity h3S not 
increased. It is this political eo- 
lation that may doom him as 
much as the gravity of the accu- 
sations made by the police. 

It is a measure of Mr Netan- 
yahu's failure to assert his 
authority within the Israeli gov- 
ernment machine that he only 
knew that the police wanted to 
charge him minutes before it 
was announced on television on 
Thursday night. He may now be 
paying a price for alienating so / 
much of the Israeli establish- i 
ment since he took office. Not 
that they ever regarded him 
with much sympathy. Asked 
what he thought of Mr 
Netayahu's government, soon 
after it was formed last June, 
one conservative Israeli banker 
replied: “I have never seen a 
government here so full of 
crooks and war criminals." 

This is a little harsh. But Mr 
Netanyahu came from outside 
the Israeli government system. 

He had made his career as an 
Israeli diplomat in Washington 
and New York who could speak 
on the US television. He had 
more friends among American 
columnists and talk-show hosts 
than their counterparts back in 
Israel. It is this which made him 
leader of the right-wing Likud 
party. Right-wing American 
Jewish millionaires financed 
his campaign. American advis- 
ers helped him win last year's 
election. The Israeli right sus- 0 
pects him of willingness to give 
in under American pressure 
on issues like Hebron. 

Palestinians are jubilant that 
Mr Netanyahu may go. But it 
does not necessarily follow that 
his departure will remove all 
the difficulties facing the Oslo 
accords. Israelis arc mu turning 
against him because he built a 
Jewish settlement at Har 
Homa. A majority of Israeli 
Jews voted for parties in effect 
opposing Oslo in the last 
election. 

If Netanyahu Slavs, his 
authority will be crippled. If he 
goes, Israel will have had three 
prime ministers in 18 months. 
This is a symptom of great 
political instability, of deep # 
divisions within Israeli society, 
which perhaps onlv a final 
agreement with the Palestinians 
can bring to an end. 


A nice how-d’ye-do about a man called Hajdu 


I was in the pub the other 
day carrying a book with 
me, on the principle that 
books are a good substitute 
for conversation. If there's 
nobody to talk to, you can pull 
a book out and start reading 
it. X find this pays off in super- 
market check-out queues, 
when you have to wait for 10 
minutes for the woman in 
front to find her credit card. 

“What’s that book, then?" 
said the man next to me, who 
for die purposes of this 
conversation I shall identify 
as “the man”. 

“You wouldn't be 
interested,” I said. 

“How do you know?" said 
the man. 

“Because you’re not 
interested in books,” said his 
wife, whom I shall refer to as 
“his wife” although this may 
have unfortunate possessive 
overtones to feminist ears. 

“Tm not interested in all 
books,” said the man 
defensively, "but Tm interested 
insane books. By the Ism of 
averages, there’s bound to be 
some books Fm interested in. 
What book is it?" 

“It’s a biography of Billy 
Strayhom,” I said. 

There was a long pause. 
"You’re right,” said the 


man. “Tm not interested in 
that It’s a rule of mine that 
if you've never heard of the 
bloke the book’s about, 
there’s a fair chance you’re 
not going to be much 
interested in his life. Is it by 
anyone famous?” 

“A man called David 
Hajdu,” t said, showing him 
the book. 

“Now Tm interested 
again,” said the man. Tm 
interested in bow anyone can 
have a name like that" 

“No, you’re not," said his 
wife. “You’ve never been 
interested in names." 

“Not before," said the man. 
“But I'd never met a name 
like Hajdu. Tm interested 
now. Where’s he from?" 

“America." I said. 

“Well that’s no due," said 
the man. “Could be from 
anywhere, an American 
name. Hajdu. Hajdu.” 

"Sounds Albanian to me," I 
said “The Albanians special- 
ise in those names that look 
13% leftover Scrabble hands. 
Enver Hoxha, for hstance.” 

“Could be, " said the man. 
“Hajdu ..." 

“How do you do?” said 
the landlord, arriving at this 
moment. 

“Interesting that you 



# 


Miles 

Kington 

heard the name ‘Hajdu’ as 
‘How d’ye do?’ " said the 
man. “It just goes to show 
that we never really think 
about wbat were saying." 

“What are you talking 
about?” said his wife. “I 
always think about wbat I 
am saying.” 

“No, you don't," said the 
man. “This morning I heard 
you say you were on tenter- 
hooks. But you don’t know 
what tenterhooks are," 

“I bet you don’t know 
either," said the wife. 

“No, I don’t,” said the 
man. “But I don’t go around 


talking about tenterhooks. 

"HI give you another 
example. We don’t talk about 
stupid children anv more - 
we talk about children with 
learning difficulties. But we 
still talk about bad teachers. 
We don’t talk about grown- 
ups with teac hing 
difficulties." 

There was a silence here. 
Everyone knew he had made 
a good point, but nobo&r 
knew what it was. When this 
happens, you either wait fo r 
clarification or change the 

1 changed the subject. 

l ll tell you one expression 
which has always puzzled 
me,” I said, “and that is that 
strange euphemism for scat - 
to have ’carnal knowledge’ of 
someone. In my experience 
knowledge is very seldom 
involved. I think to have 
‘carnal ignorance’ of someone 
would be nearer the mark." 

The wife frowned, but the 
man smiled and nodded, as if 
reminded of some private 
memory. 

right," he said. 
And how about ’worried 
stiff’? That’s a strange 
expression when you think 

about it When Tm worried 1 

don i stiffen. I collapse. I 
fold up. ‘Worried limp’ 


would be nearer the mark 
than “worried stiff’.’' 

He looked at the book 
again. 

‘‘Hajdu," he said. “Where 
else would you find a name 
like that but in America? Or 
Albania," he said to me. as a 
concession. 

“In film credits," said his 
wife. “The weirdest names 
always crop up in film 
credits. Of all nations." 
Name one," said the man 
1 foiew you might ask," 
«ud the wife, “so I wrote one 
down l saw on TV’ the other 

W H e rc l l J s " Shc archer 

tn her handbag. 

“Rudd Wcaihenvax." she 
“ m a small notepad. 

. Wtai film did you find 
that in. said the man 
scornfully. 

lassie films 

nave it. There is a credit 

o yi , n ?»V assic lft «nwl by- 
Rudd WctiihcnwuxV' ? 

There was a pause. The 
man drained his glass. 

“ What would you like'.’’’ h< 
said to me. 

1 c * l: ‘ nce 10 read mv book, 
thought. But it was urn kite 
was trapped inside another 
pub conversation, It was mv 
fault for bringing a hook, ‘ 
really. 
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0 ° J®*. wc caa all be 

a&eed. The explosion of the 
Pn«Jr y ^ioas on 

o«n a defining moment of the 

SS? * & important 

not mst because Britain- S relations 

Earo P e . en d the single 

KIEV? ^ 1° ^ 

debate, but, cmaally, because of 

• what it tens us about theS^ 

and ite fitness to govern. 

arfcabfe th™ hsue 

which has come to- dominate the 


vote on the euro is a desperate act 


open until we know the economic 
arcuosxances of tbe time. Entry 
for Britain- in the first wave is 
looking highly unlikely, and the 
starting date of 1 January 1999 is 
looking increasingly ambitions. 
Nevertheless, to rale on! options 
now would ensure that ow nego- 
tiatihg position was weakened 
unnecessarily. We may decide that 
EMU is not for us, but it is imposr ‘ 
sfole to say nntfl we know the con- ; 
dilions which operate at tbe time. 
Lastly, we both agree that If the 


Tory campaistt^ V the 3, “ c ™ agree that ff the 

pncy - is one on vtoich ” 

large area of agreement between 


rency - is o ne on which there is a enter EMu7the'S 1 i*^Sd 

be left to the British people in ajref- 
people in the comimT e f ST }^ UTTi - h would dearly be a 

and I both agree tiSt’it decision of conaderable political 

saasisr: 0 *- - - 


currency is not thereiore about 
ats on matters of . 
snrrple difference is 
one of leadership. John Major is 
absolutely incapable of enforcing 
his view on large sections of his 
party or even on bis own Cabinet. 
His failure to do that bas ensured 
that an unedifying free-for-all is the. 
result, Tbe clarity with which Mr 
Major explained the rationale for 
the wait. and see approach to the 
single currency is made meaningless 
by the feet thaiup to 200 of his can- 
didates take a completely different 
approach, hostile to government 
policy. And the bravery for which 
he was praised yesterday - by, 
among others, The Independent - 
would be more convincing if he had 
faced down his Eurosceptic MR 
with more conviction over the last ' 
two years,; rather than let them 
dictate policy. 

Mr Major's inability to persuade 



by Tony Blair 

The Chancellor 
was surprised but 
then Mr Major 
took himself by 
surprise as well 


his party of the need to stay at tbe 
negotiating table means that there 
are effectively two Ibxy parties. 
Voters have no idea whk£ one will 

re-cdectof. Will it be the pa Sy of 
Ken Clarke and Michael Heseltine 
or that of John Redwood and 
Michael PDrtjHo? If John Major 
deckles that British interests arc 
best served by entry, will be be able 
to take bis party or even his 
Cabinet with him? Would he even 
be leader at tbe time of such a 
decision? 

Mr Major's decision to offer a 
free vote 10 his MF5 on the issue 
yesterday was the latest in a series 
of desperate concessions aimed at 
disguising his weakness within the 
Conservative Party. It is an admis- 
sion, just two weeks from the elec- 
tion, that the party is in a state of 
civil war. Kenneth Clarke’s revela- 
tion that he was not even consulted 


about this confirms that Mr Major 

has simpN been making it up as he 
goes along. Tbe Chancellor was air- 
prised to hear what Mr Major said, 
but then Mr Major probably took 
himself by surprise as welL A free 
vote on the issue of monetary union 
amounts to a government admis- 
sion that they cannot agree amongst 
themselves.’ 

The issue facing the country at 
this election is about which party 
will get the best deal for Britain in 
Europe. Labour will offer con- 
structive engagement and will 
defend Britain's interests. Our 
approach to a single cununcy, and 
all other European decisions, will 
be based on an assessment of what 
is necessary in the interests of the 
country, rather than what is possible 
in the politics of the party. 

The Conservative Party has 
shown itself to be simply incapable 
of fighting for Britain in Europe. 


Their failures over BSE and fishing 
have been a direct result of their 
internal divisions, which haw made 
Britain's negotiating position intol- 
erably weak. 

This week has been as dramatic 
as it was predictable. The divisions, 
of a weakly led party haw become 
irreconcilable fault 'lines. Nobody 
can now claim that this election is 
Of no importance. A re-elected 
Conservative government simply 
could not lead Britain. Britain, 
truly, deserves better than this. 
Under Labour it will get it. 

And while the Tories implode 
ov er Europe we will continue 10 set 
out policies in the other areas of 
real concern to the British people 
- jobs, crime, education, livuilh. 
Just as they are divided on Europe, 
so. if the Tories get back, divisions 
will emerge in these areas loo. 
They are an ungovernable party, 
unfit to govern. 



Will Sel£ 
writer and 
sometime drug 
user, is hired 
by 'The 
Observer* for 
his bad-boy 
reputation. 

So why did 
they lose their |jjS 
nerve, asks 
Suzanne 
Moore 


A s a concerned citizen I 

" ' #1 for one am enor- 
/ % mously relieved that 

y % The Mirror has set up 
JL E ? “Have you ever 
taken drugs on Major's jet?" hot- 
line. Apparently only one woman 
has phoned in. She sounded rather 
sheepish and called herself 
“Nonna*' but would say little else. 
She claimed not to have met the 
novelist and writer Will Seif, but 
admitted that ever since reading 
his novel Cock and Bull she had 
found herself wanting more and 
more of him. What has started off 
as fiin, peer-group pressure even, 
had resulted m a senous habh. She 
had even been found trying to 
score day-old copies of The 
Observer in run-down newsagent's 
in King's Cross just to get a quick 
hit. . 

Did “Nonna” recognise, I won- 
der, the aircraft toilet pictured in 
The Mirror ? 1 am slightly worried 
because I did. John Major’s toilet 
looks remarkably similar to aircraft 
toilets the woria over. I trust it is 
the real thing. Still, if you stare 
hard enough at the picture, you 
can without the aid of any class A 
drugs achieve a semi-halludnatory 
trance-like state. You can imagine 
being locked in that toilet while 
outside sits honest John and his 
strangely deluded colleagues. You 
know that ranked behind them are 
the gentlemen of the press so des- 
perate for something, anything to 
happen to liven up Ihiszombiefied 
election that they are prepared to 
snitch on their colleagues, and 
you could get a little paranoid and 
you might want a little something 
to you down. Just something 
to keep you dear, to enable you to 
scream to your readers at the top 
of your voice "Just say 00 to the 
whole zone facade. 

If Will Self were a T* 0 !**, 
journalist he would have < downed 
a bottle of Scotch, noddedoff. and 
garnered his quotes from ttm 
Media Fhrtv machinery ju* 1 ™® 
everyone else. His taoeente * 
rather touching- M^be he even 
thought there migM » J 
stray and something »#it hap- 

petLAndnowfot^Ban^shm 

As the election 
implodes into a 

ofthc media process itself, ns 

casssssS 

tfaa’sstst? 

that he once turned up to a 
restaurant he 

drunk! So deeply wicked that m. 

ai^swJssSg; 

oftheop^rmnityto^tupc^e 

Quite caiafy 1 diould think, for 


A sense of Seth a ‘proper’ joumaKst would have downed some Scotch and nodded off Geraint Lewis 


Mr Se!£ whatever one thmks of his 
writing, is not a hypocrite. He lias 
been open about his drug-taking to 
the past He has written eloquently 
about his heroes, who include 
WiOJjam Burroughs, Hunter S 
Thompson, JG Ballard and Chris 
Moms. (Indeed ODe expected 
Morris to emerge from- the side- 
lines ranting on about “smack- 
harom*' as The Guardian once 
memorably called it) 

Such a bst hardly conjures up the 


night in and that of course is 
exaedy wiry The Ohserverse nt bipi 
flying with the Prime Minister in 
the first triace. They wanted linn to 

arice tilings up ana he has. Only a 
couple of weeks ago in a piece m 
the New Statesman about gonzo 
journalism, the highly^veand 


{Enter S Thompson, Self asked 
whether fllegal 

tial to the gonzo methodology' He 
conduded they were one of the 
best available options, acknowl- 
edging that drugs, though fflegaj, 
perhaps no longer possess Tnucn 

* . 1 4<xw/r mr aantV- 



lh ^i whatever he did or didn’t 

do the combination of the words 

heroin, toilet and John Major are 
so irresistible that many things 
become very dear indeed; The 

^SSationaboutdnigusem 


this country, the denial of the 
establishment in accepting or even 
acknowledging that there are two 
cultures in this country, one for 
whom drags are a part of life and 
one for whom they me not. 

‘ Anotherof Self's employers, Ian 
Hargreaves, editor of the New 
Statesman* who has commissoned 
Self to do the “On the Road” 
pieces with -Ralph Steadman, car- 
toonist' and one-time Thompson 
ccHOpadre, does not seem ruffled 
by the whole larragp. His main 
concern is that- he gets his copy 
from Seif this week. “When you 
- hire a writer fikr Win, you hire 
them for a different kind of writ- 
ing," he sty's. Such a cool attitude 
make the actions of The Observer 
look even more hysterical Self has 
not been charged. Surely they 
could have slapped his wrist when 
even The Mirror has sympathy for 
Self, citing mitigating circum- 
stances such as the “mind-numb- 
ing boredom” of working for The 
Observer and being forced to listen 
to Tory election speeches. "That's 
enough to drive anyone over the 
edge/declares The Vbice of The 
Mirror, who also insists with some- 
what less sophistication, “Drugs 
are wrong.” 

I am not suggesting that drags 
are rightjust that they are around, 
that some people take them some 
of the tine. There have always 
been writers who can write like 
angels under their influence, just 
as there have been writers who 
merely think they can write like . 


angels and are 100 out of it to know 
the difference. Gonzo journalism, 
the bastard son of Tom Wolfe’s 
new journalism has become assim- 
ilated into the mainstream via var- 
ious music writers,, fay the legions 
Of columnists and by the Loaded 
fads. Now merely writing about 
being naughty, getting wasted and 
having ill-advised ses is the story. 
Gonzo journalism has always con- 
tained within it a kind of braying 
machismo. Detached from any 
political moorings, any real desire 
to change the world, it has largely 
become a case of style parading as 
subversion for it merely reinforces 
the status quo. Yet Hunter S 
Thompson, for all his self-induced 
madness, got the story, did the job. 
His perceptions may have been 
altered by diu^ but we fed he told 
us the truth. This one hopes is stiD 
a laudable aim for a journalist, 
whether one uses illegal substances 
to g/et there ox not 
A certain kind of truth has 
emerged here, whatever Selfs 
intention. And I must tell mine. 
Will Self is a friend, a decent and 
charming man who I would hap- 
pily trust to look after my chfldren. 
As" a gonzo baby-sitter he reigns 
supreme. As for the rest of his 
alleged activities - in such a nar- 
row-minded, closed-down, hypo- 
critical time and spacewe need the 

likes of Self to gjve us a smack in 
the face, a shot in the arm. Let’s 
.hope some common sense kicks in 

before all litis metaphor abuse gsts 

really out of hand. 


Paddy and the Holy Grail 
of voting reform 

Liberal Democrat ratings in the opinion 
polls are on the up and up, but they 
desperately want Blair to back proportional 
representation ... and Europe could be the 
catalyst, says Donald Macintyre 



T ony Blair has already decided to 
back proportional representation 
in the referendum on electoral 
reform he has promised will take place 
during a first Labour term. He will not 
admit it before election day because to 
do so would be to forfeit the support of 
Rupert Murdoch’s biggest selling news- 
paper, The Sun. Mr Blair knows that 
Murdoch’s backing is short- term, and 
will last only long enough for the Tories 
to regroup, under a robustly Euro 
phobe leader. If Murdoch feared that 
by introducing electoral reform Blair 
would split tne Conservative Party 
(because a new pro-European left-wing 
Tbry party would be sustainable with 
PR) and in the process deny its right 
wing the chance of taking over the whole 
party once again, be would not for a 
moment allow The Sun to back Labour. 

Relax, Labour spin doctors. This is 
merely seductive - and no doubt base- 
less - speculation circulating among a 
few liberal Democrats. But it helps to 
nourish the party's optimism that for all 
the negative vibes Blair will give out 
between now and polling day on PR, he 
wiD in the end back a reform. This 
would deliver the Lib Dems in a 2,002 
election 116 seats on the same share of 
the vote - 18 per cent - that they won 
20 seats with m 1992. Isn’t that, the Ub 
Dems ask, Blair's best chance of a 
multi-term premiership? It would at last 
deliver an anti-Tbiy majority in the 
House of Commons which finally 
reflects the anti-Toiy majority in the 
country at large? 

This may he much too optimistic. It’s 
likely (hat not even Blair knows 
whether he will back electoral reform. 
The Liberal Democrats are neverthe- 
less entitled to speculate among them- 
selves. Because it’s increasingly dear 
they aren't going to be obliterated. 
-Indeed the polls suggest that almost the 
only shift in public opinion since the 
election campaign, started is an 
improvement in the Liberal Democrats’ 
ratings. Faddy Ashdown hasn't been as 
big a media stray as be was in 1992 
because tbe conventional wisdom isn’t, 
as it was for much of the 1992 cam- 
paign, that there will be a hung parlia- 
ment in which Asbdown would bold tbe 
balance of power. 

On his first visit to the party's West 
Country battleground last week, four 
national newspapers, The Sun, The 
Financial Tones , the Daily Mail and the 
Express, weren’t even aboard his bus. 
But in tbe real, rather than the West- 
minster, election tbe picture looks dif- 
ferent As happened m 1992, the more 
exposure Asbdown gets, especially on 
regional and national television, the 
better he is doing. 

There is more to ii than his cam- 
paigning skills, well-hosed though they 


Labour ftrty member not only promised 
to vote Lib Dem but even took a poster. 
My fleeting impression is that some Lib- 
eral Democrats are much less keen to 
emphasise the tax rises in Tbry territoiy. 
But Ashdown does not shrink from 
doing so on national televirion, and Mr 
Cable insists that he enjoys arguing for 
them in well-beekd Twickenham wards. 
But he also says Labour supporters are 
showing perceptibly fewer of the inhi- 
bitions about switching that they might 
have had in 1992. 

Hus may be what lies behind Gordon 
Brown’s rather overheated attack on 
the Lib Dem spending plans yesterday. 
The plans have, after aD, broadly with- 
stood the heat of scrutiny from the likes 
of the Institute of Fiscal Studies. 
Labour don't mind switching in scats 
which only the lib Dems can win. 
There is no evidence of such switching 
in the 75 or so Labour key seats where 
the Lib Dems are in third place. But it 
would be bad news for Labour if there 
was. It could now be time to give John 
Prescott a more prominent role to 
inject a bit of old-time Labour passion 
into Labour’s campaign. 

Asb down’s pro-Europeanism may 
not be doing him as much damage as 
some critics thought it would. On the 
one band, lories like Tbby Jcssel in 
Twickenham are using the party’s sup- 
port for the single currency for all it is 
worth. On the other, Lib Dem candi- 
dates can - and do - try 10 reassure 
Eurosceptics on the doorsteps that 
alone of tbe three parties, Ashdown's is 


promising a referendum not only on a 
single currency but on any big changes 
that result from the imcr-governmemal 
conference in Amsterdam -' the future 
of Europe" in doorstcp-cse. Pro-Euro- 
peanism is part of a larger vision about 
what could happen after ihe election. 

For Ashdown believes that Europe 
could yet be ihe catalyst for the frag- 
mentation of British polities that he is 
looking to after the election. He sees a 
fragmentation into what he believes is 
naturally a five-party system - the Lib 
Dems. plus a Labour left and right, and 
a Tray fcft and right- His own party wnukl 
function asa bulwark against the Labour 
left, perhaps ensuring that Blair can force 
through - say - British EMU member- 
ship against the Tory right and the 
Labour left But for that fragmentation 
- the realignment which eluded Gri- 
mond, Thorpe and Steel - there needs 
first to be electoral reform. If Ashdown 
got less than 20 seats he might chuck i! 
in, making way perhaps for Menzics 
Campbell, perhaps for the younger 
Charles Kennedy or Simon Hughes. 

But that no longer looks so likely; 
Ashdown has exuberantly’ said that his 
successor “is still at school". His tax 
commitments could yet backfire badly 
in the deep privacy of the ballot box. 
But the evidence that their support is 
holding up well in the Tory target seats 
is fairly persuasive. It no longer makes 
sense to see the election as do or die 
for Ashdown and his party. If Blair wins, 
it's the referendum on PR that will truly 
del ermine ihe Lib Dems' future. 


perhaps the best of the three party lead- 
ers. It isn’t every dayyousee a crowd of 
100 in ihe main square of a sleepy town 
tike Barnstaple actually dapping a pas- 
sage on constitutional reform in a politi- 
cian's speech. In Tbrridge and West 
Devon this week he was viably frus- 
trated that the fanners didn't give him 
a more hostile grilling over his policy on 
Europe. It’s more that he appears to 
enjoy delivering a campaign theme rel- 
atively heroic in these ultra-prudent 
limes: in favour of a Ip rise in income 
tax (o pay for education and a new 50p 
top rale to reduce taxes on the lowest- 
paid; and resolutely pro-European. 

More surprisingly, there is tentative 
evidence that it is working better than 
his critics thought Partly because be is 
evidently enjoying his own robustness, 
and partly because some of the Blair 
effect - which always threatened to 
eclipse the Lib Dems altogether - is 
being offset by a greater willingness of 
more traditional Labour supporters to 
switch tactically to Asbdown in seats 
where he offers the best chance of get- 
ting rid of a Tbry incumbent 

On Wednesday night in a semi at the 
scruffier end of Twickenham, west Lon- 
don, where Vincent Cable, Shell Inter- 
na don's chief economist, is fighting to 
gain London’s most winnable seat a 
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Chaim Herzog 


Chaim Herzog crammed at 
least half a dozen careers into 
his life. He spent more than 20 
years in the military, but be also 
practised law, spent a decade as 
a businessman, represented Is- 
rael's Labour party in parlia- 
ment and wrote many books 
on Israel s history before in 
1983 becoming Israel’s sixth 
president. 

Like most of the major fig- 
ures in modem Israeli politics 
-with the exception oFMoshe 
Dayan - Herzog was bom out- 
side the Middle East, in his case 
in Belfast in 1918. He came 
from a family that was not 

merely Jewish, but rabbinical: 

his father Isaac Herzog was 
Chief Rabbi in Ireland and, lat- 
er. the first Ashkenazi Chief 
Rabbi when Israel gained in- 
dependence in 1948. 

His brother Yaacov, also a 
Rabbi, had one of the most bril- 
liant minds of our century. Yaa- 
cov did not live long enough to 
complete the great work on 
Zionism that be had planned. 
But. in a collection of essays - 
A People That Dwells Alone - 
published by his widow, he il- 
luminated the whole history of 
the Jewish people. Chaim Her- 
zog was always ruefully to con- 
fess a friendly envy of his 
brother. “He was the smart 
one." he once said to me, “1 was 
the plodder". 

This plodder, however, wrote 
nine excellent books, count- 
less essays, both on matters 
military and political and, dur- 
ing the famous Six Day War 
of 1967 - when Israel was fight- 
ing for her survival - provided 
a running commentary on 
radio on the progress of the con- 
flict; it was balanced and sooth- 
ing enough to reassure the 
deeply nervous nation. But, 
then, he had the right back- 
ground to deliver those elegant 
commentaries. 

He was, as Shimon Peres, a 
former Prime Minister of Israel, 
put h. "5a fra Ve'Saifa " - “a man 
of the sword, and of the book". 
He was less intellectually and re- 
ligiously rigorous than either his 
father or his brother, but his 
faith came horn deep within his 
character. Trained as a lawyer, 
he was called to the Bar at Lin- 
coln's Inn in 1942, and went on 
to edit a volume, Judaism, Law 


During the Prague Spring in 
1968 Ladislav Holy was on sec- 
ondment from the Czechoslo- 
vak Academy of Sciences to the 
Livingstone Museum in Zam- 
bia. In 1972 when his Zambian 
contract expired he disdained to 
return to his native country 

and proceeded to Britain. Much 
of the character of his subse- 
quent illustrious career as a so- 
cial anthropologist may be 
traced to the frustration with 
doctrinaire Marxism and total- 
itarianism which coloured his 
life as a young academic in 
1950s and early 1960s Czecho- 
slovakia and to the intellectual 
courage with which he com- 
batted them. 

Holy studied archaeology 
and anthropology at Charles 
University, Prague, where he 
also took his PhD. Fellow stu- 
dents were Alice Sucikova, 
whom he subsequently mar- 
ried and with whom he shared 
numerous field expeditions in 
Africa, and Milan Stuchlik, 
with whom he enjoyed a long 
collaboration until the lauer’s 
death in 1981. 

The formative intellectual 
experience in Holy's early ca- 
reer was his embrace of British 
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OAJADHARSINGH: On 10 April to 
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daughter. Jessica Mai?. a sister Tor 
CWotf. 
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Guard*. 


and Ethics (1974), which stands 
comparison well with anything 
written by his father, or his 
brother. And, all the while, he 
was a cons umma te soldier. 

Chaim Herzog’s childhood 
was spent in Ireland during the 
Troubles (the family moved to 
Dublin when he was ayearold); 
as a youth he was Ireland's ban- 
tamweight boxing champion. 
Having moved to Palestine at 
the age of 17 in 1935, he felt that 
it was his duty to return to 
Britain on the outbreak of war 
in 1939. He enlisted in the 
British Army and was commis- 
sioned as an intelligence officer 
in the Guards - the only Yid- 
disher I rishman in the Black 
Watch. He was, eventually, to 
play an important role in Allied 
military intelligence after the 
Normandy landings in 1944 (he 
was also one of the last British 
officers to question the Nazi 
general Heinrich Himmler and 
became Field Marshal Bernard 
Montgomery’s personal repre- 
sentative to a high-level con- 
ference on displaced Europeans 
immediately after the war). 

What he learned then served 
him well when he met up the 
formidable Israeli Military In- 
telligence Service after the Sec- 
ond World Vfer. In 1947 Herzog 
returned to Palestine, and the 
following year, on the strengh 
of his fairly limited expertise and 
at the age of 29, was put in 
charge of organising the intel- 
ligence of the inexperienced Is- 
raeli army. For the next two 
years he acted as the first head 
of Israeli military intelligence. 

But Herzog was more than a 
scholar and an intelligence of- 
ficer. He was a soldier as well: 
he commanded, at various 
times, the Israeli Defence 
Forces in East Jerusalem and in 
the Negev Desert, which bor- 
ders on the Sinai desert and 
which was, in his time of mili- 
tary office, the Israeli border 
with Egypt, then Israel's most 
implacable enemy. He rose to 
the rank of major-general. 
From Southern Command, in 
1959. he was recalled to 
Jerusalem to reform the intel- 
ligence service he had created. 

After retiring from regular 
service in 1962 he went into 


business, and for ten years was 
managing director of GUS In- 


social anthropology coincid- 
ing with the visits to Czecho- 
slovakia in the mid-1960 
of several eminent exponents, 
notably Meyer Fortes, then 
professor at Cambridge Uni- 
versity. This led to Holy’s 
adopting broadly structural- 
functionalist methods of analy- 
sis. and to the eventual 
publication in Prague, in col- 
laboration with Milan Stuchlik, 
of the edited volume. Social 
Stultification in Tribal Africa 
(1968), which aroused consid- 
erable curiosity in the West 
since it was courageously in- 
formed by social scientific 


thinking that was largely anti- 
thetical to Marxism. 


thetical to Marxism. 

In 1961 and 1965, Holy un- 
dertook two lengthy field ex- 
peditions to Sudan to study 
the Berti people of Darfur 
province, whom he eventually 
visited on no fewer than six sep- 
arate occasions over a period of 
25 years. The resulting mono- 
graph. Neighbours and Kins- 
men (1973), reveals the 
beginning of a move away 
from structural-functionalism, 
with its emphasis on social 
process, and with a concern to 
point up, in the analysis of an 


Birthdays 

M us Avril Angers, actress. 75: Mr 
Eric Battcrsby, wartime escaper in 
Burma and SOE operative, SI; Dr 
Clive Booth, Vice- Chance Her. Oxford 
Brookes University, 54; Mr Alan De- 
vereux. former chairman, Scottish 
Tourist Board, 64; Miss Barbara 
Hale, actress. 75; Sir Peter Hordern, 
chairman. Flna, 68; Mr Peter Jeffrey, 
acior, 68; Mr Mark Kingston, actor. 
63; Mr Malcolm Marshall cricketer, 
39; Lord Mason of Barnsley, former 
MP. 73; Miss Hayley Mills, actress, 
51; The Rev Dominic Milroy. OSB. 
former headmaster, Amplefarth Col- 
lege. 65; Baroness Platt of Wrurte, 
former chairman. Equal Opportu- 
mtos Commission, 74; The Right Rev 
Dr Edwani Roberts, former Bishop 
of Ely, 89; Mr Ian Taylor, Parlia- 
mentary Uuler Semtaiy for Science 
and Technology, 52; Sir Edgar 
Unsworth. former Chief Justice, 
Gibraltar, 91. 


Anniversaries 


Births: Luerezia Borgia, Duchess of 
Pdtrant, daughter of Pope Alexander 
VI, !48(^Geoigu Caiman (the elder), 
Pfajwrigh 4 baptised 1732; Sir Fran- 
ciS Baring, banker and merchant, 
1740: Bernhard Anselm Weber, pi- 
anist, conductor and composer, 1764. 
Deaths: Filippino Lippi, painter, 
1504: John Leland, antiquary, 1552: 
John Foxe, author of The Book of 
Martyrs. 1587: George Jeffreys, first 
Boron Jeffreys of Wem, judge, 1689; 
Sir Robert Smirke, architect. 1867; 
Gustave Moreau, painter, 1898; Sir 
Richard Rimcinran Terry, musicolo- 
gist, 1938; Altwit Einstein, physicist. 
1955; Ben Hecht. journalist and 
playwright, ! 964; Benny Hill (Alfred 
Hawthorn Hill!, comedian, 1993; 
Dame Elisabeth Frink, sculptor, 
1993. On this day. Paul Revere, 
American silversmith and patriot. 


dustries. Then, as a reward for 

his brilliantly reassuring broad- 
casts during “farad’s finest 
hour”, the Six Day Whr, when 


Israel triumphed on every front, 
Herzog was appointed Mili- 
tary Governor of the West 
bank, and m June 1967 rode into 
Jerusalem. He stayed for less 
than a year enough time to put 
in place a structure of enlist- 
ened and benign occupation, 
but short erwugh to preserve his 

reputation before it got tar- 
nished - at that stage the oc- 
cupied territories were seen 
as bargaining counters against 
a future peace agreement, 
and there were no Jewish 
settlements. 

Then in 1975 he was ap- 
pointed Ambassador to the 
United Nations. Durin g this 
three-year stint he made a cel- 
ebrated but unsuccessful de- 
fence of his country against 
the UN resolution equating 
Zionism with racism. He took 
to the podium and wlule speak- 
ing proceeded to rip up a copy 
of the resolution. The motion 
was approved nonetheless, 
(wbea later the United Na- 
tions rescinded the resolution, 
he was among the first to praise 
the decision). That year he also 
wrote The War of Atonement, an 
account of die 1973 Yarn Kip- 
pur war and its political effects. 
In 1978 he returned to Israel 
and opened a law practice in Tfel 
Aviv. 

And, after all this, he went 
into politics. Having a simple, 
but truthful, belief m the ide- 
alistic views of the old founding 
fathers of the state of Israel, no- 
tably Chaim Weizmann and 
David Ben-Gurion. he joined 
the Labour Party. He rose 
through its ranks -serving as a 
member of the Knesset from 
1980 to 1983 - to become pres- 
ident of his country, a position 
he held for two terms, malting 
him so far the longest-serving 
president of IsraeL For his elec- 
tion be had to overcome inf«wp 
opposition from the the right- 
wing Likud party, headed by the 
then premier Menachem Begin. 

When Herzog became pres- 
ident in May 1983, the nation 
was divided by the war in 
Lebanon and racing interna- 
tional isolation. During his 10 
years in office Herzog made 


constant visits abroad and spoke 
to 13 foreign parliaments - a 
fact which symbolised Israel's 
new international acceptance, 
especially in Europe. (Indeed, 
like his brother-in-law, the for- 
mer foreign minister Abba 
Bran, Herzog - with his mel- 
lifluous. still slightly Irish tones 
and Anglo-Saxon manners - 
was regarded with some suspi- 
cion by the Israeli electorate; he 
did better with diaspora Jews.) 
Upholding his long-time repu- 
tation for fairness, Herzog 
scupulously adhered to the bi- 
partisan posture of the presi- 
dency and refused to be 
compromised by his former po- 
litical affiliation with the 
Labour party, though on occa- 
sion he ran into controversy - 
in 1986 he was accused of po- 
litical expediency when he 
granted presidential pardons 
to the head of the Shin Bet se- 
curity service and three aides 
who had allegedly been in- 
volved in ibe killing of two 
Arab captives and a subse- 
quent cover-up. Four years lat- 
er he again lost popularity 
among the .liberal community 
when be commuted the sen- 
tences of Jewish underground 
members convicted of killing 
Arabs in the occupied West 
Bank after he had resisted 
right-wing pressure for months 
to grant them an amnesty. 

Yet file man’s origins had 
been both humble and confined. 
The Irish Jewish community of 
his birth was tiny. Even his vi- 
sionary father doubted whether 
the Jews could ever return to 
Palestine. Nonetheless, this 
same father, talking with Pres- 
ident Roosevelt when it seemed 
that the Middle East would 
fall to Rommel’s Afrika Korps, 
beard the President's advice not 
to return to Palestine, for fear 
of what the Nazis would do to 
him. “Mr President," said Her- 
zog, “God forecast two de- 
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Idealistic vtaMK Herzog, as Ambassador to fee UN, tears apart a copy of a resolution equating Ztentem with racism, 1975 


sanctions of the Temple, but not 
a third. Therefore, 1 am going 
home." Rabbi Herzog went 
home to safety and indepen- 
dence. 

The presidency of Israel is 
supposed to be merely an hon- 
orific post. It was created by 
David Ben-Gurion to placate 
Chaim We izmann who. as the 
creator of Zionism, felt that, in 


1948, he should be the first 
Prime Minister of die infant 
state. Herzog, however, tamed 
his office into an engine of 
diplomacy. His brother had, in 
secret, negotiated between Is- 
rael and Jordan: he, much more 
publicly, negotiated between 
the most powerful Arab power, 
Egypt, and IsraeL With great as- 
tuteness. he used himself as a 
channel between hostile forces. 
And, while we may think today 


that the peace process in the 
Middle East is in danger of 
breaking down, the fact that it 
exists at all is due. in no small 
measure, to the efforts of the 
Herzog brothers. 

Patrick Cosgrove 


Chaim Herzog soldier, lawyer, 
diplomat, politician and writer 
bom Belfast 17 Septe mb e r 1918: 
Called to the Bar, Lincoln 's Inn 
1942 ; Director of Military Intel- 


ligence, Israeli Defence Forces 
1948-50 and 1959-62 ; Defence 
Attache, Israeli Embassy, Wask- 
ington DC 1950-54; Commander 
Jerusalem Brigade 1954-57; 
Chief of Staff Foreign Command 
1957-59; 1st Military Governor, 
West Bank and Jerusalem 1967; 
Honorary KBE 1970; Senior 
Partner; Herzog FoxandNeeman 
1972-83; Ambassador and Per- 
manent Representative to the 
United Nations 1975-78; Mem- 


Professor Ladislav Holy 



Holy: kinship studies 


African society, the importance 
of social relationships other 
than those of kinship. 

A lifelong theoretical in- 
terest in kinship studies was 
born out of this work, which 
over the years led Holy to re- 
consider the very ideas of both 
kinship and descent, and which 
culminated in the publication 
of the substantial text, ^4n- 
thropological Perspectives on 
Kinship (1996). Further to this 
area of work was Holy’s field 
research, during 1968-72, on 
the Toka people of Zambia 
whom he studied intermit- 


tently whilst director of the Liv- 
ingstone Museum, and which 
was written up in his mono- 
graph Strategies and Norms in 
a Changing Matrilineal Society 
(1986). Moreover inspired by 
the research on the Berti. 
Holy published, in 1989, Kin- 
ship, Honour and Solidarity, a 
theoretical monograph on 
cousin marriage in the Middle 
East which reflected his grow- 
ing interest in problems relat- 
ing to the comparison of 
human societies. 

Following his decision, in 
1972, not to return to Czecho- 
slovakia, where it was evident 
that the pursuit of an intellec- 
tual path far from Marxist ma- 
terialism would be severely 
curtailed. Holy, upon Meyer 
Fortes’ recommendation, 
joined the department of social 
anthropology at Queen's Uni- 
versity, Belfast which was then 
being developed by John Black- 
ing, the emin ent Africanist and 
ethnomusicologisL With the 
appointment of Milan Stuchlik 
to Queen’s one year later, this 
department became witness to 
a formidable intellectual part- 
nership which crystallised a 
distinctive theoretical approach 


whose primary emphasis was on 
the indigenous conceptualisa- 
tions of the people under study, 
and on the question of how 
these related to the peoples ac- 
tions in everyday life. This led 
to the publication (after Stuch- 
lifc’s death) of their joint work 
in the influential Actions, ’ 
Norms and Representations 
(1983) and, with further re- 
finement, to the analytical per- 
spective on human social life 
which strongly informed all 
Holy’s later work. 

In 1979, the University of St 
Andrews appointed Holy to a 
readership in social anthropol- 
ogy, the university’s first ap- 
pointment in the discipline. 
Under Holy’s guidance, and 
during a difficult period for 
British universities, this even- 
tuated in a sizeable and suc- 


lence”, “the market"). The sub- 
sequent publication of the work 
at these conferences now con- 
stitutes a significant corpus of 
anthropological work. 

It was also during this peri- 
od that Holy published his 
second monograph on the 
Berti people. Religion and Cus- 
tom in a Muslim Society (1991), 
which sought to demonstrate a 
distinctively African form of Is- 
lam in practice There were also 
important articles describing 
the impact of the mid-1980s 
drought in north-east Africa 
which Holy and his wife, them- 
selves suffering considerable 


privations, had witnessed at 
first hand. On the strength of 
his field studies in Africa Holy 
was in 1992 honoured by five 
Royal Anthropological Insti- 
tute with the award of -the 
prestigious Rivers Memorial 
Medal 

Tbwards the end of the 1 980s, 
Holy came full academic circle 
with the Beginning of his study 
of Czech nationalism, the fruits 
of which were published short- 
ly before his death in tbe mono- 
graph, The Little Czech and the 
Great Czech Nation (1996). Tbe 
absolute importance of this 


cessful department; Hojywas 
promoted to a Chair in 1987. A 


promoted to a Chair in 1987. A 
notable feature of this period 
was the large number of schol- 
ars. from both Britain and 
abroad, whom Holy, in part- 
nership with his colleagues, en- 
couraged to visit St Andrews, in 
particular to participate in sev- 
eral thematic conferences (for 
example, on “'power", “vio- 


gun; somewhat clandestinely, 
before the velvet revolution of 
1989, so when the revolution oc- 
curred Holy was able to trace 
its progressin a theoretically in- 
formed way, focusing on the 
symbolic ideas in Czech culture 
which in his view were signifi- 
cant in precisely making the rev- 
olution a velvet one. Sadly, 
Holy’s wife, with whom he had 
created a magnificent garden in 
the grounds of his Scottish 
home, died shortly after the rev- 
olution was secure. 

Ladislav Holy had an im- 
posing and charismatic per- 
sonality which left its mark on 
a0 who met him. Bora of his ex- 
periences in Czechoslovkia be- 
fore the Prague Spring, he 
carried a rather obvious con- 
tempt for authoritarian lead- 
ership and bureaucracy, 
believing in its place that ra- 
tional argument and achieve- 
ment were the principal 
-instrumetits for advancement. 
Whilst not arrogant he feared 
neither idea nor person, while 
he himself some times inspired 
considerable awe among both 
colleagues and students, par- 
ticularly those of a more timid 


made bis dramatic ride from 
Charleston to L e xi n gton. 1775; tbe 
2JM0 Guineas horse-race was first 
run at Newmarket, 1809; the remains 
of David Livingstone were interred 
in Westminster Abbey, 1 874: tbe Nat- 
ural History Museum in South Kens- 
ington was opened. 1881; San 
Fnmcisco was devastated by a great 
earthquake, 1906; tbe International 
Court of Justice was opened at tbe 
Hague. 1946; the League of Nations 
was formally dissolved, and its assets 
handed over to the United Notions, 
1946; London Bridge was sold to a 
US oil company- the bridge was lat- 
er re-erected in Arizona, I96S. To- 
day is the Feast Day of Si Apollonius 
the Apologist, Saints Eleulherius 
and Anthia, St Galdinus, St Idesbald 
and St Laserian or Molaisse. 


RAF Strike Command 
Air Marshal GA Robertson re- 
ceived tbe guests at a Dining In Night 
held yesterday evening by RAF 
Strike Command in the Officers’ 
Mess, Headquarters Strike Com- 
mand, RAF High Wycombe. Gp 
Capt G.S. Harter presided. 


Cost of accommodating elderly is relevant 


Chester Business Club 
Mr Melvyn Bragg was the guest of 
honour and principal speaker at a 
dinner held yesterday evening by tbe 
Chester Business Club, at the Moat 
House Hotel Chester. Mr Martin 
Seed, Qub Vice-Chairman, presided. 
Mr Robin Mosley and Mr Bob 
Gough-Parter. Chib Secretary, also 
spoke. 


Regina v Sefton Metropolitan 
Borough CooncB. ex parte Help 
tbe Aged; Queen’s Bench Division 
Crown Office list (Mr Justice 
Jowitf) 26 March 1997 


LAW REPORT 


18 April 1997 


Lectures 


National Gallery; Colin Wiggins, 
“The Italian Baroque (nil: Guido 
Reni”, 1pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum; Jere- 
my Aynsky, "German Graphic De- 
sign 1900-50”, 230pm. 

Tate GaDety: Justine Hopkins, “Go- 
ing; going, gone. Run [mg Against the 
Void: farms near Anvers by Vim 
Gogh", lpm. 

Camden Arts Centre, London NW3; 

Mark Pimiatt, John Hilliard and 
Tania Kovals. “Reflection", 5pm. 


Scriveners’ Company 

Mr Bernard Harty, Tbwn dot and 
Chamberlain of the City of London, 
admitted the Archbishop of Can- 
tsrinny. Dr George Carey. asa ftee- 
man of tbe Gty of London at a court 
meeting of tbe Scriveners' Compa- 
ny and a Chamberlain’s Court held 
yesterday on board HQS Weffinffan, 
London WC2. Dr Carey was also 
elected an Honorary Freeman of the 
Company. Mr Barry O’Meara, Mas- 
ter of the Company, presided. Mr 
Roger Cork, Lord Mayor o f Loudon, 
and the Sheriffs also attended. 


A council was entitled to take 
account of its own resources 
when considering the need of 
an applicant for accommoda- 
tion under section 21 of the 
National Assistance Act 1948, 

and deckfing whether it was un- 
der a duty to provide such 

accommodation. 

The Queen’s Bench Division 
dismissed applications by the 
first and third applicants, but 
sianted that of the second ap- 


inent) Regulations 1996, was 
fixed for determining^ whether a 
reduction should be made in the 
amount payable for the accom- 
modation by foe resident. It^ was 
unlikely, because of tbe coundTs 
lack of resources, that applicants 
with capital in excess of tins coun- 
c2’s threshold would receive 


granted that of the second ap- 
plicant, for judicial review of the 
respondent council’s policy tty 
which it decided applications 
for accommodation under sec- 
tion 21(1) of the National As- 
sistance Act 1948 (“part in 
accommodation"). 

The council had adopted 
the policy because tbe cost of 
tbe demands made on it for part 


The second limb of the pol- 
icy applied the first to a resi- 
dent wbo bad been admitted to 
part ni accommodation pro 


the question whether the coun- 
cil was entitled to take ac- 
count of its own resources in 
deciding whether it had a duty 
or was required to discharge its 
duty to an applicant for pan m 
accommodation had to be con- 
sidered in the light of the de- 
cision of the House of Lords in 
R v Gloucestershire County 
Barry ( Law Report 

9 Adi-u 1 


9 April 1997). 
That case 


vjded by a third party, and who 
had subsequently received an 


had subsequently received an 
addition to his capital which 
took him above the upper cap- 
ital threshold of £16,000 pro- 
vided by the regulations, 
making him liable to pay the 
fail cost of the accommodation. 

The council treated such a 

person as ceasing to occupy ac- 
commodation provided under 

'll A .-L-. :r , ■ 


That case had concerned 
section 2 ( 1 ) of the Chronically 
Sick and Disabled Persons Act 
1970. Although the wording of 
that section and that of section 
-l(l)(a) of the National Assis- 
tance Act 1948 were not iden- 
tical, they spoke with the same 
peremptory voice. 

The majority of the House of 

Lords had held that a local au- 
thority was entitled in assessing 
the needs of a disabled 


others seeking services under 
section 47 of the National 
Health Service and Community 
Care Act 1990, saying that no 
distinction existed' in the con- 
siderations which might be tak- 
en into account in making an 
assessment in the case «( the 
dirabled as compared with nnv 
other case. 

That provided a clear, deci- 
sive and affirmative answer ro 
the question whether a local au- 
thority was entitled to take ac- 
count of its own resources in 
considering the need of an ap- 
plicant seeking part in ac- 
commodation, and deciding 

whether the need which trig- 
gered the duty- to provide such 
aftwmmodaimn had been es- 
tablished. Having, however, 
decided that the dun existed, 
the authority could not at that 
suigc pray in aid its own lack 

& wcsf0r » , S 1 « m^ilce 

provision. 

"^r.. su cond limb of the 


Dinners 

Vizards 

The partners or Vizards Solicitors 
hosted 3 dinner yesterday evening in 
Middle Temple Hall, London EC4, 
to celebrate the firm’s Bicentenary. 
Lord Bingham of G nrnhiFl . Lord 
Chief Justice of England, Mr Christo- 
pher Oldham, senior partner of 

Vizards, and Mr Bernard LireseyQC 
were the speakers. 


Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the fallowing. Sabbath 
begins in London at 7.48pm. 


United Synagognes 0181043 8589. Fed- 
erate® at Synagogues: 01 * 1-202 2263. 
Uofon of Liberal and Progressive Sjyn- 


gognes of Great Britain; 0181-349 473 L 
Spanish and Pnnugnese Jews Cmktc- 
gattaz 0171-289 2S73. New Landau Syn- 
■gPRW (Mwortll: 0171-328 1026. 


ceeded the resources available. 

By the first limb of the poli- 
ty a capital threshold, substan- 
tfally tower than the lower of the 
two thresholds provided by the 
relevant regulations, namely the 
National Assistance (Assess- 
ment of Resources) Regula- 
tions 1992 as amended by the 
National Assistance (Assess- 
ment of Resources) (Amend- 


capital subsequently fell to 
£16,000, his case was consid- 
ered afresh in accordance with 
the first limb of the polity. 
Gertevm CavsQCandHden Moan. 

field (Public Law Project) fortheap- 

p&nnK Andrew Gabon QC and John 
Barrett ( Council SoBaiar) far the 
council 


Mr Justice Jowftt said that 


ui me jy/u 

Art to take into account its own 

resources, on the ground that 
need was not an absolute con- 
typt and bad to be considered 
m invert of all relevant fcu> 
tors, of which the local au- 
thority s resources was one. 

Lord Clyde bad dealt with 
the attempt which had been 


k. C . . who had 

ou-n told by file council tluit 

?h£?.r h .!? 3> itaI had rt*.‘n 
brae £1 he hyj ceased to 

a resident provided with part 
III accommodation. There was 
to ctidencc on which the coun- 

2*2? ^ rcadwU ,hal 
lusion, and his application 
must succeed. 


— r uau inrun 

nmdc to distinguish the cases 
of the disabled from those of 


Kate O'Hanlon, Barrister 



ho 


Photograph: AP 


ber t Tenth Knesset f/.dfa'url 
1981-83: President of Isruel 
93 ; author of: Israel's Finest 
Hour Days of Awe 1473. 
The War of Atonement /9“5. 
Who Stands Accused? 1478, 
(with Mordechai Gichon) Bat- 
tles of the Bible 1478. The 
Arab-Israeli Wars 1482, HcttK*s 
of Israel 1940. Living History 
1997: married 1447 Aunt Am- 
bache (three sons, one datightiTl; 
died Tel Aviv 17 April 


disposition. That said, students 
who persisted with him dis- 
covered an affable and helpful 
scholar who would inspire them 
to look at their material in an 
entirely fresh way. Over the Iasi 
six years he found happiness 

with his second wife. Kate, 
whom he married just a few 
months before his death. 

David Riches 


-Vjai 






I Spanish c 


Ladislav Holy, social anthro- 
pologist; bom Prague 4 April 
1933; Assistant Keeper. Naprsrek 
Museum. Prague 1454-56; Re- 
search Officer, Czechoslovak 
Academy of Sciences 1956-65. 
Head of African Department 
1965-68: Director. Ln ingsume 
Museum, Zambia J 468-72; Lec- 
turer in Social Auihmpoli^: 
Queen's Unhersrty. Belfast 1973- 
75, Senior Lecturer 1975-79, 
Reader 1979; Reader in Social 
Anthropology University of St 
Andrews 1979-S7, Professor of 
Social Anthropology 1987-97; 
Visiting Professor, Institute of 
Social Anthropology, University 
of Oslo 1994-95; married 1956 
Alice Sucikova (died 1990), 1996 
Kate Mortimer (one stepson, one 
stepdaughter); died Kingshams, 
Fife 13 April 1997. 
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Co-op suspends 




over 



Allied link with Andrew Regan leads to investigation 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 
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Two of the most powerful men 
m the Co-operative Wholesale 
Society were suspended yes- 
terday amid suspicions they 
were in league with Andrew 
Regan and his Lanica Trust 
vehide, which is interested in ac- 
quiring parts of the business. 

\ As details began to emerge of 

secret meetings, photographic 
evidence and logged telephone 
calls, the CWS moved yesterday 
lunchtime to suspend Adlan 
Green, controller of the CWS 
retailing division, and David 
Chambers, chief general man- 
ager of the buying, marketing 
and supply chain. Both left the 
CWS offices in Manchester im- 
mediately. 

The Co-op said the suspen- 
sions “arose from a suspected 
recent serious breach of trust". 
The CWS has also appointed 
Linklaters & Paines, the Gty 
law firm, and KPMG, the char- 
tered accountancy, to conduct 
an investigation into business 
dealings between the divisions 
managed by the two men and 
“companies controlled by An- 
drew Regan in the period 1994 
to 1997”. 

This includes the period dat- 
ing back to the sale of the 
CWS's food manufacturing 
business to Mr Regan when he 
was running Hobson, a food 
compaity be later sold. 

The implication is that the 
Co-op believes that the two 
managers had been helping Mr 
Regan in his attempts to buy 
parts of the Co-op. 

It is understood that Mr 
Green and Mr Chambers had 
been holding secret talks with 
Mr Regan regarding a possible 
deal. 1110 CWS is also thought 
tobe looking at the trading re-' 
lationship betweeuHobson and 
the CWS: 

The Serious Fraud Office 
said ii was not investigating the 


affair and would not say 
whether it had been contacted 
by the Cb-op. 

It is not yet dear whether Mr 
Green and Mr Chambers ben- 
efited personalty from the sale 


nesses to Mr Regan, cuff they 
stood to gain from any subse- 
quent deal with Thist. 

CWS first became suspicious 
when confidential information 
on its affaire, available to onty 
a small group of senior execu- 
tives, appeared recently in a 
Sunday newspaper. CWS be- 
lieves the story was placed by 
Lanica which had somehow 
managed to obtain the infor- 
mation. 

The CWS confronted Mr 
Green but he denied the alle- 
gations. 

The CWS subsequently ob- 
tained photographs evkimee of 
secret meetings between Mr 
Green and Mr Regan. 

Details of telephone calls 
between Mr Green and Mr 
Regan’s home and office were 
also obtained. 

Mr Green was interviewed at 
length about the matter yes- 
terday morning and confronted 
with the photographicand tele- 


phone e vidence. However, he 
stiH denied it. He was then 
suspended immediately to- 
gether with Mr Chambers with 
whom be has been working 
ciosety. 

Further developments are 
expected though the. CWS 
would not -say yesterday 
whether any other suspensions 
are likely. 

It is possible that Mr Regan 
had more “friendly” sources 
wjthin the movement. 

As Mr Green was a member 
of the CWS executive commit- 
tee his suspension depletes that 
group yet further. Following the 
decision "of John Owen, the 
head of the specialist retail 
business, to step down from the 
committee earlier this month 
there axe now onty three of the 
original five members left 

The CWS said yesterday that 
chief executive Graham Mel- 
mothwill take over Mr Green’s 
responsibilities as controller of 
the retail division until further 
notice. 

Mr Green joined the CWS in 
1990 from Booker, the cash- 
and-carry ^ group where he was 
a buying director, hi January he 
was made head of the buying, 


V 


Allan. Green: Evidence 
’secret meetings 1 


of 


also headed the Co-operaltye 
Retail Trading Group, a buying 
consortium. 

Mr Chambers joined the 
CWS in 1993 from Pound- 
stretcher, the discount retailer. 

Their suspensions will come 
as a devastating blow to the 
morale of the CWS as it faces 
the greatest challenge in its 
long history. 

However, it may draw com- 
fort from having taken this ac- 
tion and hope that it spikes Mr 
Regan’s guns. 

Jt may ultimatety prove a 
bigger blow to Mr Regan if his 
route to the top is blocked. The 
CWS is unlikely to have deal- 
ings with him. 

• Comment, page 23 
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Elusive carrot Kenneth Clarice (left) came within an ace of roeertiiqg the Government's 2L5 inflation target The main reason for the slowdown was a sharp 
drop In the price of seasonal foods in the sipermarkets during March. They tumbled by 2.6 per cent to a level 15.6 per cent lower than a year earlier 

‘Vegetables are saving Clarke’s bacon’ 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


Inflation slowed last month 
thanks to a big fall in vegetable 
prices, but it was not quite 
enough to give the Govern- 
ment the pleasure of claiming it 
had finally hit its 25 per cent in- 
flation target. 

Kenneth Clarke, Chancellor, 
said: “Britain’s economy is 
booming while inflation stays 
well under control” The Con- 
servatives had achieved the 
longest period of low inflation 
for half-a-centmy, he said. 

But shadow chancellor Gor- 
don Brown accused the Gov- 
ernment of failing to meet its 
awn target. “The Prime Minis- 
ter and the Chancellor both 


promised they would hit their in- 
flation target of 25 per cent or 
less by the end of the Jrhrtiament 
but they have failed to do so," 
he said. 

Meanwhile, Malcolm Bruce 
for the Liberal Democrats pre- 
dicted that the boom would 
end in bust. 

Headline inflation declined 
from 2.7 to 2.6 per cent, while 
the undertying target measure, 
which excludes mortgage in- 
terest payments, fell from 2.9 to 
2.7 per cenL 

The main reason for the 
slowdown was a sharp drop in 
the price of seasonal foods 
during March. 

They tumbled by 2.6 per 
cent to a level 15.o per cent 
lower than a year earlier. 


th anks to the effect of mOd 
weather on the vegetable crop. 

ftjtatoes, for instance, have 
Men 45 per cent in price during 
the past 12 mouths. Greens 
like cauliflowers, lettuce and 
cucumbers are one-fifth cheap- 
er than a year ago. 

As Simon Briscoe, econo- 
mist at the Japanese bank 
Nikkio, pul it: *lt is a case of veg- 
etables saving Clarke's bacon." 

The strong pound has also 
helped trim the price of 
imported foods. 

Other items, especially high 
street categories like house- 
hold goods and dothing and 
footwear, jumped unexpected- 
ty. “Cost inflation is still tumbling 
but retailers are also trying their 
luck with prices," said John O’- 


Sullivan at NatWesi Markets. 

The pace at which the price 
of services is rising held steady 
at 33 per cent last month. How- 
ever, a pick-up in wages in the 
services sector is likely to set ser- 
vice price inflation back on its 
year-long upward trend. 

Some City experts believe 
the inflation threat is overblown. 
“Not for the first time people in 
the markets and the media are 
getting scared about inflation 
quite out of proportion to the 
situation on the ground," said 
Roger Bootle of HSBC Markets. 

But most found worrying sig- 
nals in yesterday's figures. 
Simon Briscoe, one of the few 
analysis to have been arguing 
that the economy is not boom- 
ing enough to justify higher in- 


terest rates, admitted yesterday: 
“It looks as if the stronger de- 
mand in the high street has 
prompted retailers to raise 
prices." 

Most economists think there 
is a good chance undertying in- 
flation will hit the 2.5 per cent 
target, briefly, at some point this 
year. This wll be the fust time 
since the end of 1994 that it has 
done so. 

However, an increase in in- 
terest rates remaius on the 
cards after the election because 
the economy is expanding fast 
enough to drive inflation up 
again later this year. 

The finanriafmarkets expect 
base rates to be a percentage 
point higher at 7 percent by the 
end of this year. 


BT Spanish coup red rag to AT&T bull 


Chris Godsmarfc 

Business Correspondent 

British Telecom and its US 
partner, MCI, are today ex- 
pected to sign a global alliance 
with Spain's telephone group, 
Telefonica, securing a big coup 
over AT&T, their main rival in 
the fast-growing market for in- 
ternational business commu- 
nications. 

The privatised Spanish net- 
work last night called a press 
conference for today to an- 
nounce what it said would be an 
- international affiance”. Neither 
Telefonica nor BT would con- 
firm that the link-up involved 
the mii sides, though unless the 
Spanish group pulls out of the 
signing ceremony at the last 


minute the deal appeared to be 
concluded Sir Iain VkDance, BT 
chairman, was thought to be 
planning to fty to Madrid for the 
announcement. 

The affiance wffl giro Concert, 
the BTjMd global business 
communications venture, a sig- 
nificant headstart over rivals m 

f pt p' rfly eqMndmg r pflrft yf 

Latin America, where TfeJefon- 
ica has a substantial foothold. 
Burlier this Week BT/MCI con- 
cluded a similar alliance with 
. Portugal Tfelecom, which gave 
them a potential link-up with 
Brazil's state telephones oper- 
ator, Tfelebras. The phone mar- 
ket there is .worth S14bn 
(£S.6bn), accounting for 40 per 
cent of Latin America. V 

The Telefonica deal is ex- 


pected to involve the Spanish 
group taking cross-sharehold- 
ings with Portugal Thlecom. At 


Portugese made the bizarre 
mistake of accidentally issuing 
a press statementabouta “pan- 
American joint venture be- 
tween MCI and Tfelefomca”, 


sons between BT and 
Tblefonica have continued for 
several weeks as it became 
clear the Spanish company was 
unhappy with its existing 
alliance with Unisouxce, a 
grouping of smaller European 
phone networks with AT&T the 
US long-distance giant. Tfele- 
fonka has a 25 per cent stake 
in Unisource, though the al- 
liance is regarded by analysts as 


having been slow to make in- 
roads mto the business market. 

The talks incensed AT&T 
which has been struggling to 
outline its international strate- 
gy to investors in the face of 
competition from Concert and 
Global One, the link-up be- 
tween Sprint of the US, Deuts- 
che Ttlekom and France 
Ihlecoin. Direct appeals to Juan 
Vfllakraga, Telefonica chair- 
man, from AT&T’s top man- 
agement have apparently Med 
to repair the rift . 

The prize for BT isTblefon- 
fca’s valuable shareholdings in 
South American carriers 
through Tisa, its international 
arm. BT and MCI are believed 
to have agreed to buy stakes in 
2 relationship. 


Usa to cement the i 


Telefonica owns 18 per cent of 
Telefonica de Argentina, has a 
315 per cent state in Iblefon- 
ica del Peru and owns 43.6 per- 
cent of Chile's telephone net- 
work. All have much greater 
growth potential than the more 
mature US and European mar- 
kets. 

Michael Hepburn, an analyst 
with stockbrokers Hoare Gov- 
ett, explained: “Telefonica is 
considered to have the best 
track record in Latin America.” 

The Spanish deal will end a 
historic week for BT which 
apart from the Portugese 
alliance included the over- 
whelming vote by shareholders 
at an extraordinary general 
meeting to approve the £125bn 
merger with MCL 


City greets Aston Villa stock 
market launch with enthusiasm 


Jnvt Levi 


City institutions have given an 
enthusiastic reception to Aston 
Villa's stock market launch. A 
placing of 136 million shares in 
Birmingham’s onty Premier 
League club at £11 each had 
been “vety, very well received" 
said Chris Hawkiey of spon- 
soring brokers Albert E Sharp. 

Mr Hawkley expects ti.e in- 
stitutional placing to be over- 
subscribed three times. The 
terras give the business, in- 
cluding £30m worth of freehold 
stadia and training grounds, a 
stock market tag of £126m. 

Doug Ellis, chairman of Villa, 


predicted the parallel public of- 
fering of 454545 shares also ai 
£11 a share, aimed at Villa 
players, staff and fans, could be 
oversubscribed five or six times. 
The public offering is for a min- 
imum of 40 shares at a cost of 
£440. 

Mr Ellis, who rescued the 
club from a financial crisis in the 
late Saties and whose faxwfy will 
retain a 38 per cent stake in the 
company, claimed the City's 
enthusiasm was prompted by 
the financial strength of the 
business and its conservative 
management approach. 

“This is a business that has 
been run as a business, not as 


a fantasy, ” Mr Ellis said. “We 
ai Aston Villa have possibly the 
best balance sheet you could 
find among Premiership football 
clubs." 

The club's strategy, he said, 
was based on funding the pur- 
chase of players and their wages 
entirety out of operating prof- 
its. The club was debt-free 
though it had a£10m overdraft 
facility. The flotation will raise 
around £15m of new money, 
enough 10 fund plans 10 raise 
the villa Park stadium's capac- 
ity from 40,000 to 50,000. 

Dealings in the Villa shares 
are expected to start on 7 May. 

People & Business, page 25 



‘One more mistake and I’ll go quietly’ 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


Walk away: Brian McGowan 
would not bo compensated 


Brian McGowan yiesceiiday 
pledged to - fall on his sword" 
as chairman of the struggl i n g 
House of Fraser department 
store group if the company 

made any more mistakes. 

The promise came as John 
Cbleman, chief executive, ad- 
mitted that some of the mer-- 
chandise it was contracted to 
buy was “crap". This explains 
why the group has earned for- 
ward a large provision to cov- 


er stock write-offs this year for 
merchandise that has yet to go 
on sale in its shops. 

Speaking as House of Fraser 
announced heavy losses due to 
large stock write-downs and re- 
dundancy costs, Mr McGowan 
said be would leave the group 
without compensation ifthere 
were arqr further provisions or 
if rbe latest attempt to regen- 
erate the company feDed. 

“I will fall on ray sword if 
John Coleman doesn't deliver 
to shareholders," he said. He 
said if there were any further 


provisions, then “that would be 
another reason to take the 
plunge". 

“There is no point in making 
out that this has been a happy 
las three years. I can assure you 
that it hasn't been a happy 
story for me either." 

He said ffiat if he did leave, 
or was pushed out of the group, 
be would go without compen- 
sation as he bad no contract 
with the company. Mr Mc- 
Gowan was brought in at great 
expense to chair House of Fras- 
er when it was floated off from 


Ha roods in 1994. Bat its per- 
formance has been undermined 
by poor merchandise and weak 
sales. The. shares have rarely 
risen above the l80p issue price 
since late 1994. Yesterday they 
closed at 165p, up 05p. 

The full scale of the stock 
problems became clear yester- 
day when it emerged that the 
company bad earned forward a 
£325m provision. This will cov- 
er redundancy costs and store 
disposals but also Anther stock 
write-offs. Asked whether this 
meant that the company had 


contracted to buy “crap”, Mr 
Coleman replied “yes". 

Mr Coleman stressed that 
House of Raser now had a new 
; team and the new mer- 
•would soon start to 
show through. 

House of Fraser will launch 
a new private label brand in the 
summer which will include 
men’s and women's ranges. 

The company recorded a 
£3&4m loss last year compared 
to a£14m profit in 1995 due to 
exceptional cost of £532m. 

Investment column, page 25 
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1996 ANNUAL RESULTS 

ANOTHER RECORD YEAR 


fear Mrfad 31a* Petti 

obw 1996 

1995 

Iticnover 

£162.1 m £179 ,2m 

Operating profit 

£?J2*n 

£7.5m 

Profit before tax 

^■4m 

£S.7m 

Earnings per share 

25. Ip 

23.6p 

Dividends per share 

8.0p 

7,5p 

Net assets per share 

214p 

J98p 


• Operating Pro fa Up 2.V. 

• Record Pre-Tax Profit Up S 1 ' 

• Dividends Up 7 ’■ 

• Net Asseiv per Share Up 

HcIi VE.AR Oi- PROFIT GROWTH 


Henry Boot A Sons PIC 

Banner Cross Hafl. Sheffield S 1 1 9 PD 
Tel: 01 14 255 5444 Fax: 01 14 258 5548 
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Names will dig 
deeper to back 
underwriting 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


Lloyd’s of London's individual 
members, or names, will be 
asked to stump up greater funds 
to back their underwriting ca- 
pacity at the insurance market 
if far-reaching proposals un- 
veiled yesterday are accepted 

The planned changes are ex- 
pected to accelerate the mar- 
ket’s recent trend away from its 
traditional backing by individ- 
ual members with unlimited 
liability towards a more modem 
insurance market in the hands 
of limited-liability corporate 
members. 

Andrew Duguid, the secre- 
tary to Lloyd's Council who was' 
responsible for pulling the pro- 
posals together, said increasing 
scrutiny of insurers’ security 
and the need to enhance 
Lloyd’s competitiveness fol- 
lowing the disastrous losses of 
recent years had acted as a cat- 
alyst to the review. 

He admitted that an immi- 
nent credit rating for the whole 
Lloyd’s market from credit rat- 
ing agency S&P had also been 
a stimulus for the changes. 

“The achievement of Lloyd’s 
reconstruction and renewal 
plan has undoubtedly improved 
the perception of Lloyd's secu- 


rity. but Lloyd's cannot expect 
exemption from the increasing 
trend towards thorough scrutiny 
of all insurers and reinsurers,” 
Mr Duguid said. 

He admitted the measures 
might lead to some of Lloyd’s 
10,000 individual members re- 
ducing their exposure or even 
quitting the market altogether 
but he denied that the moie 
stringent requirements repre- 
sented a deliberate attempt to 
discriminate against individual 
members. He said they would 
make the market more trans- 
parent and level the playing Geld 
between individual and corpo- 
rate members. 

The changes will ultimately 
see individual members being 
treated more or less the same 
as their corporate counterparts. 
They will haw to lodge pro- 
gressive iy greater funds in trust 
with Lloyd's, headed by David 
Rowland ,lo back their under- 
writing until their collateral 
matches the proportion pul up 
by corporates 3nd they will 
have to show greater total 
means to provide security for 
their activities at Lloyd's. 

Currently, individual mem- 
bers can underwrite premiums 
with as little as 20 per cent of 
their exposure held at Lloyd's 
in trust, while corporates put up 


at least 50 per cent and more in 
cases where they' are perceived 
to have a narrow exposure to a 
small number of underwriting 
syndicates. 

From next year individuals 
must lodge 40 per cent of their 
proposed exposure, rising to 50 
percent by 1999, three-quarters 
of which must be m the form of 
funds held in trust at Lloyd’s. 

If they choose to provide 
some collateral in the form of 
other personal wealth, held 
outside Lloyd's, they will be ex- 
pected to provide evidence of 
greater assets than if all their 
collateral is lodged with the 
market to compensate for the 
greater perceived risk that those 
assets will nol be available to pay 
■for underwriting losses. 

By 1999, the minimum total 
means requirement, which in- 
cludes funds held at Ucyd’s and 
other personal wealth, will have 
risen from £250,000 to 
G50.000. Also by that year, per- 
sonal homes will no longer be 
acceptable as collateral for the 
letters of credit that names 
have traditionally used as part 
of their funds held at Lloyd's. 

The changes are part of a re- 
view' of all aspects of security at 
Lloyd’s including the adequacy 
of criteria used to regulate pol- 
icyholders' premiums. 



Under review: David Rowland of Lloyd's of London, which is proposing far-reaching 
changes on how names should meet future financial commrtments 


Upturn in US boosts Pru’s policy sales to £L8bn 


Clifford German 


The Prudential, which last 
month clinched the purchase of 
Scottish Amicable, yesterday 
reported a boom in new busi- 
ness in the first quarter of the 
year, with sales of single pre- 
mium policies leaping 22 per 
cent to £I.76hn and regular 
premium policies rising 17 per 
cent to £130m compared with 
the first three months of 1995. 

Sir Peter Davis, chief execu- 
tive of Britain's biggest life as- 
surance group, described the 
sales figures as “very encour- 
aging''. He added that the sales 


momentum “wc built up in 
1996 has continued into 1997". 

The figures were received 
reasonably favourably among 
analysts. Charles Landa. analyst 
at SocGen. said they were “ob- 
viously very good figures”. 
However, along with other an- 
alysts, he said the Pres UK re- 
sults - its largest business area 
- were less impressive than 
other pails of the world. 

Most of the improvement 
came from the US. where Jack- 
sun National Life has reaped 
the benefit of expanding its 
product range. However. An- 
drew Pin. an analyst at Sa- 


lomon Brothers, said, “Don't get 
overwhelmed by the Jackson 
National Life figures in the 
US,*' noting that new products 
introduced throughout 1996 
boosted the first-quarter figures. 

After the release of the fig- 
ures Prudential's shares fea- 
tured among the FTSE 100 
index' s best performing stocks, 
recording a 12 per cent advance 
at one stage, but drifted in 
later trading and closed the ses- 
sion just lp higher at 568Jp. 

Sales of fixed annuities in the 
US rose 43 per cent to £324m. 
equity-linked indexed annuities 
grew from nothing to £55m 


and variable annuities from 
£19m to £11 lm. Sales of guar- 
anteed investment contracts 
grew by 30 per cent to £215m 
and insurance contracts by 71 
per ccat la £7G5m. 

In the UK performance was 
much more patchy. Regular 
premium business was up 18 per 
cent at £84m but single premi- 
um business grew only 2 per 
cent to £885m, in spile of un- 
proved sales of the Prudence 
Bond, Britain's best-selling 
product, which brought in 
£22 lm of single premiums. 

Pension sales were up 6 per 
cent to £104m. life policies by 


6 per cent to £344m and sales 
of investment products includ- 
ing PEPs doubled to £72m. 
But sales of annuities were 
down 15 per cent to £180m and 
business linked to DSS contri- 
butions was also down, to 
£1S5 bl 

The direct sales force ac- 
counted for over half the UK 
sales of single premium policies, 
£46Sm out of £S85m, and its 
sales of investment products tre- 
bled to £65m. almost compen- 
sating for an 11 per cent fall in 
sales of insurance policies. 

Sales through independent fi- 
nancial advisers (IFAs) in- 


creased by 8 per cent to £417ra, 
but the growth came entirely 
from insurance policies, with in- 
vestment products tailing off to 
just £37m. 

The direct sales force was 
mainly responsible for the mod- 
est growth in the more valuable 
regular premium business, in- 
creasing sales by 18 per cent to 
£71m. 

The use of IFAs to sell prod- 
ucts increased in the quarter. 
They account for 47. 1 per cent 
of single premiums sales, up 
from 44.8 per cent, and for 15.5 
per cent of annual premium 
sales. 


BA to sell 


#■ 



Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Bri tish Airways’ in-fli gh t cater- 
ing business at Heathrow Air- 
port was put up for sale 
yesterday, a move which could 
lead to a bidding scramble 
among the world’s leading air- 
line catering companies. 

The news was seen as one of 
the most important opportuni- 
ties to expand in the rapidfy con- 
solidating In-flight catering 
market, which is thought to be 
worth as much as £1 bn annually 
in the UK- It is also the latest 
step in British Airways’ drive to 
find £lbn of efficiency savings 
by 2000 thraoga the closure, safe 
or outsourcing of operations. 

British Airways made the 
derision to sell the badness, 
called Heathrow Catering Pro- 
duction, after aninternal study 
concluded it would find itself 
faring stiff competition from 
larger specialist players. Bob 
Ayhng, chief executive, said: 
“Significant productivity im- 
provements our people have 
made are not enough for us to 
remain competitive against the 
new, global super-caterers." 

The business owns two huge 
kitchens at Heathrow which 
prepare 25,000 meals a day 
eacn. One of the kitchens em- 
ploys 1,200 British Airwajs staff 
involved in the preparation of 
long-haul meals, while the 
kitchen for short-haul flights is 
run by contractors. British Air- 
ways declined to put a figure on 
the operation’s sales, though in- 
dustry sources suggested they 
could be £7 Dm a year. The 
likely price tag was also not dis- 
closed, although observers said 
it could reach up to £I00ml 

The airline said talks would 
begin -immediately with out- 
side catering companies and 
rday the UK’s largest in- 
t catering business. Alpha 
Airports Group, seemed likely 
to launch* bid. Alpha is already 
responsible for most of British 
Airways’ catering at other UK 
airports, including Gatwick. 
with sales last year of £211m. 
The group said it had about 50 
per cent of the UK in-flight 
catering market. 

Stuart SiddaU, Alpha's fi- 
nance director, said: "Well cer- 


tainly talk to BA. It’s got Jots of 
commercial logic There u be 
several caterers interested in this 
sale and we will be one of the 
companies taking a dose lookup 

Other potential buyers in- 
clude LSG Sky Chefs, the 
world’s largest in-flight caterer 
resulting from a merger of 
Lufthansa's catering arm. De- 
mand for in-flight meals at 
He3 throw is set to expand 
through passenger growth and 
if the government approves a 
fifth terminal at the airport. 

British Airways insisted the 
sale would not lead to job loss- 
es at Heathrow, though spe- 
cialist caterers did not rule out 
the possibility. Alpha said the 



Bob Ayling: Productivity 
gains were not enough 

potential for cost cutting could 
be balanced by the potential to 
supply other airlines and growth 
in the market. Mr Siddall said: 
“You’d expect we’d be able to 
integrate the business in an ef- 
ficient way. But cost cutting isn't 
everything. Quality and relia- 
bility arc also crucial." 

Mr Ayling has fiercely denied 
daims he is intent on turning 
British Airways into a "virtual 
airline” where most operations 
are run by outside contractors. 
Last month 3,000 ground-based 
staff at Heathrow agreed to ac- 
cept a two-year pay freeze in or- 
der lo prevent the division from 
being sold or closed. 
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Driving seat: Fisher’s chairman, Stephen Walls (left), and Neil England Photograph: FT 


England puts Fisher 
action plan into gear 


Neil England, the new chief ex- 
ecutive at Albert Fisher, yes- 
terday announced details of a 
three-year business plan to re- 
vitalise the food group. 

Mr England, former head of 
the Mare group’s Moscow op- 
erations. said there would be 
more investment in processing 
in the countries of production 
and in new products, while 
leveraguig off the group's strong 
posi lion in areas such as fish, cit- 
rus fruit and frozen foods. 

The aim was "to drive more 


than to be driven" be said. Many 
of the operations are to be 
brought together "under the 
Fisher name to give the group 
a common sense of purpose. 

The news came as the group 
announced that first-half pre-tax 
profits of £19.1 m replaced loss- 
es of £24m last time. 

Fisher had to battle against 
a disastrous Dutch cockle har- 
vest, which reduced the yield to 
just 13 per cent of expectations, 
and potato prices which have 
halved over the past year. 


But Mr England suggested 
the current UK drought could 
have a silver lining if it drove up 
fresh vegetable prices. 

When that happened in 1995, 
the group made "windfaff" prof- 
its of around £2m from its 
frozen food operations. 

Fisher denied that the deci- 
sion to maintain the interim div- 
idend at 1.85p, where it is only 
just covered by earnings per 
share of 1.97p, would restrain 
its ability to grow. 

Investment column, page 25 


Tie Rack 
expands 
in Japan ' 

Tie Rack is expanding its Asia 
Pacific operations by forming a 
5G-50 joint venture in Japan with 
Fujita, which owns 50 per cent 
of McDonalds Japan and 
through this 20 per cent of 
Toys R Us Japan. 

Roy Bishko. chairman, who 
yesterday announced an in- 
crease in Tie Rack's annual tax- 
able profits from £7.93m to 
£8. 79m. said: "Japan is poten- 
tially a major market for. Tie 
Rack and one in which we 
wanted a direct involvement 
through a joint venture." 

While the link with Fujita was 
announced yesterday, opera- 
Lions with the Japanese com- * 
pany started in July 1995 and 
there were 11 shops by the 
time the joint venture was es- 
tablished two months ago. 

"Initial trading has been en- 
couraging but this is a very ex- 
pensive market in which to 
operate and we do not expect 
significant returns in the short 
term," said Mr Bishko. 

On group trading, Mr Bishko 
said the first two months of 1997 
had been generally satisfactory 
"although the pressure on over- 
seas earnings experienced in the 
final quarter of the last finan- 
cial year caused by the sub- 
stantial appreciation of sterling 
has continued’’. 

He expected shop numbers to 
grow by around 10 per cent this 
year with the growth arising pre- 
dominantly overseas. 
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BSG close to deal on 
cabin interior maker 


BSG International is close to 
buying Budenis Sell, the Ger- 
man aircraft seat and lavatory 
modules manufacturer, and ex- 
pects to make an announcement 
"within the next few weeks”, said 
Rkhazd Marion, chief executive. 

Buderus, based in Herbom, 
produces cabin interiors for 
commercial aircraft and lavatory 
units for Airbus Industrie 
through a joint venture with 
Daimler-Benz Aerospace. 
Turnover in the last financial 
year was DM 1,06m (£37m). 

Mr Marion added yesterday: 
"The deal would make the 
group one of the largest pro- 


ducets of cabin interior products 
and strengthen its position in 
our chosen area of automotive 
and aircraft equipment” 

BSG intends to finance the 
deal from the proceeds of the 
recent £72m sale of Its Bristol 
Street Motors car dealership 
arm, a move which was designed 
to enable the company tofocus 
on its Britax business. 

The acquisition would be a 
big step in this direction, with 
Britax - best known for its 
child seat and car safety prod- 
ucts - at the heart of its in- 
ternational brand development 
programme. 
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Clarke gets B + for inflation and A for style 


4 lt might seem 
pernickety to mark 
him down when, as 
he so rightly points 
out, inflation has 
been lower for longer 
than any time in the 
past 50 years. 

But the scoring is tor 
skill and judgement 
as well as fuck’ 


Tlie inflation taiga has been the centre- 
A piece of Ue Coffiervadvcs’ ecanorincpoi- 
icy si nc e Britamwasmregrqmonj< H^^irirkrri 
out of the ERM in September 1992. The time 
nas come for as end-of-ierm report on Ken , 
neth Clarke’s achievement. 

Successful as he seems to have been in 
reducing inflation, the Chancellor doexnot 
getfullmarks. It might seem pernickety to 
mark him down wben, as he so z^htly points 
out, inflation has been lower forjonfipr than 
any time in the past 50 years. Bui thesco fl- 
ing is for skill and judgement as well as hick, 
and Mr Clarke has had to rely a lot on the 
latter. ■ 

So, deduct 10 for the technicality that the 
target mea sure of inflation foas not fallen 
below Z5 per cent Iw the end of the Pariish 

meat This version of the inflation target was, 
rightly, changed when economists pointed 
out that it was abnird to focus on inflation 
at one point zn time rather riym continu- 
ously. But the Government never aban- 
doned the first version altogether. 

Deduct 20 for the fact that inflation has 
not been on target for well over two years. 
It was December 1994 when the taiset mea- 
sure was last 23 per cent or below. It might 
make it for a month or two this year, but 

thereafter it Wfll be heading up a gain 

Finally, another 20 points lost for the fact 
mat the UK has not exploited a worldwide 
rail in inflation as effectively as most other 
countries. Britain’s inflation perfor mance 
remains in the bottom half of the intern a- 


tkmal league table, and one of the worst in 
Europe. 

Stub hicks no bad thing, and Mr Clarke 

has done well to make the most of being 
Chancellor at a time when world inflation 
has been low. He has balanced the need for 
prudence against the normal desire of an 
unpopular government to bribe the voters 
with ecoronricgiOT^ He has raised inter- 
est rates at a time -»*en areally blatant polit- 
ical manipulator would have avoided lL 

Furthermore, he deserves admiration for 
having retained foe affection of his officials 
while ignoring their advice. All round, abeta 
plus fra: the inflation record butan alpha for 
style. What a shame we won't be receiving 
him back nest semester. A career in the City 
or Europe would no doubt be bus for the tak- 
ing, should be so wish. 

Labour’s Post Office 
denial is not a denial 

r phe Labour Party yesterday issued another 
X of its ritual denials - this time that it in- 
tends to privatise the Post OfGce. This is stan- 
dard policy during the election campaign for 
an piece rf information which has not been 
offimlty authorised by ftterMandelson and 
news-managed through the Wbhsoifo Road 

Biaehinft 

It was what is known in the trade as a non- 
denial denial. This newspaper reported that 
Labourwas examining plans put forward by 


the Prist Office for its partial or even fuB pri- 
vatisation. Labour replied that it had “no 
plans’' to privatise the Post Office, which is 
not foe same thing and leaves open a whole 
host of possibilities. 

What is clear is foal in his determination 
to fill the “black hole" in the public finances 
Gordon Brown is considering what for 
Labour would, until recently, have been 
some unthinkable ways of raising revenue. 
He calls it a review of national assets. Most 
other people would call it privatisation or 
something dose. 

Labour has already conceded that it is 
looking at air traffic control - having rejected 
privatisation out of hand only a few months 
ago. The Tbie has been put bade on Lhe list, 
notwithstanding Robin Cook’s attempt to 
remove it Labour has also said it will con- 
sider Parcelforce, winch is foe arm of the 
Post Office which delivers parcels. 

It is now dear that the rest of the Past 
Office, Royal Mail and all, is somewhere on 
the agenda too. Labour prefers to call it 
“commercialisation'' but where that ends 
and privatisation starts stretches the art of 
semantics to its very limits. John Prescott's 
plans for an injection of private-sector funds 
into the Thbe push the concept of public 
ownership and control to breaking point. 
Kim Howells, the Labour front bencher who 
has the Post Office as part of his portfolio, 
makes some in the Tbry party look left wing. 

What is undeniable is that the Post Office 
makes a tempting target. This year the Gov- 


wjiii rrnflr r'rTOmroa of it through the 
PSBR- Next year the target is£330m. An out- 
right sale^ on ite otter hawi,^ £4bn. 

When Mr Brown has used up foe pro- 
ceeds of his windfall tax he wfll be looking 
for other ways to rustle up cash. If part pri- 
vatisation can be presented as a way of lib- 
erating foe Post Office from foe dead hand 
of Treasury control and the External Financ- 
ing Limit, then a sale of say 49 per cent might 
be to hard to resist. Just remember, it was 
. a Labour government that first started sell- 
ing shares in BP- Labour’s denial should not 
be taken at face value. 

Lloyd’s proposals 
make a lot of sense 

T Tavina wiped foe slate dean erf Us pre-1992 
XTXHabmties, it was only right that Lloyd's 
should turn its attention to ensuring that the 
structures were in place to ensure a similar 
catastrophe never happened again. Yester- 
day's proposals ca require Names to top up 
the capital that backs their underwriting com- 
mitments goes a long way to achieving that 
aim. It also bas the added attraction that if 
they choose to leave their exposure to 
Lloyd’s unchanged, accepting a lower capacity 
to underwrite premiums as a consequence, 
they wfll neatly reduce the capacity that has 
left' rates looking so soggy. 

Some Names will object to changes in foe 
rales that limit foe cavalier way in which they 


can gear themselves up to the hilt, bringing 
them in to line with Lloyd's new corporate 
members. But few would argue that level- 
ling foe playing field in this way is 3 rather 
more sensible approach than allowing lim- 
ited liability members foe latitude to write 
premiums to the same dizzy multiples us 
individuals have enjoyed. 

Lloyd's is also right m recognise that it 
would never match up to its competitors if 
it foiled to tighten up its risk assessment and 
improve both the quantity and quality of the 
assets with winch it hocked its policies. An 
impending credit rating assessment no doubt 
concentrated the mind, and if u few' mem- 
bers' noses are put out of joint in the 
process, well so be it. Ostensibly a consul- 
tation document, yesterday’s proposals are 
couched in no uncertain terms as a takc-it- 
or-leave-it deal 

Yesterday's proposals will help ensure that 
foe gruesome spectacle of hopelessly naive 
people losing their homes is at least reduced. 
A few gpod years of easy pickings, however, 
wfll mean foe market will continue to be 
backed by too many unsophisticated people 
who do not properly understand whai unlim- 
ited liability means. 

The risks involved in that outdated con- 
cept made sense perhaps in an ISth century 
coffee shop when capital was managed by 
its owners. These days it is not and the mar- 
ginalisation of individual Names, few of 
whom properly understand the dangers, is 
as desirable os it is inevitable. 


BAe returns on jet pass 
launch aid investment 


Tic Rac 

e\ paiiy 

in Jape 


Michael Harrison 

Repayments by British Aero- 
space of launch aid for the Air- 
bus A3 20 jet programme now 
exceed the £250m received from 
foe Government in 1984, the 
company disclosed yesterday. ' 

By the end of the decade total 
repayments, including interest 
would have reached £500m, 
BAe added. From then on the 
government will receive a roy- 
alty on every A320 delivered. 
The A320 has been Airbus’s best 
selling jet with world-wide sales 
standing at more than 1,150. 

The announcement came as 
BAe prepares to seek launch aid 
for the next Airbus Industrie 
project foe A3XX - a 600- 
seater super jumbo expected to 
cost at least $8bn (£5bn) to de- 
velop. BAe, which has a 20 per 
cent stake in the four-nation 
Airbus consortium, is likely to 
apply for £200m-£300m in gov- 
ernment support. — . 

The A32Q was foe first full 
Airbus programme in which 


BAe participated from the start 
and launch aid, both for that air- 
craft and the later A330-A43Q 
series, was heavity criticised by 
foe US a dminis tration and US 
planemakers. 

Bat BAe said that for every 
£l it had borrowed to finance- 
foe A320, foe Government will 
have recovered £2, proving the 
A320 has been an engineering 
money-spinner for the UK- 

Had me Government de- 
posited foe same amount in a 
building society It would have 
received £234 for every £1 
while an i nv es tm ent in foe stock 
market would have produced a 
seven-fold return. Alternatively, 
£25 0m invested in BAe shares 
in 1984 would be worth £880m. 

BAe said, however, that the 
Airbus programme had also 
been a sgmficart wealth creator 
for foe economy, safeguarding 
25/100 direct and indirect jobs 
and adding nearly £lbn ayear 
to Britain’s trade balance. 

The A32Q, a 250-seater single 
aisle aircraft designed to com- 


pete with foe Boeing 737, en- 
tered service in March, 1988. 
■ffvo derivatives, foe 1 85-seat er 
A323 and the 126-seaier A3 19 
have sauce been introduced. 
The launch aid was repayable 
in tranches depending on cer- 
tain sales targets being meL 

For foe larger A330-A340 
programme, which cost £45bn 
to launch, BAe received a total 
of £450m in support, again 
repayable through a levy on 
sales. Repayments are due to 
begin later this year. 

The A33Q-A340 programme 
was launched in 1987. Orders 
for the two aircraft stand at 349 
from 41 customers, erf which 15D 
have so for been delivered. The 
launch of foe programme was 
the centre of a huge diplomatic 
row between foe US and foe 
Airbus partner governments - 
Britain, Fiance, Germany and 
Spain - over American allega- 
tions that foe state support was 
illegal under world trade rules. 
Launch aid covered about half 
foe cost of foe programme. 


The US administration went 
as for as to send two envoys on 
a trip around foe capitals of Eu- 
rope to argue its case. As a re- 
sult of a deal on state aids 
hammered out eventually 
through Gatt, launch aid for 
large aircraft programmes is 
now limited to a maximum of 
33 per cent. 

Airbus is aiming to raise 40 
per cent of foe funding for foe 
A3XX from risk-sharing part- 
ners outside the consortium, 
leaving the four Airbus mem- 
bers and their governments to . 
find at least $4.8bn in support 

Boeing and McDonnell Dou- 
glas, the two US planemakers, 
are sceptical of Airbus's esti- 
mates, claiming it could cost up 
to $18bn to launch (he A3XX. 
Earlier this year Boeing can- 
celled plans to launch its super 
jumbo, saying foe market did 
not justify J7bn launch costs. 

Boeing puts the market for a 
jet seating more than 550 at few- 
er than 500 while Aitbittputs it 
near 1,400 over the next 20 years. 



Money spinner: For every £1 borrowed by BAe to finance the Airbus A320 the government mil have recovered £2 


A model way to regulate new drugs 
that stands up to industry scrutiny 


Amid all foe hue and cty over 
Europe and its creeping feder- 
alist tendencies, few outside 
the pharmaceuticals industry 
have noticed foe growing role 
of that unloved body in ap- 
proving new drugs. Now around 
two years' old, foe cumber- 
somefy titled European Agency 
for foe Evaluation of Medicinal 
Products, or EMEA for short, 
is starting to prove itself as one 


An EU agency in the heart of London has won the approval of the 
pharmaceutical industry and public alike, writes Magnus Grimond 


European Union. It is perhaps 

ironic that h also happens to be 

based in London, foe centre of 
some of the most vehement 
Euro- scepticism- 

The EMEA emerged from 
foe 1980s debates in foe run up 
to the single European market 
in 1992. While foe consumma- 
tion of that project did nothing 
to create a unified EU market 
for medicines, some replace- 
ment for the individual appli- 
cations to each of tbejs 
national drug approval author- 
ities was recognised as an im- 
portant first step, fojjj 
pharmaceuticals group wuen 
had already spent millions of 
pounds on development costs, 
the typical four s ?^? r 
timetable adopted by the au- 
thorities took 0 significant 
chunk out of a 20 -year m* 
fife which, after duritnfc 
was probably already half way 
through its term when an ap- 
plication for approval was 
made. At foe same time, drugs 
were becoming an ot®*"**^ 
sue amongst foe pubjjc a * , 

asAHfchinhehradhnesaod 

consumers demanded thatnew 

treatments be made 

more quickly to treat a fos^e 

which was takfog « ££ 
portions of medieval plague m 
some sections of 
EMEA was 
launched at a 

mention bofomd^^J 
consumers were <al}ms 
spotter, more efficient ap- 

m^p^ccsres.bw^achal- 

Eng* relished by FwajjJ 
Swer, the French pharro aC ^J 
and veteran of th c Eut ?Hhc 
Cbrantekm <*<»*> IX£?£ 
first executive head of the os* 
body. Proud of what he sees os 


the reputation for speed and ef- 
ficiency which foe EMEA has 
won since starting its weak in 
eariy 1995, he is already com- 
paring foe new European or- 
ganisation with the powerful 
Food and Drug Administra- 
tion (FDA) in the US. . 

Implicit in Mr. . Sauer’s 
thoughts is that the Europeans 
have come up with a better 
model than foe Americans and 
one which might usefully be 
adopted elsewhere in foe EU. 

“We could be in foe centre of - 
controversies about federal ism 
and so on, but we are not.. JWfe 
have managed to develop a 
mfytet of co-operation where 


rather than opposing member 
states we use their resources and 
they use our services. So it's re- 
alty a partnership.’' 

" It took two years to negoti- 
ate, but “in terms of all these re- 
sources brought together, we 
are foe equivalent of foe Food 

says, although ‘’rather than a 
centralised, federal, agency we 
are a Virtual FDA ", 

- Tbe bald statistics certainly 
suggest a model of efficiency. At 
its magnificently sited, but 
rather lonely headquarters fee- 
ing a bend in the Thames at foe 

west end of London's Canary 
Wharf development, the 


EMEA employs just 113 peo- 
ple. On top of that, it can call 
on 2,000 experts from hospitals, 
universities and research 
laboratories around Europe to 
provide expert input to its de- 
nberations over new drugs. This 
compares with some 4,000 
directly employed by foe FDA 
on pharmaceutical matters, out 
of a total staff of over 12,000. 

But the new body’s main 
claim is its speed. It aims to have 
completed all its own approval 
processes within 210 days. Add 
on a further 90 days for its rec- 
ommendation to be ratified tty 
Brussels and member states to 
have their say, and most-drugs 


should be cleared or rejected in 
under a year. Its latest audit re- 
port shows it is hitting the tar- 
get most of the time, with foe 
main delays being caused by 
what it says are company 
requests that the dock be 
stopped while they supply more 
information. 

Appropriately perhaps, no- 
table successes have been in the 
AIDs field. Norvir. the combi- 
nation treatment developed by 
foe US group Abbott Labora- 
tories, was cleared in a record 69 
days Last year, while Glaxo 'WeD- 
come's Epivir took just 150 days. 

At foe moment, all biotech 
products must be submitted to 



on 2,000 experts across Europe for input on deliberations over new 

Testing conditions: i no 


the EMEA and in ocher areas 
pharmaceuticals companies have 
a choice. But Mr Sauer reckons 
it is already winning a large ma- 
jority of foe new drugs being 
launched. In its first 15 months, 
foe agency has approved 44 cas- 
es, which Mr Sauer estimates is 
around two- thirds of the total. 

“It seems industry has confi- 
dence in the system, industry is 
using the system and is rather sat- 
isfied with it They can judge the 
performance against foe per- 
formance indicators which are 
published all the time", he says. 

So far, that assessment is 
broadly supported by foe feed- 
back from foe industry, although 
some British companies are 
keener than others. StmthKIme 
Beecham, which has had fbur 
products approved centrally, 
says it has a very good relation- 
ship with the European body. 
Zeneca, yet to submit anything, 
is more wary, saying foe old na- 
tional route still has its place. 

Consumers’ groups also seem 
happy with foe new agency and 
its attempts to open up its af- 
fairs to public scrutiny seem 
popular: foe agency's Internet 
“home page" was looked at 1-3 
minion times last year. 

The tempo wfll increase next 
year, when the option of having 
drugs approved tty individual 
member states is removed. 
Thereafter, non-biotech com- 
panies wfll have to choose 
whether to go the EMEA route 
or use foe so-called decen- 
tralised system, whereby a lead 
authority, typically foe UK, 
Germany or France, does foe 
work and other countries 
largely accept their findings. 

fit 10 years, Mr Sauer expects 
EMEA to have 40 to 50 per cent 
of the whole market, including 
regular safety checks on drugs, 
an important area where it is not 
invohred asyet Beyond that, the 
agency could prove a role 
model for regulators in emerg- 
ing drugs markets. Mr Sauer can 
perhaps take some quiet satis- 
faction from foe fact that a 
Frenchman is using a British- 
based European bureauaucy to 
show the test erf foe world a dung 
or two about efficient regulation. 


IN BRIEF 


Aijo Wiggins chief's pay jumps 40% 

Philippe Beyiier, who replaced Alain Soulas as chief executive 
of Anglo-French paper group Arjo Wiggins Appleton, saw his 
pay leap 40 per cent to £560,000 last year. This was somewhat 
below foe £617.000 paid foe previous year to Mr Soulas, wbo left 
the group with an £826,140 payoff in March 1996. The latest an- 
nual accounts also reveal that Mr Beylicr's contract has a ter- 
mination indemnity of 18 months on top of his normal six months’ 
notice period should the company be taken over. The accounts 
also showed that Dale Schumaker, thc head of US operations 
who left in March, saw his remuneration increase 35 per cent to 
£671,000. including a £213, 000 top up to his pension to fond his 
early retirement. 

Germany to keep interest rates steady 

HansTietmeyer, Bundesbank president, cemented expectations 
of continued low interest rates in Germany. “We want to con- 
tinue our steady-hand monelaty polity. Our goal is currency sta- 
bility,'’ he said. German bonds rose as the outlook for steady interest 
rates continued and amid signs that economic growth in the coun- 
try may be weaker than (bought. Mr Ticuncyer said he saw no 
need to alter interest rates in Germany as foe conditions for growlh 
in Germany were in place, and further rate cuts would be counter- 
productive. He did not believe that higher import prices were ~a 
risk for foe internal price development, because the cost devel- 
opment in our economy seems to be under control”. Inflation in 
Germany has been below foe Bundesbank's target of 2 per cent 
for nearly two years, and it is not expected to exceed that level 
this year. 

Decimal move upsets fraction faction 

A Senate committee opened a debate on a reform of US stock 
markets, replacing fractions with decimals in stock quotes. The 
reform aims to reduce commissions on share trades, which un- 
der foe fraction system can now move only in 12.5 cent incre- 
ments. Using decimals for stock quotes, which would require a 
reform of a 1 934 law regulating stock trades, would allow investors 
to save some SlJbn (£925m), said Senator Wayne Allard. 

Shareholders approve new C&W group 

Cable & Wireless said shareholders at yesterday's extraordinary 
general meeting unanimously passed a resolution to create foe 
Cable & Wireless Communications Group. Richard Brown, chief 
executive of C&W, said: “This is a major milestone in the cre- 
ation of our new company which, as foe largest provider of in- 
tegrated telecommunication and television entertainment services 
in foe UK will be a powerful force in the UK telecommunica- 
tion market.” The creation of (he new group wfll bring together 
Mercury Communications, the UK subsidiary of C&W; with Nvticx 
C able Comms and Bell Cablemedia. 

Shuffle at William Morrison 

William Morrison Supermarkets said Kenneth Morrison had re- 
linquished his role as managing director but would retain foe role 
of executive chairman. John Dowd, wbo has been with the com- 
pany for 25 years and a director since 1983, will become man- 
aging director. GeoigC Buttle and Marie Melnyk have been 
appointed joint deputy managing directors, 

LucasVarity buys back 10 million shares 

Lucas Vhricy bought back for cancellation some 10 million of its 
shares through Hoare Govetl Securities at 198p each. The buy- 
back represents some 0.7 per cent of foe company's share capi- 
tal. Earlier this week foe company announced plans to buy back 
3 per cent of its shares this year. 
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Why Tesco could be regarded as a bit of a basket case 


420*— 
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It is always brave to hit at a 
share riding high in the popu- 
larity slakes. After outset) ring 
J Salisbury and leading the su- 
perstore charge into financial 
services Tesco has been one of 
the darlings of the stock mar- 
ket Its upbeat profit perfor- 
mance and £ 64 Dm move into' 
Ireland have merely added to 
its appeal. 

But Rowan Morgan, expe- 
rienced retail analyst at Nikko, 
die Japanese securities house, 
reckons the adulation is too in- 
tense. And he believes that the 
shares should be sold. 

He says they look fairly val- 
ued and “offer liule upside po- 
tential, having outperformed 
the market by 11 per cent 
over the last 12 months". So 
those seeking excitement 
should look elsewhere. 

Shares of the superstores 
group milled around, ending 
1 _5p higher at 354p. More 
favourable comments from 
AGB Research on Tesco's per- 


formance in the supermarket 
sector probably offered sup- 
port. In the past year the 
shares have been as low as 267 p 
and as high at 370 p. 

Mr Morgan sees Tesco prof- 
its moving from £ 750 m to 
£ 825 m this year and reaching 
£ 955 m next 

Asda fell Ip to 110 . 5 p and 
Sainsbury 4 _ 5 p to 321 d. They 
have figures next mourn. Dres- 
dner Kleinwort Benson was 
said to be suggesting Asda will 
produce £ 435 m against 
£ 40 I. 2 m and Sainsbury will 
be down from £ 764 m to 
£ 630 m. 

The rest of the market con- 
tinued to ignore New York's 
sudden reawakening with 
Footsie, after a confident start, 
struggling to stay in postive ter- 
ritory. It ended 4_3 points 
higher at 4,298.9. 

There has in recent years 
been growing evidence that the 
market is, to some extent, de- 
coupling from New York. As 
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Morgan and Ihcbcape rose 
7 - 5 p to 263 p with Rsnmnre 
Gordon q gnaitmg a 30 Qp tar- 


jiggest 

New York will, ofoourse, con- 
tinue to exert a deep influence 
on proceedings in London. 

But its power seems to be 
much greater when it is in re- 
treat. The adage if New York 
catches a cold then London 
sneezes *tiU applies. But the 
market is much less interested 
when Wall Street is riding 
high: London has lagged a 
long way behind as New York 
has surged from 3,000 points 
in a little over two years. 

Carlton Communications 
led blue chips higher. The 
share gained 22 p to 528 . 5 p fol- 
lowing buy signals from Mor- 
gan Stanley. The US 
investment house is encour- 


aged by Carlton’s involvement 
in the British Digital Broad- 
casting consortium and looks 
for profits of £ 340 . 7 m this 
year; £ 364 . 4 m next and 
£ 407 - 3 m the year after. 

Bass fell 7 l 5 p to 785 p, low- 
est this year. Sod etc G£n£rale 
Strauss TUrabuIl was negative 
and the brewers' long struggle 
to swallow its Carlsberg Tetley 
rival is beginning to sap senti- 
ment. Allied Doinecq gave up 
8p to 42 Sp, responding to re- 
cent SBC Warburg caution. 

Standard Cha r tered was the 
day’s banking favourite, up 
18 p to 865 p on Schroders sup- 
port. 

BT was unchanged at 44 i 5 p 
despite bullish noises from JF 


port But Smith &. Nephew fell 
3 . 75 p to 176 . 25 p on a ru- 
moured Merrill Lynch down- 
grading. 

Premier FbrndL, the elec- 
tron^ components group that 
produced a shock profits warn- 
ing in January is due to pro- 
duce yearly figures on Moraiay. 
The warning sent the shares 
tumbling more than 150 p in a 
few days, eventually hitting 
457 . 5 p. They rose 4 p to 500 p. 
Years profits are likely to be 
around £ 125 m against 
£lld 9 nL Stffl the group, which 
astonished the market with 
an audacious £ 1 . 8 b=o US take- 
over last year, must feel it has 
a promising tale to telL It has 
arranged a series of investment 
meetings next week and is 
arranging to By fund managers 
to its US operations. 


LacasVfcrity commenced iw 
share buy-back, picking up 1 0 
million at 198 p through ABN 
Amro Hoare Govett; the 
shares fell 3 p to l 93 - 5 p- Engi- 
neer Spirax-Sarco improved 
26 p to 733p with talk of a bid 
from Siebe, oS 15 p at 943 Jp. 

Sports retailers were firm. 
JJB Sports rose 23 p tt> 452 p af- 
ter dhakman David Whelan 
promised any share sale would 
be on a modest scale; he has 
just over 30 per cent. Blacks 
Leisure added 14 . 5 p to 475 p, 
a peak. Figures are due next 
month. 

Vanguard Medics foil 5 p to 
625 pTGreig Middleton suggest 
a year-end price of 1 . 507 p. 

Pittencrieff, the oil group, 
gained 12 p to 54 Ap on the sig- 
nalled US bid and Hfll Hire 
shaded to I 37 p after raising 
£ 1 . 7 m through a placing at 
130 p. 

Dawson, the newspaper dis- 
tributor. rose 11 . 25 p to 240 p 
after its 10-for-one share split 
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tail-end of Mr Walls’ four-year 

g^rsrSe^S Putting the 

turnround in US distributiOT op- 
erauons. now sold, and a £lm cut 
in the interest charge. Profits from 
contmumg operations slumped 
from £24. 1m to £20-8m. 

Mr Vigils characterised the fig- 
ures as a good half-year. Dumping 
60 per cent of the business over the 
past four years had ended the days 
when Fisher could be Vn<v-Ved off 
course by one, weather-related 
event. The quality of earnings was 
now mach improved, he daimed. 

Yet the performance of the re- 
maining businesses bears all the 
hallmarks of the Fisher of old. 

Seafood profits, down from £8.4m 
to £7.1m, sustained a hit of more 
than £2m as a result of the disas- 
trous Dutch cockle harvest, when 
the sea froze over. The sauces to 
frozen vegetable processing division 
slumped toJE&Sm from £93zn in the 
previous period, when the results 
were inflated by £2m or so of 
“windfall*’ frozen food profits as a 
result of a shortage of fresh veg- 
etables in 1995. Fisher also suffered 
a £1.4m hit from exchange rates. 

NeO England, the man from 
Mars who took over as Fisher’s 
chief executive in November, has 
a wall of negative sentiment to 
climb in the City, but he was mak- 
ing the right noises. Cutting out un- 
derperforming lines, investing in 
cheaper, more efficient production 
and focusing on Fisher's strengths 
sound deeply sensible. 

Hie group could clearly make 
more use of its European market- 
leading positions in areas such as 
citrus fruits, shellfish, frozen veg- 
etables and sauces and dressings. - 
Only the food processing division 
is (just) making Fisher’s fairly un- 
demanding margin targets, which 
range from 7 to 6 per cent 
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Mr England remains constrained tioos and merchandising directors 
7 the group's high gearing anti high areafconew. 
tyout policy, but profit of £43 ,5m ‘ The strategy is being fine-tuned 

onld put the shares, down Q.25p to fry to boost the “own bought” 
- 42^>p, on a forward multiple of merchandise which has been suf- 
ader 10. With a yield of 11 per feting from weak sales while the 
mt, they are still wrath holding- concessions b usiness has been do- 
ing well. 

yv , j . Though the company was deny- 

jPuttmerthe ^gfryeSteniwft*f^^ 

, . its hopes on the launch of its new 
Mouse 1U OTOei* private label range in the summer. 

The new men's and women’s doth- 
mg ranges are being designed to 
ouse ox Fraser has becaa such a dis- plug the gap between the Hi gh 
ter since its 1994 flotation that - street names such as Next and Gap 
areholders who subscribed for and Heagner name* at reasonable 
ares in the department store prices. 


ynanrr. 

With analysts forecasting prof- 
its of £25m this year the shares, up 
0J>p to 165p yesterday, trade on a 
forward rating of 21. That reflects 
its potential as a recovery stodebut 
investors should not hold their 
bireath on this one. 


House oflraser has been such a dis- 
aster since its 1994 flotation that 
shar eholders who subscribed for 
shares in the department store 
group at 280p must be so battle- 
scarred that they are almost past 

caring 

Dogged by poor merchandise; 
under-invested stores and high 
staff turnover, the accident-prone 
retailer has only avoided being the 
whipping boy of the sector because 
Sears has been even worse. 

The claim horn the company is 
that the worst is now over and that 
the group can start to rebuild its for- 
tunes. There have certainly been 
lots of changes. 

In the boardroom alone, there 
is a new chief executive and fi- 
nance director while the opera- 


i nerugn me company was aeny- . 

SWaC , Havelock’s 

balancing act 

mg ranges are being designed to 

plug the gap between the high T Tavelock Europa, the Scot- 
stred names such as Next and Gap ft— Itish shopfitting group, is 

and designer names at reasonable A M st r ugg ling to get over last 
prices. October’s profit warning when its 

It is certainly an area that needs shares lost almost a quarter of their 
improving. Wl^ ooncessicm sales value ov ernight. After lrwincmg ini- 
grewby 15.8 per cent last year, own tialjy, they have been on the slide 
bought sales were only 2L5 per cent since the new year and yesterday 
ahead. three directors took the opportu- 

Tfais disguised terrible perfbr- nily to move into the market at 288p 
mance in womenswear, wmch fell in a public show of confidence. The 
by 14 per cent in the first half and ' price remained unimpressed, clos- 
only managed in 2 per cent uplift mgl-5p off at 285p. 
in the second. Thar was to be expected after full- 


mgl-5p off at 285p. 

Thai was to be eaqiected after full- 


In the store portfolio three are year profits emerg 
up for sale with one the subject of with forecasts in I 
detailed talks. Others are being re- tnneoftheacquisiti 
furbished as they come under pres- That business is in 
sure from new branches of John displays, rather that 
Lewis and Harvey Nichols. and other display un 

The company even admitted yes- lock hopes will help 


House of fraser: 



re year profits emerged bang in line 
of with forecasts inrebniary at the 

C- rimft nf rh* n<yp rig? firm nf ’ HartrHffff . 

s- That business is involved in retail 
m tahk rather than its core shelves 
and other display units, which Have- 
is- lock hopeswfilhelp it even the eyefi- 
cal shopfitting market 

Pronts of £5 An were 12 per cent 
higher than the £5 3m achieved in 
19%, representing a fourth year of 
record returns. Earnings per share 
were 8 per cent better at 14.6p and 
the well-covered dividend of 43p 
was a 19 per cent improvement. 

Havelock is budding a much 
better balanced business, which is 
just as well given its exposure to 
^ non-food retail clients, whose re- 
finbistanenis crane In unsustainable 
waves, and banks, where changing 
technology and consolidation mean 
fewer and smaller branches are be- 
ing kitted out. 

On the basis of forecast profits 
sr of £&2m this year and up to £9.9m 
next time, the shares trade on a 
prospective p/e of 15 falling to 12. 
That is not expensive for a funda- 
mentally sound, growing business 
and last year’s phmge provides a 
good opportunity to follow the di- 
rectors’ lead. Good value. 


Doug Ellis, chairman of Aston 

Villa and nicknamed “Deadly 
Doug* by Jimmy Greaves bet^use 
he has sadred more managers 
than any other Premier chairman 
since over in 1982, will do 
well out of the club’s flotation. 

According to yesterday’s 
prospectus, Villa win be valued at 
£12om, of which Mr Ellis and his 
family hold a 40 per cent stake. 
Mr Ellis plans to seD shares worth 

Mr EDis^bas secured a^fcar^ 
some reputation by sacking six 
managers in 28 years. Villa’s man- 
ager^ Brian Little, has just signed 
a new five-year contract, so fie 
looks a little more secure than 
most of his predecessors 

Mr Elfis is 73 years, has no 
plans to retire and has no succes- 
sor lined up. However, his son Pe- 
ter, a 48-year-old accountant, is a 
non-executive director on the 
VtHa board, and may step in in 
due course. 

Flits senior signed professional 
with Banmere Rovers in 1938, 
but his footy career was interrupt- 
ed by the Second World War, dur- 
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Famous for his boot: Doug Ellis, 73, has no successor lined up 
night, during which guests were shoelaces.” Tb meat guffaws of 


ing which he was injured. 

He then put his experience in 
the Royal Navy to good stead by 
becoming a pioneer of Britain’s 
package tour industry in the 
1940s, where be made his fortune. 

Since then be has dipped into 
many businesses, in rinrtmg hotels 
and electronics, and has been the 
chairman of 19 different private 
companies. But h is first love re- 
mains Villa, and he has written 
into his will that fomfly members 
who inherit the shares wiD not be 
able to sell them. 

Doug joined the dub in 1968 
when Villa was virtually broke, 
and stuck in the Third Division. 
He asked supporters to put in 
their own money via a snare issue, 
the ploy succeeded, and 8336 
fans bought shares at a fiver each 
- now worth the equivalent of 
£1300, having been as high as 
£1,600. Villa are still trying to 
trace 646 shareholders who may 
be unaware they that they have 
won the jackpoL 

Cross your legs, chaps. Liffe, the 
London Futures and Options Ex- 
change, held its annual charity 
dinner at the Dorchester last 


invited to bet on vanous tapes of 
races, football matches ana the 
like. The organisers also held an 
auction for various prizes, one of 
which I hear was a vasectomy. 
Careful with that scalpel ... 

Gary Hamel, the fast- talking 
American management guru vy- 
ing with Tom Peters for top slot, 
whizzed into town this week for a 
couple of table-thumping semi- 
nars. Mr Hamel is hot on strate- 
gy, having written a book oo the 
subject with a collaborator, titled 
Competing for the Future. 

He is ako a viating professor at 
the London Business School, and 
bis trademark seminar style is to 
prowl the podium, delivering his 
invective without notes. 

He has become a vociferous 
critic of down-sizing, so human 
resource types tendto like what 
he says. He was addressing just 
such a group this week and de- 
scribed down-sizing as “so easy - 
even accountants can do it”. 

Seizing the chance, be then de- 
livered two anti-accountant jokes: 

“Anyone know the difference 
between an introverted accoun- 
tant and an extrovert accountant? 
The extrovert one stares at your 


shoelaces.” Tb great guffaws of 
laughier from (he human re- 
sources audience, be piled on: 
“What does an accountant use for 
contraception? His personality.” 

Mr Hamel will not be address- 
ing the Institute of Chartered Ac- 
countants. 

Stand by for a rumpus at the Hal- 
ifax Budding Society AGM next 
Monday. Serge Lourie and Peter 
Judge, co-founders of the Halifax 
Action Group, are opposed to the 
conversion of Halifax into the 
bank, and bavc put themselves up 
as candidates for election to the 
board to pursue their views. 

And the dynamic duo are no 
pushovers. As Mr Lourie says this 
week: “Both Peter Judge and 1 
are properly qualified accoun- 
tants, both have senior positions 
on local councils and I serve on a 
number of quangos including a 
large pension fund.” 

Understandably, this has gone 
down like a lead balloon with Jon 
Foulds. Halifax chairman, and the 
board. Ib add insult to injuiy, 
Messrs Lourie and Judge have 
had the temerity to suggest the 
Halifax directors are overpaid. 

John Willcock 
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UK 

Base -600% 
France 

taarvBcflcr? 3S% 

Half 

Discount -73% 

NattMrtmfc . 

Adwncaa 270% 


Genrany 

Discount 
Lom bar d 
Canada 
Prim*- v 
Decant . 


fed Hinds 329% 

IjjoJftawSTW 

Repo {Ml 


Bond Yields 

Conwy Br y*»« 


yfaMK coirtnr 


7.17 729% 
573 &2S% 
150 £90% 
734 8.79% 
4.78 50% 

4.75 550% 


Money Market Rates 

OW0* 7 On 


Netertoxb&29% 
Spain 50% 

Italy &2SK 

Boston 50% 
Sweden 150% 
ECU OAT 50% 


Dtscont . Q50% 
Batglura 

Dbccufl 250% 
•'Cantrai ■ 300% 
evttraftand 
Discount ' 100% 
Lombard 4125% 


4.78 579% 
524 50% 

75 2 575% 
457 525%. 
553 590% 
441 550% 


Liffe Financial Futures 

Contract Sotoarant 

fit lea 

Lena on gun on ntus 

BwftanQiffld pun Bn 1 DQJO 

kffiviBond ■ Uiiim isSJ7 


aumELBariwk 

SWhEmkm 

itaisa. 

SUtiECU 


*»ter 

110-10 10929 

101.14 ICOBO 

iaa^ tzb.13 

126.78 t2aao 

83-48 8344 

8325 93.18 

9676 9674 

9672 9680 

9328 9616 

85£S 964S 


Industrial Metals London Maw Exchange 

Storm Cato 3n*a VOkra LUEStoda dig 

AkjnmbmHB 15155-165 16500505 88043 835175 - 1875 

AlunbrunAlay 1410520 1445045 19S8 70900 - 280 

Copper A 2801555 2285587 38312 155775 ■ 2125 

UwT 83405 8350 7148 107B25 + 400 

Mcket 7160-70 721840 17322 81054 + 1872 

Tn 561520 5670-75 3359 9925 - 120 

Zinc 1225030 1247.048 29224 438400 • 1650 

artttamant Conwafar? C/S S/Dm an±w*«d»B>Msnw« 

Mtengeraea: 1-6288 1.7273 128-70 nTneiaAprt 

Precious Metals spmk&sw 

ftika « t Cotna S C 8 t 

Ptatinum 37050 2Z7.15 Britannia 383 223 {tnjgtam* 340052209018 

PaBadum 15150 3250 0ritannta5oz 187 115 Sms 80/88 48/55 

sever spot 4770 2920 BrllanniaXSa 91 56 Notes 370886227/237 

Gold Burn 3404 20854 BtentelDaz 1 25 Maple Leal 34T/363 213/223 
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Other Spot Rates 


Country 

AroentinB 

Ausma 

Brazil 

China 


Country 


SS -iSSS ■ iSSf «n : 

S 55366 MOW Pcrtpl 2BIS64 

Frfenri B4648 5S57 

5SS SoS? Africa 

S VB w ®r : 

forward rate quoted high to lew ati ra a dhiepune subtract from spot rate 
Rate quoted kiw to high ora ata prwnfrrm: Bddtospotmte 

-OoBar rate quoted aaradpmeak. .' 

PorihB West torrtffi exchange rate caa 0891 1233033. 

Qatta coat 50p per minute. 
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Liffe FTSE 100 Index Option 

8eMe m am price; 4288 ctekig Oder pric 

I Series 4200 4290 « 

! Apr 102/1 53/1 1 

Key 144/33 108/46 7! 

JU) 182/65 148/81 1' 

Jtf 217/85 180/99 » 

(Wte) Gn cfl (Wfonna) %rn 

PE 550pm *chflVtago PE ctaee *chg 

May 1T53 -517 Apr 1 S5 -060 Jun 


<200 

4290 

4300 

<350 

102/1 

KV1 

12/10 

1/53 

144/33 

106/48 

75/06 

48/91 

182/85 

KWB1 

118/lOt 

88/125 

217/85 

180/99 

148/119 

120/141 


CaWPiit 

TotaVvoit 


15155-165 16500805 

14100-20 14400-45 

23015-35 2286587 

83455 8300 

7160-70 727550 

5815-20 5670-75 

1229.050 1247.048 
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Precious Metals 


Agricultural 


1802 5.16 
18.16 515 


Tourist Rates 


tty 18350 528 Jut 
Jun 18650 *000 ^ 


Index: 1709 Vah 


Bpn SpotCFNW&jnye 

Jun 19^0 PremUMeaded 198/188 

Jd 19.45 Naphtha 180/182 

Aug 1048 EC 60600 167/169 

Sep 1955 Heavy Rial 01 78/90 
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83.75 

Jul 

1049 

Jid 

1650 

Nov 

95-75 

Vofc 

7882 

vofc 

8178 

Vofc 

18 

iMfeSte 

LITE SUw 

uffe rater* 

wm 

UFFE 

Store 


ATA aaiOflkg 


E Buys 
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BdSurn(Franca) 

Carndepofism) 

Cyprue/Paierie) 

Oenredc{Kraneri 

HdandlOuSders) 

nrtanomm 


QomigeMUeRI 


• • E Buys . E Buys 

2.0400 Franoefnnce) 6.1400 NevrZeeland(DQiera) £2390 
19.1500 Germsny^farks) £7200 Nanvay(KiDmr) 109800 
5B.1700 OseecefOrachme^ 4300000 Portug^Esculos) 2708000 
£2110 HangKvig{Dofes) 122300 Spte<Peseta4 2272500 
05085 kdendPufe} 10225 teeden^Ronei) 1£220Q 

104350 Wy(Urd 27045000 8nfBB>toid(FrBncs) £3150 

£0478 JeparfYin) 2001600 TisIceytUr^ 2063800000 

82480 MaMLfri) 06060 LHted Ststepote^ 15880 
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4-Spat 

WtogDar 

91 Dec 

GSCUnffcn 

%sbaYTD Veer ego WohgYr 
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J970-W 

M 020 

-087 

21529 

•1211 

20333 

-R2B 

A^taA»al 

1970-100 

25841 

-a79 

23123 

+1£19 

301 58 

-1358 

Bwuy 

InduvIMsaM 

1983-100 

8529 

-058 

8558 

-2355 

7£47 

■850 

1977-100 

17551 

-055 

108.79 

+358 

18847 

-6.15 

Uwstot* 

1970-100 

19352 

-121 

19153 

+154 

18457 

+4.41 

Pradoire Matat8l973— 100 
tame net MAprlte 

430.10 

4-055 

46384 

-652 

49057 

-1223 
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Aug 30320 
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Other Softs 


Mac Mfee (Nosr Storm 1098 

MsriAfw Copra It) Stonne 14050 

May Canon (NV) UScemto 71.15 

wq Wool AcantAig unq 

Apr Rubber Mcwt/kg 28950 
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Aptfttay Groundnut Oil S/tonne 355 00 
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Latest Unit Trust Prices 
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u Information professionais rank 
Financial Tones inf o rmati on as the most 
fanportant UK business information provider” 

Annid Boons lofrxmaiioa Survey JS96, 


’ RnaTv-ia) Trmes Infi mnation provides online information 
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documenls, as wdl as a database of 35 million securities 
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FINSTAT - instant PC access to Financial limes Statistical data. 
For further information, call Leeanne GiUiar at FT Information 
on +44 171-B25-8430 or emaili leeanne.gilliar@ft.com 
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Stoute believes 


in success Story 


Racing 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
reports from Newmarket 


of those, Shadeedand Doyoun, 
went on to collect the 2,000. 


There was a lime when the 2,000 
Guineas was almost a fore- 
gone conclusion after the 
Craven Stakes had been run. 
That time bas passed. 

It was a rather pitiful com- 
mentary on what the Classic tri- 
al has become when a revised 
price was scribbled up about the 
winner. Desert Story, yesterday. 
This was a colt who unshed run- 
ner-up in the Royal Lodge 

Stakes and captured the Horns 
Hill last year, an animal whose 
trainer Michael Stoute has been 
plantin g flags of victory across 
the world since last autumn. Yet 
a price of 14-1 for the first 
Classic on 3 May hardly had the 
hordes bashing at the portcullis. 

There are many horses ahead 
of Desert Story in the betting 
and, tellingly, some of them will 
be making their seasonal debuts 
in the Guineas. As the plums of 
late season are continually 
added to the programme book, 
the distressing information for 
traditionalists also seems to be 
that the Guineas has almost tak- 


went on to collect the 2,000. 

The trainer is also more ex- 
cited about Desert Story than 
others have been. “This horse 
goes along nice and quietly 
and he never gets shouted 
about, though hts form is ex- 
cellent and he’s progressive," 
Stoute said. “1 think he'll run 
very well in the 2,000. He's a 
lovely type of horse in everyway, 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Colonel Blazer 
(Ayr 2^30) * 

NB: Grapevine 
(Newbwy 3.40) 


medium-sized, balanced and 
seems to go on either ground.” 


In second place was Grape- 
shot, who wfl] now be stepped 
up in distance, while third went 
to Cape Cross, who possesses 
the sort of backside you see in 
black and white movies, by the 
side of a bucket on the floor of 
a colonial house kitchen. This 
is assumed to be the physique 
of a sprinter, though the men 
behind Cape Cross stQl think he 
can be a force in three weeks' 
time. Indeed. Frankie Dettori 
told his trainer, John Gosden, 
that he would never again fin- 
ish behind the first two. 

A further Guineas factor 
could be Stonte's Entrepre- 
neur, who worked yesterday 
after racing. When the New- 


en on the role of a prep race. 

Stoute, nevertheless, will be 
happy to collect the bauble for 
Freemason Lodge. He would 
not rubbish the Craven, as this 
was his sixth success in the 
Group Three contest, and two 


market man celebrated Sing- 
spiel's victory in the Dubai 
World Cup (with a liquid oth- 
er than his name might suggest) 
he was seen to hug members of 
the Fourth Estate - which was 
rather like witnessing a mon- 
goose waltz with a cobra. He 
was back to his stonewall best 
yesterday. They could have 
pulled his nails out or strapped 
him in a dentist’s chair and the 
man would still not have di- 
vulged the relative merits of En- 
trepreneur and Desert Story. 

Entrepreneur is already fav- 
ourite for the Derby, ana an- 
other wno made inroads in the 
Epsom market yesterday was 
Fahris, winner of the Feilden 
Stakes. Before the froth of ac- 
tivity had been hosed from his 
chestnut neck, William Hill had 
halved his price from 50-1 and 
Ladbrokes went 16-1. 

While Fahris was sweaty, his 
trainer, Ben Hanbury, was typ- 
ically slick of dress and tongue, 
and was soon congratulating 
Sheikh Hamdan A1 Maktoum 
for his perspicacity inptering the 
horse with him. It must be dif- 
ficult to ignore the claims of a 
man who goes to the trouble of 
making sure his breast-pocket 
handkerchief and socks match. 



Walsh faces inquiry for drugs-test failure 


2,000 GUINEAS (Newmarfret. 3 May): Tot* 


7- 2 Stamfth. 4-1 (Rom 11-2J Rwoque, 8-1 
HcJdcn Meadow’, 10-1 Emraprenor, 12-1 from 
33-D Dewt Siwy. 20-1 Cape Cross; VNtan 
HUb 3-1 StamHi. 4-1 (from 6-1) Rcvmjue, 

8- 1 (Ihxn ID-1) Entrepreneur. 8-1 Hidden 
M eadow, U-H nnucmt . MadPiiMftPii- 
tra. 14-1 (from 33-1) Desert Soy & Poteen. 


David Walsh, the jockey who 
rode Barton Bank into second 
place in last month’s Chel- 
tenham Gold Cup, has tested 
positive in a random drugs test 
The Jockey Gub yesterday 
confirmed that a test on Walsh 
taken on 27 February at Hunt- 
ingdon, had proved positive 
for amphetamines and had 
been confirmed in counter- 


9.10 MQana 
2.40 Sturgeon 
3J0 Calypso Grant 
340 Ghataas 


HYPERION 

440 Dashing Blue 
440 St Radegund 
540 Dancing Cavalier 


GOING: Good U> Firm. 

STALLS: Round crave - Instate: straight ccmrae - centre. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

■ Left-hand, level oourae. 

| Coarse is snuliveast oT town near A34. Halfway station f service from Loudon, Padding- 
ton) adjoins course. ADMISSION: Members 514; TaOersaDs S3; Stiver Ring £4 (OAPs 
half price) Accompanied 17-yeapoids or undo- free >11 enclosures. CAR PARK: Free; 
Pladc area £4 per cr plu s £4 pe r person. 

■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNBRS: P Chapple-Sfsm — 30 winner* from 1 49 
mimeis gives a success ratio of 24.2% and a loss to a SI level stake of£20.73;J Cos- 
den — 20 winners, 1 18 runners, 24 .6%. +£79 .08; R Hannon — 26 wlmwre, 393 run- 
ners, 6.66%, -5180.72; P Cole — 21 winners, 177 runners, 1 1.9%, +£13.71. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: J Reid — 60 winners, 262 ndes, 19.1%. +57.72; L Det- 
tori — 36 winners, 188 rides, 19.1%, +£6628; Pat Eddery— 30 winners, 249 rides, 
12%, -£102.24; T Quinn — 29 wtnneiS, 234 rides, 12.4%, +513.80. 

BUNKERED FIRST HHB: Svrord Am (vtaored) (2.40); MssarS (3.40). 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DAK: Bandog Ccvafier (5. 10) won * Nofflnghara on fttday. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Top Gees (5.10) has been sea 232 milts by Mis J Rams- 
den 6mm Sandhudon, North Yorkshire. 


nT PETER SMITH MEMORIAL MAIDEN STAKES IbdM 
ZJ (CLASSD)£50OO3YUlm3f Per Value £4*110 

JUWMMButtt Wined MMaMun) 71 RHsn90. PatfGddafS — 

0- BASWN (X78HL Nwret Oanm) BSnvt 90 R Katies 2 56 

62- (183) OodHoaodde Warier HCeti 90 K Mm 3 84 

DMSHCKAM^R croton 90 K Baity 13 - 

0- G8EGEB0V pQ$ (Ikart ABnitoi frnted A Jaras9 0 BDoyMM 76 

2- GtMlAAS (194) (Hamdan NMatoxirtJtUfcp 90 RMsTlOl 


|o ini EBF BECK HAMPTON NOVICE STAKES (CLASS D) £5^000 
added 2YD 5f 34yds Penalty Value £3£18 

1 61 WRBWPttOT(2Q) (D) (TheVUmngFeam) RHgmai94 DmsOTMIS 

2 CHPS|)ica|9iSuODBsnanti812 0 Pater 8 

3 C8UinDIMTariiltoRCUHPOnppie^Bm812 IMd2 

4 KBMET(MaMCRaser)PQjndd812 IMa7 

5 raw MHJS [E Jafr Rsryi R Hanxi 8 12 — jHta0as9 

6 0 UVMBSroHEgnnheSdeaNewiBAaRanngdipICOqgSU — k>ftsran{7)5 

7 NUMUUNaUMMaftlGaadeR812 LIMUS 

8 E (KKALinERHEW (2Q OhsOap Pawetfw) MOoran812 TQrira4 

9 MSJWCnYUUKfnw Houston) J Moore 8 7 KMnl 

—9 — 

BETIW& 9-4 Miami, 5-2 Ctadto, 9-2 Wrddn Plot, 7-1 drips, 8-1 King talu, 12-1 Royri tater- 
rien, 18-1 UtoediM, 33-1 tewn 
1998: Davt^Kln DuM 2 9 0 K Dariey sens (P OwPe-Hjanu 13 m 
FORM GUIDE 

WraJdn Pitot was moody away on hts debut m u» BrocMesfay Stakes at Doncaster so. H 
the circumstances. OKkiT do badly si fkssrtng sixth of 15 Mml SuefWga Dancer. With 
that experience under frs heft. Wrskm Pilot beat foe nwoomm at Kempton on Easter S«- 
untay but runner-up Bernardo Befatto was beaten at Noamgrem next ome and flashed 
only fourth at Pontefract on Wednesday. It could be best to go along wth the Bawled oolt 
CHUNTTO, a debutant tramed by Peter Chappte-Hyam, who has a ftaie record «*th his ju- 
verrtes at nxs uack and who landed the corresponding contest a year ago Mth Daybgit In 
Dubai. Mm Gosden won this with Rough Uffon a couple of years ago and the newcomer 
Mfyane is likely to figure. He s by first-season sire Tenty, wno was untreated n twee starts 
as a two-year-old. Royal Interview Brushed last of *x m Wrektai Riot's race. Backward men, 
he fcwfy helped hs cause when jumprtga path around halfway and he a certain to progress. 
IMnfftona. going off equal s««w favoutte. finished natth of 14 to RsmgQf The Moan 
Iwmrer smeet an no Doncaster debut four weeks ago, weakening nearstg the fariong pale 
after making pound at halfway. S el ec tion : CHUNTTO 


5 0- SESB80y{ZOQ((kait&a»na)lMted)AJm90 BDoytaJA 76 

6 2- BMtMSPM) (Hamdan N Mattxin) J EUfcp 9 0 R W»7101 

7 0- MOi.YP«ZBJ(18^CJCSnmMlft**ng90 RCOdsatoS - 

8 H0H BtPLORSt (D F MporQ I Baking 9 Q XQofasS - 

9 PB(nD(U8iq(KAbdiM)RChatan90 Put Eddery 12 - 

10 REMMBOW|MLOb0SBrtlirtHiriti8lcn9O DHrakaalfi - 

11 RH)BMME{USA)IStefc MdranmaD JGaUsi90 L Dettori 9 - 

12 3- RIGHT WMC 08^ (lord OetesIWR Hem 90 T Spate 10 - 

13 0- ROYAL GASTIE (181) RlXdMmodQWR Hon 90 MMsl9 77 

14 04- WUK0NBr(176)(BttUlaTV«RHmn90 DraaOTItel 67 

15 0- MT ROSE (172) (Mffl S Scandreai M FataanvGoriey 6 9 0 Hated 17 62 

18 6- CRtfBMpaumEan^POoflte+lymBft IRridllST 

17 95 MWUM(14(Lao«aunVMcyften0ARate89 R Nan 48 60 

18 UKHITFUMf (UsVATB]!) MtN0uM189 RRotertxlS - 

19 HUY OFTIE VAIIY (ChedEnSori H Ced89 W Ryan IS — 

-19 doctored - 

BETDN& 94 Gbetsa^ 7*2 Catchabia, 6-1 Pentad, 8-1 Qraperine, Redbridga, 10-1 Daria, 12-1 
MyafTba Vaiy, U-l H@tj Pltatf, Hr* Expteei, Rl^t Wk« 16-1 Wa* Oo By, 20-1 often 
1996: fcr Quest 3 9 0 Pat Edttay 100-30 (R Chattorr) 11 tan 
FORM GUIDE 

The NnM Abihdeh-RoGkr Chanton-Psi Eddery cvntteedon. sutC8sslul m toe sntti the 1U1- 
brothers Quera For Ffeme (1990) and A<r Quest (19961. tryagan here with Pentad, a ton 
of Quest For Feme and out of a mae who won three lanes In the US. but thfe looks booted 
for John Dunlop'S CHAIMS, This son of Sadler's Wefts colt Ms beaten only a neck by Fa- 
tten a Haydock last October an his stage sort so tar wah a sts-length gap to The thod. 
Henry CecS has a good record m me m Catcteble rates the main ttseat Catoteae fin- 
ished a dwe-tength second of 17 befrnd Royal Crusade at Newmarket las October on the 
laaoftHOjuMnSeettenrets. Selection: GHATAAS 


O AO | STROUD GREEN RATED HANDICAP (CLASS Q [pom] 
1— !LZ_ I £8,000 added 3YD lm Penalty Value £5^01 1”^ 

flUJVGS 

1 022231- TCSTTHE WXIEB (18^ Cl 5 Thwdw*) R Hannon 9 7 DWtarfrNstt 6 101 

2 234350 BRAVBCARf (20) W H ftnsonoyi M Daman 9 4 P P Mnphy (5) 2 92 

3 521- MMlNEtl72}lSeM)MnedMMaiaium) ASmart94 MRottmtsU 97 

4 2211- MHD A1R4DU (USA) (18S) (Hamdan A kUanunri J Dtriop 9 4 L Dettori 16 91 

5 421344- MALXbB&E (231) (H M BrehauO U Ownon 94 MBktey 18 97 

6 022- STURGEON C280)(MAn&)PCDto9 1 XQtalUO 

7 5220- SHOUriATBRA (USA) (141) (kWaxirti A) M SSXXE 9 0 K Fatal 3 94 

B 41415- FEMtlREE HOUSE (ZW) (Fapad ThoreugSaed LM R Mur 90 1 Raid 7 87 

9 054-1 MAFTOOt (24) m (Hamdan Al MamntlJ Gosden 8 13 R HRs 8 89 

10 526-2 llG8BU>(imAMM4Adar4Glew812 RUa0K»17 99 

U 244 MO- GOLDEN FACT (USA] (237) (Georg! EKTeoIfllfemxi 8 11 DHwiiroaS 85 

12 IC-16- IWBNCOONRnURS (U9)(9 AN BorrycasW B Ms 810 M Mb 13 96 

U 31- MMtf (MIC (195) (p| flhe BestBee Paionsrmni P Hans 8 8 NtBktayl <*100 

14 2S35- hayrcwer (1B2) (Ihe Queen) > Baktangfid KDtoayll 90 

15 442-103 SWORD ARM (20) (D) [A E Ocpenflemerl R Otarfmn 8 4 TSpmtelOV 84 

18 007-0 CONTWTUH(T (20) (W) IC R NeScrt J FBs 8 4 ~J4Hewyfl IS 94 

17 2020- 0l*V»YU991(JiAbnlWlCBi«ana4. K Parkin (7) 5 85 


fXifTl NEWBURY ARCADE RATO) HANDICAP (CLASS B) £12000 
added Sf 34yds Penalty Value £8,380 

1 064032- DASHMGBUIE(23qnMsDinstAlerrilB*fe«497 L Dettori 5 

2 260560- WILO MISIBt (321) (D) iBIat kkUert) T Rtarel 696^ P McCabe (33 4 

3 600022- TDTHER00FU74)n(»sPWHartoPHar»596 KftfceS 

4 020230- AAWZIIG BAY (201) (CD) Qfldy Hfrftjj [ Baking 4 9 5 .TQgtoall 

5 3205+0 HMMM9TBE(27)([9(FCTWBson)Bt4eetai492 Hlfc^waU 

6 110001- W»BGHT6SO«aB«m(Mer 1 jn^ers)C1»l432 Nttetotofl 

7 3020- MAJOR QUAUIY (307) (D) (Mrs MayWaD} JFa»we«91 DHarint 

8 412200- 8Ain»RC12B)(M3ygtolMMs3(iayl«aBM459a OPmterl? 

9 061303- MM REIIW8 000) roFARwOM Bg|4 8U MFeMml3 

10 01-2626 BOUEWOfU(pqC2q(AJMtottoKCinw0artvBran589 DanaOHeRlB 

U 1/20000- REPERTORY (178) A (MS Sanders) MSawfcsJ 8 9 RPeriwotlB 

12 200000- BOWDBt ROSE (17^ (D) IG H S Oritay & N C D HriQ M Btodno 5 8 9 J«to»2B 

13 114/40- DEK«ME0raWR9tfBj)CJBr«s4B9 likrH7 

14 406000- THATMAN ABAM{UU)(P)UT0iriy&RE[Mty)SMaiB58 7 XDteqrlO 

15 604326- RKWCPS9MNM60a9maOWf^9486 RCnehnMlS 

16 00505-1 EASlEmP80FHEIS(U}M<MrsJMPlHhea)GlaMS486 Pad Eddery 19 

17 0000-32 SEAOBK (18) (Clfl [Bf) fM M FbUgslC D»^er886 PatEdriaqrlS 

18 223020- TfHlTYQBmiBS) (O) OteTViae Bests Itoor^ 8 Martian 4 65 BDeytoS 

19 220000- MRBEBGSMCU32)m(PRJclWBPa»rg684 TSfrJ*a20 

20 003000 SRJ0Ey(USAKU)(D)(MsAG&n«PMu#y884 0HslMll2 

- 20 declared - 

MWmum 8a 4 Sl True ftmdfcap we&ts: te Swgerac 8st 3b. Sta Joey 8sr 3 Sl 

BEITINto 13-2 Dea-Deer.0-1. Eastern Prophets, S-l Dobing Hkie > lD-l-Wtt$AEsape,Sanro* l 

To The Retf, U-l Hob Rettras, RMne, Ma|ar (toMly. That Man A«Bto, 14nl Aaoring Bro>. Bold B- 
tort, 151 Mr Bergerac, mratog Ttae, 25-1 Sr Joey, MKe Brir, 334 criteo 
1R98: Anao S 8 7 R COdrane 6- 1 (Mss Gay Kefcs*^) 13 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

TO THE ROOF had a fine bme in 1996 with tour victories, white he was rumer-up lour 
dmes. mdudtaig las last two starts when beaten a fengh by Tttdeo at Ascot end three and 
a haw lengths by Shangta Gold at Doncaaer. The selection can conltam torm wfth Sir Joey, 
Samwar and White Emir, who were third. 13th and ISth at the SaMm venue, wMte he 
holds Bowden Rom and Eastern nephets on T«wi Moor running. E«»n Prophea had 
a favorable draw when he mada a winrung reappearance at Hampton, detesting Sea-Deer 
half a length but Sea-Deer can reverse thaneth a 2b oufl. Dashing Blue, beaten three- 
ouarters of a tonglh by Crowded Avenue at Sandown In August, could pose a throat despite 
bang on 9st 7tt> and without a race wnce, while stablemate AmazlRg Bey (twtoe a course 
winner at two end three frees rumer-up In 1398), W a rn in g Time and That Aten Ajfefci 
must also go on die ritorthst Selection: TO THE ROOF 


16 0504- SOUND APPEAL (173) (H Wand JR Fillet) A Foster 8 4 Jt Patel 4 B 94 

- 18 derived - 

»ts«: 6a 4ix riwrwnicaDneiBis swore Arm as NttCinenonenaa 2b. Ou W^Sel 
& wtf4K«rr9», 

KmNfrSllWtari. M NoHe Oeoca, 7-lYkBeto.B-llJrid ftoado. 9-lStaqeKn, 10-lSbdMtea, 
Meytow.awrt Am. Test The Water, 14-1 Fertnefaa Pitera. Hayta na, lfi-1 

199& lhemre 3 8 B T Ourm 9-2 (fl R UBrani t «i 
_ FORM GlflDE 

MAFTOOL showed set«cm and. 3«hoii0i he got home by only 

^ 7e ^ * had ^ “P- ■ tohn <3aKto,,s 

tea °* ^ Savga henane Mapnu. looks worth toUowtatg. True, 

Terdao drin t eocth 1 boost the tern when urpiaced at Beverley next dme but Maftool can 
17 raw| g ^ Hist outtngi of the season. ThtreHo 

oso made tu . reaopearance at Nwicastte end, whaa he fated to aa«, he was tapped on 

There s cl8a,,y 3 ra “ "aWrIgfbr GeoffLewte*B 
amSerertiAiw^ihoi stnefc tom at Wowemamptan tact month, ftappeo wrien favourite for 
ei^f 5” buT ! an twoer to take rnnor honours attest Northern 

and 16 m B voor today. Anrid Atoado, mn- 

rep reMrta John DutepTs gatte and shouM n« 
lack ior ntness despite the 18S- day absence-. Teat The Water, the ropweriit, wesacon- 
sBWait type at two and waino up batBrm with a wed deserved wmiy ran Ascot nurs- 

s Sf“ ***■ tnat o' SKha^ Hsmon's. NoUe 
lw 6W ouon ^ m Her tost season, s 

anuuier uj consKKr witn par in ih& sMfc, jdVocUuil MAFTOOL 


BRIDGET MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £5000 added 3YD 
fDBes 7f Penalty Value £3^80 

ANCM0RB1 M tDVE (G Ho*ud-SptalM R Dfrton 8 11 TSprafeelS 

BaiAQRAIW fOx»Bn PamttUfi II Fi91)03orvGod(ey6 11 DHBnfsoalS 

anoWE Write N«ialttG lari 811 Atetete«(3)l2 

FANTASTIC FLAME (t> Gatos £ PMaien 8 la H Roberts 2 

RnMILturiAmhoryHagathllBaktogBU JAartta Pwyu g) 1 


aifll WJBAI DUTY FREE FRED DARLING STAKES mw inl 
L±±WJ (CLASS A) (Group 3) £3<WK)0 added fflte [§|2?j 

7f 64yds (Round ooursel Penalty Value £ 20,400 

1 120215- AKJHUSAll^dwtimavcri Rkavon90_. Par 071x1 3 IIP 

2 0154- AtlHWi(nU(lS71' tAnntaplCBmbi90 — gUwhf M 

3 lilt BUM» «H (194. pJISFraby) Didder 90 xeZwSim 

4 251000 BUE5 QUEER aT4( iMdfflrm w M Otrncng Q m 

5 221-1 CAIYPS0 GRANT (2!S OtePN Haro) PltoiB 90 J ME S TlS 


6 Bland LORE AteffiunNMEtonxnjEDiricpSU DVDcaoboe (3)0 

7 lAm(HemdanNLtorix«n)BHwtxxy811 RHRelB 

8 KQB00QE(USA] (KAbltoW ROratonSU PMBhtayS 

9 UOL RAT KATE (LuceyanStuB Didder 811 OPeMerl? 

10 MAGKWL(KAMUtaNJOsden811 

U MAMMA lUBWwrio Caste) Q law 8 11 Piri Eddery 8 

12 MARC DORA <FR) tod FfcbOOgO I Baring 8 11 T Hotel 11 

13 MBS BtefffR Mam) P Write 811 — — ACtoR 10 

14 MtelBffWlOBeBtwMMriBTnedlJQnrianBU L Dotted 3 

15 NANOUOC (5usa Stud LrHerfl J Dirto 8 U KDariqrlA 

16 nflnmte Bear UhtafiG laws 811 K bay 13 

17 SCSTHE lA£rr iSceptra fbdrtf B f«s 8 13 D HoBaod 7 

18 t&RSH (L MamnxJos) HCed 811 K Fattens 

19 STftADCTteD tAEOppwTrimerJG WraggS 11 MHB»4 

-iSifectorad- 

COTRWi 4-1 KMl W Mte, M ScCifa, 54 faybw^e. 1M iteixi loro, 7-1 Uystosy MR. B-l 
N a eoo che, s-l St Rni a tenil , U-l Mage W8. 12-1 Soeptra tody, 1*-1 Maria Dota. 2D-1 otows 
199& Satin BM 3 8 11 R KuBcs 14-1 J Dwtop) 17 ran 
RNM GUIDE 

Dawd loder'E KOOLKAT KA3RE tools Skdy vrirmer. She’s try Faay Nng out of an Antaors 
mareanOCfiwexPesAertshesttwmountHwiryCecithasagooOracoronthiswteSeff' 
Wt, e Btueblrd fliy, mldK provide mosida^er. Roger Chariton’s Keyboo^e, a Lyptard 8- 
ly. and John Gosden's Ma^e MS, a dat^aer of DenefXS, both represent Wtetd AbdUWu 
Keytxn^e. out of a NQlmxy man rowed to Afdal end Formidable, has Pat Eddery on boatd 
and looks the pick of the pair. Chariton also nre Anchored to Low. a dau£4ar of Alzao 
and a 30,0008X8 yeartmg. John Dunlop, who won ttu a year ago wnh Saw Bte, runs the 
Dayjur fSy Nanoocbc. Ce le cttea : KDOt KAT KATIE 






[?nl LEVY BOARD SEVBIIH HANDICAP (CLASS C) £7,325 added 
Z±rJ 2m Penalty Ytfue £5^94 

300513- ZAraRUMtUS(Ariteiarto9LHxng»Hta4iOD ..JtflfltfmgB 

Wy 

10- 


m 

^ ? X : l - j i : 


mm 


mm 









analysis. The 22-year-old wifi 

now face a disciplinary bearing. 

Nigel Twiston-Davies, the 
trainer fhat retains 'W^lsb, the 
leading conditional rider this 
season with 28 winners, said: 
“David said he hasn’t taken any- 
thing. Whether somebody could 
have stuck something in a glass 
1 don’t know." 

Walsh's agent, Chris Broad. 


said: “He denies ever taking 
drugs and I am 101% behind 
him." 

Walsh, who is Irish, is in his 
second season in this country. 
At the start of last term be 
joined Twiston-Davies, who 
gave him his first big winner 
when Grange Brake took the 
Rehearsal Chase at Chepstow 
in December, 1995- The cham- 


AYR 


is -T ■ 


HYPERION 

2J00 Bear Claw 230 Nasone 300 Marello 
330 Old Bridge (nb) 430 Eulogy 430 Jig- 
time 5 jOO Flyaway Blues 


GOING: Good. 

■ Lett-hand gallaping come nm-tai HI Cyrix. 

■ Came Is caK of town an A758. Ayr aH suOm (aovioo from 
Glaspowl im. ADMISSION: Club £16-, Gandarand £8 (Stadena 
£6, OAPs £4). CAR PAMS: Free. 

BUNKERED FUST TME: ChopweQ Coctorite (iOO). 
WINNERS IN TBB LAST SEVEN DAfSs None. 
LONG-DISTANCE KCNNKS& Natom riA») toe b«n sert -131 
rofles bjrJ Gifford tram fTndoa, West SbMez; Enlogy (+1X7) acne -IZi 
mriu ty g (tore from Suarirtgna. Wen Sussex. 


2 ««ii< lBRWP(713MP)A>toVMtelWl0U0^JifiilUB 

3 1ZZ32U OaiOT(U)ttAKBBlBy91013^ COTMjW 

4 30173-3 R0UV«l(iqmtoxJtaranlll013 IFTWey 

5 3-20DF3 (BDBRDaEMmmOSMncnfSlOS lOriwraa 

6 550212 OMBHAMCHAIIBIBE (Z7) (PITEaBEriyS 10 7_L Wyor 

7 132125 DteWf CA115{V7)<D|NGnriU 7 10 1 RJDOMOSte 

a 4-23435 DesmDTsnKNM.oeiDran]toxi 6 i 0 o — RJotMon 

9 2P-OU0 R6CTUY (14) (D) G Fkrixwh 11 10 0, PCaMny 

-Sriatend- 

Atekixnire(^lORnicinteietfc0etetoOB>unlAAfcMte9Bl3b 
nrmTnr 1 1 nwi)u n t r wre uiw m te nran. ' i nii my n nayi r i 
DMkqr Crib, Dtotta TTEabMl, B-l iflNi» 


|aaa| HAMILTON CAMPBELL ILPH NOVICE 
L^d_J CHASE (CLASS D) £6fi00 added 3m If 

1 32-2UP CH0PWBLCUnAMS(U)(DITEteBtif71112XlbwB 

2 /WIFI flBtelAD(12X)(D!M»SSiT»5il01112— JBetarfteaat 

3 3-U222 SOIDMONS DANCER (4^ (Bf) G RDroiS 7 11 12 


(Ann! UCKLEYHEAD CASTLE HANDICAP Iftfit- 
DLE (CLASS B) £7fiOO 3m 2f UOyds 

1 505ffP BEnmiBCS NBD (15) (qGftrisfe 11 11 10 — _ 

PCwtwny 

2 1-Q24U0 EHZAOJAA (15) IAiM Rawtty 7 H 7 ■ .. . .PMroa 

3 2PQPP-P NDIND£NB.(1AQ M BndsyS 11 4 CHaote 

4 U32111 TOUBBRBBtrpQ) WP8agTXMl6112-JITW III 

5 2P U16 WCrOR BRAVO (15) (P) N Qaaetee 10 11 0 — C U— teyi B 

6 56QG-1 WI«WAPWICECB4)0PM«81D12— MAftogrorid 

7 011111 TI0ONE(2S)(q CThoitonBlDlD — ..... Mftwfrr 

8 22-FT34 MWS7OURSlOR79D(BF)t)Mdxtexi8101O 


4 11U+1U BEARCWW(lfl09hEmonJ8U7 IMml 

5 SPQ31F B8J6HT DBIWY (18) (D) J 6aUe 6117, SMB 

6 0FQ2R1 fRBIDUr MEHT (25) J Hridn 7 11 7 ASSaRh 

7 PGQ3P3 B*UnOUGAH(24RM«nii9112 .TJMafrltyV 

8 048424 EAS7BEEZrnclltonini2 iteten 

9 3-263* 9UDG0HB1. (37) J J OMte 8 11 2 A P McCoy 

-Btectond- 

gTTMfc 2d. SotownTi Dancer. M B M rfto^ 114 Cli tete BCteUtoa , 
lM.«nree tod, BteecteB, toro Inter, 2D-1 ottnea 


9 221421 SlWBSmi(2()HqLbtaig>7106 A F McCoy 

10 4143-3 CAMFMGN (7g M HamnnJ 6 10 4 RGwritty 

11 330Q2U EUDGrm(Bf)Rftwe7102 RD— eriy 

12 23-3131 7VY{B7)P)AS<mete7X0O : TBeyV 

13 433105* MBXran»aa)BCeltenl310O SCencI 

-13dedorad- 

AHnum «4?e lOt frueMteap mvc nr 9al2te AAdtotorftr 7a 
BEJlRtt 8-1 TbteK Rate, 5-lTrtxsae, 74 Err*#*, ttetein Prince. 
Oi m*li tn, EMcgy. *- 1 Mtera 


y5S] EVE1YN MATTICWS NOVICE HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS Q £5,000 added 2m 4f 

1 4U4 GW AHEAD (14)J1 Eyre S 11 10 SStttey 

2 143113 IQN8 PM (62) (CD) SF) P Brannon! 5 11 10 _B Sraeraa ^ 

3 312151 lASBIBHBfiENS) (CD) D UABT8 U4 DJltatett 

4 10-4350 MASOe (37) J 00x0 610 12 P» 

5 1F5124 SWUEOPDONS(5O)(D)TEaslBte610U LEY* 

6 3-22312 R0VM.EVB(T(B4)DGnldb81OlO RD— w te 

7 10381 COLONH. BLA2H? (53) 1*81 HArtgX 5108 JFtttoy 

8 121340 SUASUEAI(J7)JJrfteon7106 MHentaB(7) 

9 6111411 COOLGUIMBt(3(QJKng7 106 CMtedi 

10 5-10541 MAILS (39) N TtektavOaMl 7 10 5 — Mr JCoktefrto (7) 

11 SU0332 MOmEUSPfl)(BF)DNriial9an8105 RJtean 

12 4-0428P CHARIET LAMBERT (17) J kbdoe 6 10 4 KteMR 

13 012020 JBIVMU (Z7) (Q TO G Wads 6 10 4 PMtny 

14 041310 PSW BMO (20) (0^00*3610 4 MFtoter 

15 2S-123L NBMAKBMp7)TDBHXi51Dl — — MrRTtote* CQ 

IB O30P41 HWFDeCBIT (33) MrsM RMMy 6 10 0 -JBro 

17 am-55 HE BARGaMN (42) DGandctt)9100tepMiMdtein 

18 4I+-W) KASBAMA (W M Ftonmcnd 8 10 0 MHcxrock»(7) 

-Udectorari- 

Mntiuiiwtec 10X. five wWte The B*M«n9B 13b. torisna 8812b. 
BBTMB: 5-1 Rkg Pto, B-l ter Ahead. 8-lCStoite Btor*. 10-1 Hawn, 
togen ftldga, Mahlar, 12-1 ottna 


1 3 

2 U3044P- 

3 P0405P- 

4 0*435-1 


BEJTW& 4-5 
TDfcy, 12-1 *r 


ROYAL SCOTS DRAGOONS HUNTER 
CHASE (CLASS H) £5^00 3m 3f 110yds 

AHDesS(4ERMnl7120 Mr A Wlnttai (7) 

6R0I WES (326) Cltas* 12 12 0 ..Jta) 6 MBeator (7) 

fll TOBY (336) MR R larpM 10 12 0 MrAKhma (7) 

NOW YOUNG MW fUJIte A SWPark 8 120 

Mr Cfcrix Wtson (7) 

WOLJESia(U)|CDB^CSnre»13120 

Mr C Storey (5) 

SO0»IBWMNSnB.psmNCtBntieri»1412O 

Atw C MatcaKe (7) 

JRTTMC (28) J Hurite 8 11 9 Mr M Bodbon* (7) 

—7 dftdwd — 

Jlgflem, 4-1 Royal Jestor, M Non Ycteg lla, 10-1 foi 
ten, 14-1 Ween Ttete Saettiera Umbel 


rHftl ROYAL BANK OF SCOTLAND NOVICE 
,AW I HURDLE (CLASS O £6,000 added 2m 

11-1111 MARBUUO(«9)P)tosMteriey6U10 PNNte 

U5154P DOIBW a CTI (18) (P) (BF) 0 aavcod 7 11 5 — lOtecrm 
OCX COfTSTOtoN BW M Ms S ftattxme 8 ll 0 — MMtor 

R) H0PmKLDBDPS)PChEesattGi5110 ASSriter 

MASTBIRUP0TRUritearSUO OPirifr 


6 2-03334 PBSOSE LAD (NQ (B2) Offcfcfton 7110 RJohMCB 

7 SCAUY BEAU L Lure> 6 11 0 ItefMc 


I 7 SCAUY BEAU L UfD> S 11 0 

8 603-360 SBC0M>9EP(tM)DGmteb61ia. 

- 8 Declared - 


BEnwa 4-U MareOo, 6-1 DmotoMnn. P«nn tod, UklSacand Stop, 
20-1 Sente Bae% 50-1 Hap4M tort 68-1 attiers 


[onl wllhouse quarry handicap chase 
^ 1 (CLASS B) £10000 added 2m 4f 

U1HP BANJO (38) (D) D Mrixtol 7 U 10 MRTtontoaG) 


rc7>Ol BFSS W SCOTLAND AMATEURS HANDl- 
1^1 CAP (CLASS G) £3000 added 1m 2f 

1 440462- TIE BOOZWG BttF (2WJ C tew 4 12 OJto A Partar IB 

2 313312 GADflECR ABaCeyBll 13 — Urn A L Hnfattnon (S) 18 

3 43X02 MBSMAWDensSriWiAllll JArRTtombB 11 

4 21003 UGH LOW (SB) U Hwnrroxl 9 11 7 Mr C Boren IS 

5 410435 FORZARt (9) J JOTMB 5116 MPCMS13 

6 05600- SUPSrOP(2U)nLlu)Si9115 KtaBGfanfflS 

7 524204 ZATQPW (i7) J dtean 5 113 MrBD<tod(^17 

8 503S6- HA»0FSWHI(14^Nte7Oe8n5112_MrHltotel3 

9 630082 CUE»B , »(D)PEwb 41H MrA&ans{5)7V 

if) 000440 KNAVE (4) P Moraetfi 4 U 1 JAsaCKane^lb 

11 5403X PHUMSrnMtel.nnai5U0 A* TJ Barry® 2 B 

12 003008 reWWaiJBtl3)l*aMftete751012JfrSSteml4B 

13 000500 SMGAJOUMCEtMEteinesAlOlS^lrJWeiamlBA 

14 230080 ANKIOP (13) J L E>re 5 10 12 MhsDireei Ja>es3 

15 405060 F»SABE(225)KBaleyS10l2 — UrOMcPhaB(5) 15 

16 540008 PB0UD»BGADBTB3Q MSMey 910 U 

WSJ tomb (^12 

17 062200 7*81811*3(233) JGflUe ID ID 11 —UwBSUHjV (5) 8 

18 000403 QAtyE (52) D Oopnai 5 10 9 — MaaBCtetaMB 

19 460400 CAPWN MAIUAUDE («) & 0^8108--- 

20 OUSTS BEBERN WENTIrTw R Itetear4 10^ TJtacSS S I 

-20daobnd- 


BEITMS: 01Rrowq^tote 7-lGadfc KaW.01 Ctoed 14-1 Sta 

And Dsoce, Foaalr, The Boorinc Brief, 18-1 ofrm 




HYPERION 

2-20 Duly Parched 2.50 Penniless 3-20 Sweet 
Magic aS 0 Surtsey «L20 DtSPOL GEM (nap) 
4S0 Meranti 


9 453600 MSTKSaRUa9}(D)PB«B3B5 IFEgwS 

-Bttectend- = 

BEmNto 04 Ganocfc Vteey, 114 Swet Mapo, 01 laomto, M 

01 DM* Ate Rtee, Wert total, moSm 


GOING: Good to Finn. 

STALLS: Sfaalgfr renow - MMte ekle; Bound coaree-tnrid& 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: La* nambeesbes far Tfft lm. 

■ Lee-temd eaurae, level fra quMe sharp. 

■ Couse taW loimcnAfiLSIarion Un.ADMISSfON:Ctob£l2; 
TWtttsaOs £8 lOAIb FtonSly enckaare S3 (OM>» USOV Cws 

into FVmliy rtn« Sfl {Includes fair occapaife). CARPARK: Free 
BUNKERED FIRST TIM E: Nang hty flatot (1A0). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DASS: None. 
IOW^DfflIAN(EEUNNB8S:FHr^Beatera20)i«2»ndto 
by Mbe Gay Keflew»y from WhUcambr, Doran. 

l oon i BRITON MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN 
STAKES (CLASS D) £SjOOO added 6f 

1 OOOOW QLORIA bB*eR0Ofi (11) AMurnteB 4 9 ID — M Btadl 4B 

2 6653- LOOK VMWS CHUMS (329) BMcUstan49 lD_S8B0dKtl 

3 20 DMIEHS0F(38Q) AJra4 9S WJOOQBW7 

4 O£AMSW0PTEatety3813 ICamriS 

5 0 JOWn'SJOAB?(212) FLfie3813 ACotaeS 

6 00 PmttZCFPf8NES(S22)JBeq3813 8 Carte 5 

7 054360 SUPB«aU90(7)DMMtt3813 HteOteiMS 

8 60 T8UU PARDO (J8S) PG^xtoNjBn3813 Jftntoffl 6 

9 436 7»ONWE»IB6£(lgOEr>3Sn*3813JLatexri(*0 

1 10 0 ZAUmD ( 22 ^ T Brntepon 3 8 33 ttlted2 
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1 41 O0ruGlttaC|9MD)PBatt9O — IFEgxn7 

2 4 AWMM? DOUSE 115 CBf)JBefly 88 GCMvX 

3 8 OOfWa 0 BBNCnONA 8 aleyB 8 State* 

| 4 DANCIIG EM T EtedR 8 8 JIBtel 

5 GPTB)BAIWDMrixBi88 MnDawatS 

6 4 PSteESsp)NTtetor88 — lto uuiui’ 3 

7 POSONEARBMeMencnSS. , — LNentan 5 

-7dKted- 

rarwe 04 (tot Ii« Ita^c, 7-2 Antaete ttebto, 5-lGta Brim, 0 
1 UnnciHg Ere. Pwnl e re , 101 P ad tori d h aellcn. Poriftc Air 


(aSOl SOWERBY MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
l±rMJ£50OO added 3Y01m4f ’ 

1 033- PERCY BU{1£0)M Sme 90 „ M State A 

2 00 REGAHUBteMJMago TtooreSi 

3 2 SUBSET (19 UJrinten 90 1-iSeSa 

BEITMG: 44 Peror te 7-4 SfrtMy. 84. 12-1 HteOtoto 
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I <agXK> EMttBSrotlYtuiiDi HUhM«rt;oii 

6 000006 RWBrSRASCAlTOEAiswSgf zZZl* 

7 620000 5UPOTRBE M Ms M S 9 f 

10 03342-0 CEWAW(25(D)iawyl093 

II 040680 POUR RBKW iK* « PRto«*^» 

12 100000 HJRO SC8*TK (13) (COJ T Easotiy 5 9 ^ 

13 320500 JACK FLUSH (27) B I tSS, te 

14 040450 M«rff BUCK C3)D Writ* Z Z^T- - 

15 0000 SntBIM 0 SaC(X 3 }Raar 4 B 7 r 
IS 045506 LACWSB 03) D So* 4 a , ” 

17 533230 RECAinWI(2U]PCafia48H 
“ 300501 
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USSSftiftSX 

on o . 

•» life JnDTtim* is CCrt-vivi to 
... , 1 ^ ojtis to nax’lcr.itc ihy 

wsnn favourite for ‘he 
^jas is unlucky not ml W nj 

Peter Hand’s fiDy won well at 
Kemp ion last month. 

gm 

3M Henrv Cecil saddles two but 

Caicheble seemsjo Je tgefig 
siring. John Dunlop sGHATAA*- 

tj^^hasbetteroedenua^^ 
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pioo trainer, Martin Pipe, has 
supplied him with 14 victories 
this season. 

The Jockey Club has sus- 
pended two ndens since the in- 
troduction of random drug tests 
in 1994. The Flat apprentice 
Sean McCarthy was banned 
for two months and the condi- 


tional jockey Darren Salter was 
suspended for three weeks. 
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HAMBLETONLMTED STAKES (CLASS D) 
I £5000 added 5f 

1 063-115 «KAPnnxmD98Mritexn5911LSntaa(7}2B 

2 321001 MAiBUMAM[Z3)(D)EMie£fer5g7 ADrif(E?5 

a 256040 RBarBRUE(7)nife5Gltete794jVjacaaBreB 
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7 345671 mFmmtumEmasai ^ 
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7 345671 

8 110OO0 

9 330131 

10 400000 
U 1-32S0Q 

12 110510 

13 104000 
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NEWBURY 

2.00: 1. RfVEITS SOURCE <PJl tik-rt' 
Mi a- tate am 13 2 3- »*»»«« 

8-1: 4. Surname Bay 12 1- « nm. hM 
M. ritt-hd. |8 FMIs. tomboumi Ttea: l0.«. 
£2.50, £1.80, £3-00. £2.a0. W: 00 

CSF: £57^8. TncteC £460. 74. Ina £45 ^ 
NR: Rte Embers. _ _ __ 

2^0: 1. FAHRfS iR K*fei 7-l;2. Piin*m» 
cay 10-1: 3. Crtanson TMo 5-4 lx. 7 ran. 
3. l. <8 Hanbuy. Nevmurtieti. Tbto: i.7 *0 
£3.40, £3J.O. DF: £28.80. CSF- 104-2^1 

3j 00: l. DESERT STOirfiMJVWvFX-'L. 2 
far. 2. GmpMhot 7-2: 3. Cap* Ctom 4 

1. 8 ran. V*. hd. |M Stouie. kvnui.-i 1 
Toto: £3.40: £1.30. £1 *0. £1.60 W 
£4J0. CSF: £10.41. 

2J30: 2. CAPTAIN COIL) NS U Roa> 4 7 
far, 2. Mktyan CaB 3 1: 3. Snadoof 25 1 
12 ran. 1.5. IP Ownfc Hvfru. UtaPte. Tote 
£LeOC OLID. £2. 10. £3 W OF: £5 00. CSF 
£5.00. Tno: 150.10. 

43&1. TREASURE TOUCH ibru ft Jut-- 
5-1 jt-far; 2. RafWe To 1 am l- J il-fA: 3. 
Jultn Emms 9-1: 4. Plalslr D Amoor 13-2. 
lDran-l.nk.iDl*er«te.ThK*» To«£5». 
£1.70, £1.70. £2-50. £2-10 OF. £13.80 
CSF: £28.00. TncaSC £229.44 Trjc £.1 LOO. 
NR: Maini^uSMt. 

43S: 1. BLAKESET iR Hu, Tv.-..' 5-2 U 
ZTtanakaepor 11-4; 3. Mamora Boy 10 l 
8 ran. Vj, IV.-. IR Hwnon. E.i :f £«*■"!• :7'‘ 
Toto: £3.00: £1.5a £330 DF- £3 70 CSF 
£9.07. NR: Dmgpnce. 

5.05: L SECOND WIND iT QirlW 11 

2. Arpeggio 7-1: 3- MkpjekKi 10 1 6 ran. 

4-6favCtet3X)i-iriii.Smrid.sro na .pu.-u* 

Whreont**. Tata: £7.00. £3 10. £? 40 IV 
£16-30. CSF: £40.00. 

Jackpot: £19.753.70 - pJrt non. ftvx il 
£25366.70 caned toraw fa N«vfrFV lcc.iv 
Ptecapot: £67.40. Qpadpab £2£iO. 

Ptaoe 8! £97.73. Place S: L39 82 
AYR 

Z20: L FBXXMG TME FACTS i M 4 Fcp.t 
akn 11-10 bv: Z Spring Daubto 2- 1: 3. Rb- 
er Bay 9-1. 11 ran. ■ .. 12 ,N Hon&froi. 
Lamboumi. Toto: £1.90. £120. £l.W. 
£1-60. DF: £2.10. CSF. a. 13 Tro. £3 70. 

230: L AMERICAN HERO iBSaro- II J 
lor. 2. Stntfng Sand 5 1: 3. Power Pock 
3-L Sian. 2, 10. iR Anon. Comwi-on Tw.va> 
Tate £300; £L40. £L10. £L20 DF. £id0 
CSF: £13.97. Tno: £4.40. 

3£fc3.ZANDER iCLteuefrii 8 1. 2. Rad 
Btaer 4-7 ftw: i Sltortstoir 100 1. IS rao. 
Ha. 2. (N fusion -Dows. CbencOunu. Tate 
£113 0 : £2-00, £1.10. £9.70. DF: £4.70. CSF 
£1235. Tno: £7230. i«: Pot BtockfiwL 
ajKfcJ-KBBAOR&SPEBJ.RGuesO M. 
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1 misses 


2: 0o, ^ , ? , 7-4 bv; 1 Cariboo 

Gold 13-2. 14 ran. V,. 5. iMrs S Smith, Sm 
Seyi. Tote £6.90: £130. £1.90. £230 W: 
£13.90. CSF: £16.96 Tneast £7939. Tno. 
£ 8 . 00 . 

4415: 1. GAELIC BUIE iR Guest) 9-2: 2. 
Sj^cilaii tart lO-i; 3. Ifloga Sannon lfrL 

13 ran. 31 f» Red Branch iSch), Ho. 4. ifclrs 

S Smith. Brefley). Trite £430; £ 2 . 00 . 
£3.40. £4.00. DF: £31 10. CSF; £44.56. Tr- 
case £612.60. Too: £102.70. NR: kim 
yorownbusmess. 

435: t TEEIAY'N'AJTCH t S TjvW 6-1. 
f.*?”? 08 Lod 8e 3. Utln Leader 
14-1. 14 ran. 5-1 tev Skiddaw Santm. 3 . ., 
=• U G«*fie. Kibnamocki. Tote: £8.30, 
SJS-. * ? 70 - g-M. DF; £62.90. CSF. 
£8&2o. Tncase £1.06234. Tho: £265.90. 

535: 2. CLAJRADELL |8 Storr. I 14-1; 2 , 
WacyCoMtor2-Hav.3.l«ekl»oka7 i u 
rafc •/.. 2'._ 0 Chariton. Slocks Wd' Tote: 
U5.90: £2.40. £3.60. £2.00. OF. o£5l 
CSF: £41.49. Tno: £54.80. 

Ptocepok: £93.6a Qnadpot: £70 SO. 
Place B: £40.64. Ptoca S: £34 97 


RIPON 

OCXHt VERDI U ftuw-T 
fav: Z Mat Bridge ll-j; 3. Proae -i-i. 9 
S. 1_ (M Johnstoni. Toto: r; ?o- 
£1.10. £430. £1.60. DF: £23 70 csf‘ 
£23^0. Tno: £31.40. t5F 

, HO!}- "WaiAAAN iG C*i„ ... 1 f .^ 
Touch 

£1AJ- DF; isT csr 
£9.69. Tno: £3.70. ' 
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Leicester ponder 
European future 
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Leicester City yesterday re. *^*?«**« 
fleeted with pride andaston- 
ishment on the European ~ - 
adventure which awaits them 7 

victo «y over /-PtaaitS !. 

Cbca-Cola I^ 1 fi™? dQe f lay,S 11611131 competition for only the 
HSSoreu^ P&ialreplayat “T* 31 “ in their faitfoiy. 

®T- . Judging by the reaction ofbocA.- 

maSwnKamMn,wh 03 S- 

Woking at Wembley 
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Non-Le ague notebook 

RUPERT METCALF 

For the third time in four sea. 
. sons, Woking are going to 
' Wembiey to contest the FA 
Umbra Trophy final. After win. 
□ing a tough battle against 
Stevenage Borough in Wednes- 
days semi-final replay at Wat- 
ford, their opponents on 
Sunday IS May wifi be Dagen- 
ham & Redbridge, who over- 
came Gloucester City by the 
same 2-1 scoreline in another 
replay at Slough. 

After enjoying Wembley tri- 
umphs against Runcorn in 1994 
and Kidderminster Harriers 
the following year, Woking will 
be the clear favourites to com- 
plete a hat-trick of victories 
against their opponents from 
the Ids League. In front of a 
crowd of nearly 6,000 at Vic- 
arage Road, Clive Walker gave 
Woking a first-half lead with a 
superb long-range shot. Andy 
Ellis bundled in a comer to dou- 
ble the lead in the second half, 
and all Stevenage could offer in 
reply was a late goal from 
Jason Soloman. 

Despite their achievements in 
the Trophy and in the FA Cup, 
not everyone at the Surrey side 


is satisfied. “It’s been a difficult 
season,” Geoff Chappie, then- 
manager. admitted yesterday. 
“We’Ve had a magnificent thru* 
in the cups but we ahmiTrl have 
done better in the Conference.” 
Another Urophy win would be 
consolation for failing to secure 
promotion to the Football 
League, however. 

As for Dagenham & Red- 
bridge, they saw off Gloucester 
City, from the Dr Martens 
League, on Wednesday. David 
Holmes gave Gloucester an 
early lead but a goal in each half 
from John Stimson turned the 
game around. Gloucester’s ef- 
forts to recover were not helped 
by a second-half red card for 
their top scorer, Dale Watkins. 

Stimson was an appropriate 
match-winner for his team, for 
he has played for three of the 
clubs who merged to form Da- 
genham & Redbridge: Leyton- 
stone & Ilford, Dagenham, 
and Redbridge Forest Al- 
though the current club have 
never been to Wembley, Da- 
genham did so four times, los- 
ing FA Amateur Cup finals in 
1970 and 71 and returning for 
Ttophy finals in 1977 and 1980, 
when they became the first 
club from southern England to 
win the tomnameaL 


better than their predecessors, 
who lost to Adetico Madrid in the 
second round of the Cup-Win- 
ners” Cup 36 years ago. 

However, Martin O’Neill’s 
team demonstrated on Xlfednes- 
day the sort of spirit and organ- 
isatkm which should serve them 
admirably continental 

oppositioaAlthougbfortnnate 
when Emerson squandered a 
chance to equalise m the dosing 
m i n utes, Leicester snbdued the 
creative hub of Middlesbrough's 
team, restricting Junmbo to one 
long-range effort. 

*A lot of teams have been dis- 
appafatmgin Europe, but we’re 
a hard-working team and will 
give it our best shot,” -the Leices- 
ter midfielder Garry Parker 
said. “Wfe are a hard team to 
beat; we work for each other, 
and weT3 just see what happens. 
But Leicester in Europe? Who 
would have believed it at the 
start of the season?” 

Qaridgc reacted with similar 
incredulity to the rewards which 
await him after a nomadic ca- 
reer spent largely in the lower 
divisions. “A lot of. people 
thought I was more hkefy to end 
op on a park bench than in Eu- 
rope,” he said. “There have 
been a lot of times when I have 
been tempted to pack it in, but 
1 stuck at it because I love the 
buzz of scoring goals." 

The Leicester chainnan, Mar- 
tin Smeaton. yesterday urged 
0*N^ to agree a longterm deal 
before his contract expires at the 
end of next season. He assured 
the manager, who has master- 
minded Leicester’s resurgence, 
that money from the dub’s sum- 
mer flotation would be made 
available for new players. 

“It is a priority to ensure that 
a successful manager- as Mar- 
tin undoubtedly is - is as secure 
as possible,” Smeaton said. 
‘TiopefuDy the Ay will come 
when Leicester can sign players 
of the quality of Juninho. Ra- 
vaneOi and Zda. If s not a dream. 
It’s what we are working for.” 





Boris Becker follows through on Ms service against Lionel Roux in the Japan Open in Tokyo yesterday. The former Wimbledon 
c ha mpion pulled a muscle in Ms right thigh and was beaten by the lfith-seeded frenchman Photograph: Reuter 

Wimbledon overrule equal pay 


Tennis 

JOHN ROBERTS 


Psst! Want two together for 
Wimbledon’s new No 1 Court? 
Consult your local clergy. Songs 
of Praise is to be recorded in the ' 
bowl of the stadium on Sunday 
1 June and shown by the BBC 
on the middle Sunday of the 
championships (29 June). How 
many women tennis players will 
be inclined to add their voices re- 
mains to be seen. 

While not exactly abandoning 
the female competitors to card- 
board city -£373,500 will go to 
the singles champion - the All 
England Club has apun de- 
clined to grant equal pnze-mon- 
ey with the men, whose singles 
champion will receive £415,000. 

“It’s still the public’s view that 
they prefer the men’s matches 


to the women’s,” John Cuny, 
the Wimbledon chairman, said 
yesterday. “Wfe look at it very se- 
riously every year. but. having 
considered all the facts, we felt 
we had no good reason to 
change the way we are.” 

The Women’s Tfennis Asso- 
ciation had asked for the dif- 
ferential to be narrowed from 
the quarter-finals onwards. 
What they got was a 5.7 per cent 
increase on last year's singles 
winner's prize. So did the men. 
The total pot- £6. 885m -is 6.5 
per cent more than in 1996. 
when the dub made a record 
profit of £29.1 m. 

Responding to the an- 
nouncement, the WTA four 
said it would continue to lobby 
the All England Chib. “There is 
a worldwide boom in women’s 
tennis, due to increased depth 
in fields and the rise of our 


young stars,” a WTA Tour state- 
ment said. “In each of the last 
four years the women's final has 
been the most dramatic of all the 
matches during the fortnight, 
while in each of the last six years 
the women have consistently de- 
livered more seeded players 
through to the quarter-finals.” 

The point that men play over 
the best of five sets is countered 
by the women’s contention that 
more rallies can be seen in their 
best of three set contests. They 
argue that the increased power 
afforded by racket technology, 
which has tended to dimmish the 
men's game as a spectacle on the 
fast grass courts, has improved 
the standard of the women's 
game. BQKe Jean King, ever a 
champion of equality, has even 
suggested that the men play 
two out of three sets. “It's bor- 
ing, five sets. This is the 1990s.” 


This year marks the 30th an- 
niversary of the last Wimbledon 
championships dosed to profes- 
sionals. After beating Britain’s 
Ann Jones in the 1967 final. King 
returned next year, when tennis 
first went (yen, to complete a hat- 
trick of triumphs. She received 
£750 in 1968, while Rod Laver 
won £24)00 for the men’s title. 

First-round losers in the 
women's singles at this year's 
Wimbledon qualifying tourna- 
ment at Roehampion will each 
receive £766 (£988 for the men). 
The All England Club is also in- 
troducing a per diem of £68 for 
the qualifying competition, half 
the daily allowance to be paid 
to players in the main draw. 

The fust open Wimbledon of- 
fered a total of £26,150 in prize 
money. This year, £48500 will 
be spent on the 35 and over 
women's invitation doubles. 


Hickman misses 100m medal ,?par snap up British meetings for Elm 
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Swimming 

James Hickman's hopes of giv- 
ing Britain a medal-winning start 
disappeared amid farce in the 
^ . first session of finals at the Wbrid 
^ Short-Course Championships in 
Gothenburg last night. 

Hickman, who qualified with 
the third-fast est time, broke his 
own national record in the 100 
metres butterfly but had to set- 
tle for fourth place. He docked 
32 scc to take 0.12sec off the 
record he set earlier this year. 
There was confusion at the 


Tulse Hill in 
move on to 
larger stage 

Hockey 

Tube HiD have come along wty 

injustlOycara.mdeed.aU he 
wav 10 Milton Keynes and me 

Women’s Inter-Leamie p^- 
offs which start this afternoon, 
writes BiU CoIwiU. . 

The South First pwsonwm- 

nera open against ColwaU ’l!^ 
STwGu and then tomorrow, 
Sinionritam the North, and 

Burv St Edmunds, ftushBBon 

Sunday against AldridfiP-^® 

M wo in the rouod-robm 

*Xul P^f^^KaTe' 

along wiA dw^^’and 
who won the Roy- 

s5B£Si , as 

last seasoiu l j>7 ^ hack. 

mined tow-in their place 


end of the race. Australia’s 
Michael Klim was initially riv- 
en the gold in an incredible 
’ world record time of 50.95sec, 
but, as the boos from the 
Swedish crowd mounted, the 
timing s were changed to give 
Lars Frolander, a local swimmer 
who bad lowered the champi- 
onship record to 51.10. in the 
heats, victory in another new 
best of 5 1 .95sec. Klinv who fin- 
ished sixth in last year’s Olympic 
games, was placed third with a 
time of 52.02, just behind his 
compatriot Geoff Huegfll. 

Hickman's medal hopes had 


Carter ’back 
in business’ 
with a 68 


David Carter, who underwent 
a brain operation just over two 
months ago, took a share of the 
early lead at the Cannes Open 
yesterday with a three- under- 
par 68. . 

The Briton, who had an op- 
eration to remove fluid from the 
twain after coflapsfag two days 
before the the Dubai Desert 
riagrfr- said he feK fine and was 

"bockinbusincss”, but he is trou- 
bled bysbort-tenn memory loss. 

“I bad to ask the caddie the 
names of mypfctyii* partners in 
the pro-am soon after they told 
me them because! lend to for- 
get things from five minutes 
ago," he said. “But I got the 

T?- nfMU awnp ricrht_ 


been raised when the Russian 
world record holder, Denis 
Pankratov, failed to qualify for 
the final after finishing only 
fourth in hk beat. However, in 
the final, Hickman, a student at 
Manchester University, was 
never in medal contention as 
Frolander set a fast pace. 

Andrew Clayton was sixth in 
the 200m freestyle, which was 
won by the Olympic silver 
medallist, Brazil’s Gustavo 
Borges. Cfaytpn docked 2mm 
47.7Isec, more than a second 
outride his best bat just inride 
his qualifying time. 


Athletics 

MIKE ROWBOTFDM 


British Athletics yesterday com- 
pleted its line-up of sponsors for 
this season’s televised meetings 
with the announcement that 
Spar had signed a three-year 
(teal worth flm. 

The supermarket chain win 
become the title sponsor of the 
British • Challenge - Great 
Britain versus an International 
Select team - at Crystal Palace 
on 17 August, one of the four key 
events which wfll be shown live 
on Channel 4 this summer. The 


British Athletic Federation's 
“Startradc” pregrammme, which 
encourages 25,000 children an- 
nually to participate in athletics 
daring school holidays, win also 
receive the chain’s backing. 

The decision over the Fed- 
eration’s bid for an annual 
grant of £5 Jim worth of Na- 
tional Lottery is likely to be de- 
termined next Friday. 

The UK Sports Council, 
which has been liaising with 
BAF for several months, wfll 
meet with members of the Lot- 
tery Sports Fund to finalise 
arrangements which are due to 
be announced on 12 May. 


“We have restructured our fi- 
nancial arrangements and 
hopefully the matter will be sort- 
ed out soon,” Matt Frazer, the 
BAF secretary, said. “We hve 
been getting the right noises 
from the UK Sports Council “ 

Meanwhile Jonathan Ed- 
wards, Britain’s Olympic triple 
jump silver medallist and world 
champion, has announced his 
intention to compete in the 
Spar European Cup Final in 
Munich this year and the Grand 
Prix meeting in Bratislava. 

Sally Gunnell, Britain’s for- 
mer world record holder in the 
400m hurdles, will have her first 


hurdles race since she her 
Olympic collapse with an 
Achilles tendon injury on 5 
June, in the Rome grand prix. 

"I have just come back from 
three weeks hard training in 
South Africa and I have sorted 
out my stride pattern, which was 
causing me problems last sea- 
son,” she said. Gunnell added 
that winning gold at this sum- 
mer’s World Championships in 
Athens was a realistic aim. 

“I was not sure that I ever 
wanted to run again after At- 
lanta. But as the months went 
by I focused on my new chal- 
lenge, getting back my title.” 


sport 

Raper 
ready to 
make his 
mark 

Rugby League 

DAVE HADF1ELD 


Castlcford believe they haw 
found the man to transform 
their dismal season: one of 
Australia’s brightest young 
coaches. The Yorkshire club, 
bottom of Super League with- 
out a point, have appointed Stu- 
art Raper, the reserve grade 
coach at Cronulla, to succeed 
John Joyner. He will arrive 
next week, in time for the match 
against Si Helens at Anficld. 

“Stuart was the stand-out 
candidate from our list of ap- 
plicants," said the Castlcford 
chief executive, Richard Wright- 
“After long discussions, he cer- 
tainly seems to be the man to 
turn things around for us. 

“Wc are in a false position 
and, if Stuart can get the best 
out of the players, wc can eas- 
ily finish in mid-table. Wc will 
add to the squad once he has 
identified the players he needs.” 

Raper, aged 32, played for 
Cronulla, Western Subtubs and 
St George, us well as ha\ing a 
season with Oldham 10 years 
ago, but he was always plagued 
by comparisons with his father, 
Johnny Raper. one of the 
game’s legendary figures. As a 
coach, however, lie has made his 
own mark, with the Cronulla 
and Australian Super League 
coach. John Lang, describing 
him as one of the best young 
coaches in the game. 

“1 have evety confidence in 
Stuart.” Lang said. “Whenever 
I called upon a player from re- 
serve grade I could rely on that 
player being ready for the chal- 
lenge - the finished product.” 
Raper has also had to stand 
down from his role as coach of 
the Australian Super League 
Under-19 side - a post that is 
testimony to his reputation for 
grooming young players. Mick 
Morgan remains in charge for 
Castleford's home game against 
Halifax on Sunday, with Raper 
due to arrive on next week. 

The bottom dub in the first 
division, Swinton, have ap- 
pointed the former Great 
Britain loose forward, Les Hol- 
liday, as their new coach. 

London Broncos will have 
the high number - for them - 
of five British players in their 
line-up against Salford tonight 
Shaun Edwards and Tuisen Tol- 
lett will be joined by the former 
Cambridge University captain, 
Adrian Spencer, at hooker and 
by two players making their full 
Super League debuts: the Scot- 
tish full-back, Nick Mardon, and 
the London-born prop, Man 
Salter, who won a place on 
Great Britain's Academy tour 
of New Zealand last year after 
just a handful of games of rug- 
by league. There is also an 
imposing newcomer on the 
bench: the 6ft Sin, 21 stone Mick 
Sea by from Brisbane. 

The Broncos will be missing 
their prop forward Russell Baw- 
den, who loses his ever-present 
record for after picking up a 
three-match ban yesterday. Bow- 
den was placed on report for a 
dangerous tackle in London’s 24- 
24 draw at Halifax last Sunday. 

Wigan have pulled out of the 
bidding for the Halifax booker. 
Paul Rowley. He has also been 
interesting Warrington, but Hal- 
ifax have stressed that they want 
him to stay at Thrum Hall. 

The Widnes referee, Stuart 
Cummings, has completed a re- 
markable double by being ap- 
pointed to take charge of the 
Silk Cut Challenge Cup final on 
3 May, just eight days after ref- 
ereeing the Test between Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand in 
Sydney. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


tied Td forgotten." . 

Carter, wio had bsrdies at the 
l(Xh. 13 th and 17th lo share die 
lead with another Briton, Paul 
Broadhurst, added: , ex- 

tremely happy because I didn’t 
Know what to -expect- coming 
back out on tour again- 
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Why this is a dangerous season for England 


A new cricket season heralds 
many things. Already there has 
been doom and gjoom from Hts- 
den, a double centuty by 
Jonathan Lewis for his new 
dub, Durham, against Oxford 
University and two days in a 
charm school for Atherton and 
his winter warriors. An exercise 
to teach them among other 
things how to behave like a 
tcaia Oh and the Australians arc 
coming too, a muscular presence 
that will give Lord MacLaurin 
and all those at the England 
Cricket Board plenty to think 
about when they draw up their 
plans for restructuring the do- 
mestic game later in the season. 

In many ways it is a danger- 
ously tricky season for English 
cricket; win the Ashes and the 
necessary changes to the struc- 
ture of county cricket may not 
go far enough: lose heavily and 
things may just become a bit too 


brutal, such as the introduction 
of two divisions. 

If it were needed, partial ev- 
idence of this has already been 
seen from the recent goings on 
at Sussex, where the rapid dias- 
pora of its more coveted talent 
to other counties is really just a 
sneak preview of what will hap- 
pen to all those languishing at the 
bottom of the second division. 

The future of county cricket 
has, financially at least, long 
been in Test cricket's pocket. 
Bizarrely, however, it is lest 
nickel that has been held iti thrall 
by the coun lies, with players’ pri- 
orities being firmly with their 
dubs and not their country. 

It is a situation that is bound 
to affect more than the odd per- 
formance at international level 
and one that is thankfully now 
being addressed with some dubs 
beginning to rest players. 

So far, despite the warnings 


of Lord MacLaurin that the na- 
tional side must start winning, 
the game is still popular. Ap- 
parently, the first four days of the 
Lord’s Tfast could have been sold 
three times over, an indicator 
that the game's finances are 
looting as healthy as ever. A 
view confirmed when Vodafone 
stepped in to replace Tetley as 
sponsors of the England team. 

But can an England side 
with two Tfcst victories from five 
Tests against two of the weak- 
est sides in the world beat a 
team who has just dispatched 
two of the strongest, in South 
Africa and the West Indies? 
England have not beaten Aus- 
tralia for 10 years, a trend the 
bookmakers at least, do not feel 
will change now, with Lad- 
brokes offering 13-2 against 
England regaining the Ashes. In 
a way, that is exactly the point 
to this time of year, a time where 


Reeve revels in 
new leading role 

Adam Szreter meets the master of the 
unconventional as he settles to the task 
of guiding Somerset’s cricket fortunes 


A s another cricket season 
wanders warily back to 
its mark, rubbing the 
new ball on old Runnels im- 
mersed in faster-acting Reverse 
Swingo. there are distinct signs 
of life in the most unexpected 
places. Lord's, for example. 
And Taunton. 

If Dermot Reeve had his 
way. cricket in England would 
not just be dragged into the 21st 
century, it would be kicking, 
screamr ng and whatever else was 
necessary to produce results. As 
captain of Warwickshire, his 
style - often controversial, al- 
ways innovative - brought un- 
paralleled success. Now, having 
been forced out of the game as 
a player by an arthritic hip con- 
dition. he has a chance to take 
his ideas a stage further as the 
new coach of Somerset. 

Reeve, the youngest of four 
brothers, lived abroad until the 
age of IS and it is perhaps not 
surprising that he approaches 
the wicket from a slightly dif- 
ferent angle. It makes him very 
difficult to pigeon-hole. He has 
as many enemies in the game as 
admirers, applauded one 
minute for turning probable 
defeat into unlikely victory, 
castigated the next for daring to 
break with tradition. Few. how- 
ever, would bet against him 
changing Somerset's fortunes 
for the fitter. 

“Peter Anderson, Somerset's 
chief executive, was actually my 
first captain when 1 was a 16- 
ycar-old making my debut for 
Hong Kong." Reeve said, ex- 
plaining his appointment. "Their 
approach was first class. I’ve al- 
ways liked playing down here 
anil I've always found it a nice 
part of the world. In mv Hong 
Kong days 1 used to come back 
in the summer and 1 started to 
follow Somerset because of 
Richards. Garner and Botham. 

“I wasn’t certain how 1 would 
t;ikc to heing a first-class coach 
straight after being a player, but 
I've come in terms with it vciy 


quickly and I must say, so far, 
lve enjoyed the coaching more 
than I did playing. The hardest 
thing is constantly analysing 
whether you should talk to a 
player about a Raw in his tech- 
nique, for example, whether 
that's going to be good for his 
confidence. I want to create what 
I feel is the right cricketing en- 
vironment for the players to be 
able to relax and play good, pos- 
itive and confident cricket," 
The contrast between Edg- 
baston. and Taunton is some- 
thing Reeve is having to adapt 
Lo. “The pace of life here'sa bit 
slower, people are a bit more 
laid back generally. But it's dif- 


‘I want to create 
the right cricketing 
environment for 
the players to be 
able to play good, 
positive and 
confident cricket’ 


ficult to compare the clubs at 
this stage, and I don't want to. 
You have to talk to the players 
about experiences but you don’t 
want to harp on about ‘this is 
what we used to do at War- 
wickshire.' " 

One of those players. M usb- 
laq Ahmed, will be ’expected to 
play a leading role as a wicket- 
taker. and Reeve wfll be only too 
happy to have the Pakistani on 
his side ai lasL He remembers 
being dismissed by Mushtaq in 
llw 1*192 World Cup final in 
Melbourne, os well as in the lost 
World Cup. 

“We had a team meeting and 
Ray Illingworth said. ‘Can any- 
body pick him?' from his leg- 
break to his gpogly. I just put my 
hand up straight away because 


Lloyd batters rookies 


JON CULLEY 


reports from Headingley 
Yorkshire 289 and 34-1 
Lancashire 482 


On balance it war* nm a good 
day for Yorkshire, who lost 
their dh wen overseas player, an- 
nounced an immediate re- 
placement. but then saw their 
rookie howlers suffer a fearful 
battering at the hands of greedy 
Lancashire batsmen, led by 
Graham Uoyd‘> merciless 225. 

Darren Lehmann filled the 
•up created by Michael Slater’s 
selection for the Australian 
Ashes party. A 27 -year-old left 
-handed hat.sman from South 
Australia. Lehmann has not 
fullilcd the promise of his ear- 
ly years hut may make an impact 
in county cricket none the loss. 

A Sheffield Shield debutant 
at 1 7. lie was named in an Aus- 
tralian Test side 1 2 two days be- 
fore lu’s 2<Uh hirthdav. The 


international career did not 
happen but he remains one of 
his country's most consistent 
run-scorers in domestic cricket. 

His runs in the Shield 
with South Australia and Vic- 
toria have been made at an av- 
erage of 51.73. including at 
53.33 in first-class games this 
season, balling mostly at No 3. 
He made a career-best 255 for 
South Australia. 

Yorkshire had approached 
Lehmann on a just- in -case ba- 
sis and their cricket chairman. 
Boh Platt, said: “I'm confident 
that we have secured a player 
who will give us excellent service. 
Lehmann is an aggressive run- 
maker and also has a reputation 
as a good catcher at slip.” 

He will make his debut 
against Lancashire in the Ben- 
son and Hedges Cup at Old 
Trafford on 2N April. 

Yorkshire’s young bowlers 
hud a chance (o draw attention 
to themselves here yesterday but 
did not enjoy the experienre as 


Derek Pringle looks at the direction of 
the new season as England A and The 
Rest prepare for today's curtain-raiser: 


them m 1999, an exparment now 
cancelled by ^popular demand 
from the counties, who fad they 
cannot do without them. 

Britain seems booked on 


all of us can hope and dream 
that those who deal in proba- 
bilities will be proved wrong. 

Instead of plague and pesti- 
lence. however - which all vis- 
iting heavenly bodies arc 

supposed to bring - Hale-Bopp 

has instead left us with a 
drought. This may have brought 
a thousand rural curses beyond 
the boundary rope, but spin 
bowlers and batsmen are al- 


gers and bats into various oils 
and imprecations in anticipation 
of a bumper season on bone dry 
pitches and outfields. 

This lack of rain is not likely 
to help England whose batsman 
will have to contend not only 


with Shane Whine but Michael 
Sevan too. Similarly, our seam 
bowlers prefer a bit of grass and 
moisture to help hone their 
cutting edge. Somehow Aus- 
tralia must be prevented from 
achieving scores over 400. 

Now that the Australian 
squad has been announced, 
leaving some counties such as 
Yorkshire and Surrey engaged in 
a mad dash to find an overseas 
player, the question again aris- 
es whether they are a necessary 
part of the summer game? 

With so many countries now 
engaged in year-round activity, 
the quality of imports is not al- 
ways guaranteed. Indeed, there 
was goiqg to be a moratorium on 


as most Premier divirioa football 
dubs, are full of expensive for- 
eign produce. In fact, the latest 
trend in cricket is not with over- 
seas players, who have bom 
around smee before the war, but 
with foreign coaches. 

Dav Whatmore at Lan- 
cashire, John Wright at Kent, 
Les Stillman at Derbyshire and 
Dave Gilbert at Surrey are just 
four of a burgeoning number 
now installed aronrid the coun- 
ties: surely a more telling fac- 
tor to support Wisden 's claims 
that the game is stagnating. 

Personally, I feel overseas 
players can add a certain frisson 
to a club. As long as the player 
in question has more than 20 


y, then a coun- 
ty' is for more likely to learn 
things from him, than vice ver- 
sa: the perennial complaint lev- 
elled at overseas professionals. 
If Surrey can overcome the loss 
of their Australian Brandon Ju- 
lian, they could break their 26 
year drought in the- Champi- 
onship, although Leicestershire 
are unlikely to take any chal- 
lenge on their rifle lightly. 

For people hoping for a' 
closely fought Ashes series 
there were encouraging signs in 
New Zealand that Atherton 
had finally put together the 
kin d of team he had come dose 
to foigiag four years ago in the 
West Indies: before Raymond 
Illingworth rode in and stamped 
his contusion on proceedings. 

With a settled and balanced 
unit there will - unless England 
lose the first three Tests heavily 
- be only one of two places for 


the bopefifis playing m tod f h . 
game at Edgbaston, where «£ 
England A side, ufl*’ 
Adam Hollfoake, take on 
Rest, led by Mark Rampraka>n 
Mind you, with Athene 
possibly about to have his 
tectorial vote revoked, it will £ 
interesting to see if both Mu* 
Gattiflg and Graham Gow* 
have been given leave by their 
counties to eye the talent 
view, Gettiag the selection*- 
right this summer will be cru- 
cial if the Ashes is to be a con F 
test and not a catastrophe. 
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the previous year Td read him 
in a county game. J didn't pick 
all his deliveries immediately, 
but after a few I managed to pick 
him for the rest of the innings. 
The next day in the group match 
at Karachi I tried to drive his 
googly down to long-off, left a 
gate and it turned back and 
clean bowled me. The England 
boys found it highly amusing.” 

For the forsceable future 
Reeve's views will be confined 
largely to Taunton, where he has 
already introduced financial in- 
centives for players to achieve 
certain fitness levels and where 
- at the request of his captain. 
Peter Bowler- Reeve will be in 
charge of selecting the side. But 
he also has dear ideas about the 
direction the game in general 
should be going in this country. 

“If you take Somerset as an 
example, down here ifs a big. 
retirement area and most of our 
membership are elderly. I feel 
it’s very important that cricket 
competes with other summer 
sports, to catch youngsters' 
imaginations. In Australia their 
imagination was captured by 
Kerry Packer with coloured 
clothing, night cricket, music at 
grounds, electronic score- 
boards. Youngsters are attract- 
ed by music and colour. 

“We want to get promising 
young athletes and sports peo- 
ple to think, ‘Well I might fan- 
cy being a cricketer'. If you take 
the Neville brothers at Man- 
chester United, both young 
cricketers on the Lancashire 
books: but if you've got the 
choice of playing for Manches- 
ter United or Lancashire, well, 
Manchester United at the 
minute is going to win. 

“It’s important that we make 
the game appealing to young 
people, and if it means that a 
few of the elderly members at 
clubs arc in disagreement or 
don’t like it, well as long as we 
get the youngsters in maybe 
that's something that we just 
have to accept. 
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Dermot Reeve: Tve enjoyed the coaching more than I did playing* 


“In Australia all the young- 
sters want to be cricketers. 
Everyone over there knows 
who Shane Warae is and who 
Mark Taylor is. Would young- 
sters here know who Alec Stew- 
art is? At the moment most of 
them are turning towards foot- 
ball or rugby now that it's be- 
come professional. Look at 
Liam Botham, he’s gone for 
rugby instead of cricket.” 

As a captain. Reeve had few 
peers in the county game, so due 
note should be taken of his 
opinions on that particular sub- 
ject. Of Mike Atherton’s reap- 
pointment as England captain 
for the season, Reeve said: “I 
wish Michael all the best for the 
summer. I hope England win 
every single match, and 1 hope 
that Michael improves his own 


performances in one-day 
cricket. 

“I think he’s a wonderful 
Test batsman, but in the last 
three one-day internationals, 
he has only averaged IS and his 
strike rate per 100 balls is only 
54. If the whole side scored at 
that rate you’d only make 162 
in 50 overs. But there are only 
three one-day games before the 
Ashes contest, therefore it prob- 
ably is the sensible decision.” 

Alternatives? “Nasser Hus- 
sain's a very fine cricketer bur 
I've never sat down and talked 
tactically with Nasser or had him 
in my side. He may have the best 
cricket brain in the country, I 
don't know. For the future I 
would say Adam Hollioake of 
Surrey is a leader, and without 
a shadow of a doubt Nick 


Knight. Hell be a veiy compe- 
tent captain, and if be was to ce- 
ment his place as an England 
batsman 1 would see him in a 
few years’ time competing with 
Hollioake for the job ” 

The opening chapter of 
Reeve’s recently published au- 
tobiography deals with one of 
the trickiest periods of his pro- 
fessional life. When Brian Lara 
was setting records right, left and 
centre under Reeve's captaincy 
at Warwickshire, the two did not 
always sec eye to eye and Reeve 
was unhappy not to have got 
more support from the club. 

“It’s difficult to look back at 
the Lara thing. 1 try not to look 
back in the past, it’s ver- im- 
portant not to become too in- 
troverted, but in cricket it's 
quite a natural thing to do at 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


times. You have to focus on your 
own job and make sure that 
your self-esteem is in tact. If 
Somerset win things, there will 
be a lot of negatives that the 
players get from the public. You 
will get jealousies, problems 
will arise through success. 

“But all we do is chase a red 
ball around a field to entertain 
people. We chase it, we hit it, 
we run. We don’t save lives. 
We’re not doctors or mission- 
aries. Those are your real he- 
roes. People will try to make 
you feel very important, but 
we're no more important than 
the laity who serves the tea, the 
man who goes out to open the 
gale. I want the players to re- 
alise tbaL I want them to be 
good people. I want them to be 
a nice team.” 
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Lancashire overturned the 
home county's advantage in the 
first -class Roses friendly, ending 
the day with a lead of 159. 

One wicket down overnight. 
Lancashire soon slipped to 1 1 1 
for 5. a long way adrift of York- 
shire's first-innings total. 

The slide was arrested when 
Mike Walkinson struck a bold 
45 off 34 balls and this innings 
proved the catalyst for a dra- 
matic change in the contest. 

As tut attack including live 
bowlers with an average age of 
21 began to suffer for their 
greenness on an unhelpful pitch, 
the partnership of Lloyd and Ian 
Austin took advantage, adding 
24S runs in only 3 1 overs, a sev- 
enth-wicket record both for 
Lancashire and by any side 
against Yorkshire. 

'Austin hit 17 fours but was 
eclipsed by Lloyd's extraordi- 
nary approach, which look him 
to 101 off 76 balls. 152 off. 104 
and 200 off 130 before he fell 
to 151st delivery he faced. 


Boiling has decisive 
spell against Oxford 


Bishop checks India 


TONY COZIER 


David Boon last night cele- 
brated his first win as captain nf 
Durham, after James Boiling, 
bis uff-spinner, turned the 
match in the county side's 
favour against Oxford Univcr- 
sity at The Parks. 

Boon, the former Australian 
Test player, had to be patient as 
the students showed they had 
learnt much from their careless 
first innings by tailing with im- 
pressive caution m their second, 
seemingly towards a draw. How- 
ever. Boiling, the former Surrey 
player who has disappointed 
since his move north, look 3 for 
21 in a fate deceive spell to break 
the University side’s resistance 
and secure a 97-run victory. 

The pace bowler, Simon 
Brown, made the initial break- 
through, hut a determined half- 
century from Cheian Patel and 
James Avetis's 42 delayed the 
vicloty march until Boiling's in- 
tervention. 


ON WEDNESDAY IT WAS THEM. 

Draw date: 16 <'4/97. Tho winning numbers: 3, 0, 9. 19, 37, 40. Bonus number: 25. 
Tola' Saiev>: £2^.712,82 , 3. P«iZe fund: £11.570.773 {45% of ticket sales). 
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MdtcH 6 Inch pot* ... 


NO. OF WINNERS 


AMOUNT FOR 
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£1.666. 11J 


TOTAL EACH TIER 


£3.332.228 
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Dean Jones was the other 
Australian skipper with reason 
to be cheerful yesterday after 
taking Derbyshire to victory by 
an innings and 12 runs against 
Cambridge University at Fen- 
ners. Devon Malcolm claimed 
two victims, sending back Stef- 
fen Jones for 18 and Jim Freeth 
for just a single, to finish with 
3 for 54 as the students were dis- 
missed far 156 after resuming 
on a precarious 104 for 6. 

Cambridge had lost their 
seventh wicket without adding 
to their total when Kevin Dean, 
who took three wickets in six 
balls yesterday, had David 
Churton caught without addi- 
tion to his 15. 

Vince Clarke wrapped up 
the win in bizarre fashion fry 
having Ed How caught for a 
duck off the last ball before 
lunch when the batanan gave 
himself out, much to the sur- 
prise nf the umpire Ray Julian. 


First-class matebes 

1 5«orid day of Uxn) 

Yorkshire v Lancashire 
HEAWNGLEY: Today: UL30 l 
Lancaster* w*r too 

TOBKSHWE - Rm HantnB 289 (B anker 89 

NJ. M J WDM 61, G Yana 4-461 

1AWCASMR£-Rmmnta^ 

(CMsngrn: 45 tv i> 

PCMateWfiH Hag&m —35 

»j i Hsfnos b Ksntebawsn 21 

ARmJWfBWhaf 9 

N H FmtBMJW b BOTy 21 

C D Umd c Bum b JUnsRm 225 

■M Wapwrun c Uoioi u Stenv „ 45 

t D AuSw 9 ptwnjr, b Stamp JS3 

Q Wie> fa* b 5iBfnp — - .-...-2 

RJ freon not out 12 

PJMaraneRutierbHamlten ... 

Extras flue. 

Tote) (64.4 were) 


reports from Georgetown, 
Guyana 

India 57-1 v West Indies 


India, needing a rare victory to 
square the series, made a tor- 
tured stan to the fifth and final 
test against the West Indies here 
yesterday. 

India's captain, Sachin Ten- 
dulkar. said before the toss it 
was “a matter of do or die” and, 
when he correctly predicted 
the fall of the coin, he gained 
an immediate advantage on a 
pitch traditionally Ideal for bat- 
ting over the first half of the 
match but progressively favour- 
ing spin towards the end. The 
openers Nayjot Singh Sidftu 
and Ajay Jadeja took their re- 
sponsibility of providing a sol- 
id start to the extreme and, off 
27 oveis before lunch India, had 
eked out 38 runs for the loss of 
Jadeja. 


The West Indies made no 
concessions to spin in spite of 
the known character of the 
Bourda surface, maintaining 
their policy of pure pace with 
four fast bowlers. But the 22- 
year-old leg-spinner Rawl 
Lewis, who has been in their 
squad of 13 all through the se- 
ries without getting a game, 
found himself on the field from 
the very start but onty as a sub- 
stitute. Roland Holder had his 
mouth cut during fielding prac- 
tise just before the toss and was 
unable to take his place in the 
announced 1 1 . Without a back- 
up batsman available, the West 
Indies were given permission by 
the accommodating Tbndulkar 
to use a substitute until Hold- 
er recovered. 

Both Jadeja and Sidhu sur- 
vived simple catches in the 
catching arc between keeper and 
gully that would have given the 
West Indies prompt ascendan- 
cy. Jadeja was four when Stuart 
Williams spilled a straightfor- 


SCOREBOARD 


Putt 1-32, 2-52. 3*9. 4-103, 5-111, 6-173, 
7-4M, 8-445. M82. 

B oni ng HMtm 18 A 397-1 Wwf 15-2-61- 
l: Hoaprt 20-4-110-1; IWvwa 133-74- 
1; Batw frO-H-i; Sternp 13-1-65-3 
YOOCSiMRe - Second liwlngt 

MPIMuncfrrtnxhvbFfcmff 10 

M J wood m out £1 


S Roltna 79. D M Jaw* 56. V P Girts 57: J W 
0 Frag* 4-1011, 

CWBSME IMV - Second hntn* 
towmwclMtafffl 

RO Janes not our „_57 


DByaintta*^ 


-0 


ToMHW 1.22 nwi) 34 

Bowline Memn 6-3-164: (keen a-* 12-0: 
HnaS 3-2-3- 1; JUSW 3-3 2-0 
Unpim: K E Palrrwr and R A Whne. 

IHfW dav ol tnrm) 

CambridSoltnivv DccbysHre 
FCNHEirS: OndwMn boat C*n*rW*oO(*. 
vanity tv m Ins# Mid 12 ran* 

GmMVe (JMeRfly won Ms* 

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY - FV*t Mi«) 185 
rET&nlthffil. 

-482 DQffiYSHtRE - not IndDC* 363 hr 7 doc, 14 


D R H Churton c Jaw ft Doan , 

PS Jones ft Maicotm 

J W 0 Fraeth ft Mefcolm 
E J How e Boras ft cm* 
extras (ml)- 


.15 


....16 

—J 


_0 


Total (44 uvenl- 


.1 


-1M 


...A 

.18 


ft* 1-39. 344. 3-59. 4-74. 5-74, B-74. 7-104. 
5-146,9-151. 

Bniflne «*otm 163-54-3: DeFMtaa 8-4-21- 
3i Cme 7-1-23-1; Dean 9-1-39-4: Vandrau 1- 
1-Wfc Haytiusi E-l-UKL 
Omptrae: R Jufcon and U R Bannn. 

Oxford Ualvv Durham 

UE PARKS: Ourftam wen loss 
PUHMM - Ptat tantatfs 363 fcr 2 dec U J B 

U*« 210 no- P 0 Gobi&mi MTU 

MFOBO UWVOBsnY - Rrat tmlo^ 153 


ward chance to his right at third 
slip off Courtney Whlsh. Sidhu 
was eight when, driving at 
Franktyn Rose, he sliced an un- 
accepted catch over his head to 
Ian Bishop at gully. 

Bishop atoned soon after- 
wards when he found Jadeja's 
inside edge as he made a be- 
lated decision to withdraw his 
bat to one just outside off 
stump. After lunch Sidhu and 
Rahul Dravid made more of an 
effort at scoring and after half 
an hour of the second session 
had advanced India to 57 for 1. 

Rrat day (luncftl: ftvte won toss 
MMA-HrttSBnkigs 

AD Jadeja c Browns b BBftop a 

N S Sidhu not out " "~-n 

R E Dram not out ~ 

Bam i4>3. nt>3i ..... 

Total (ttarlf 

Ml 32. 

To bat *S R TflMMar. M Aiamun, tf4 Rttaw 
» A K^. S JMN. D OSST AltaS 

BMftas (ft AindroM M-l* Bwnp 
wwai 5-3-lM: ttoop- 

fit Ivvv. 

WEST INDIES: S L CampbtH. S C WWana. s 
Oandwwul. B C Lara. C L Hooper, R i c Hold. 
W._tC0 Broano. I R BOMP. CEL Amtxo^. F 
A Rose, -C A Welsh. "™oae.r 

Umptras: Q Shore (Eng) and E NKttfH (Wt). 


MMUH > sacou hnta£B 144 for 8 doe 
OXKRO UMVBtsnY - SMond hadnei 

ronendgic a lot i) 

J E Havnra bw a Brawn . 

CGRUenjMtcSpa^bCoraiatood 45 

-f. 

A P Sennl tun 04 “"'"S 

J MM AwracKMeen b Boinc "" ° 

DPMMWBwbBoBoft^!. 

J J Bull not out 
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.0 

33 

3*7 


E«»W» 108. Itiia.’ntanilT 
Total (874. TtJ 

86111 W-7-434J: 

Um P* w * J H Horn ana N A lueruet. 
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Last wane BACSMk 

SL Uth; astf 
NatWeaqiautw-TtytL* 

Captain: 

Dean Jones 
tjj Coacfc 
LwEMman 


^stj^wreSttlAh; 
ffggcS' a- 18m: BAH fflnal; 
tewta aodmunt 

®S6 OsSdBoor 


4 is I. 1 U- 1 : Ui^. 
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mdscape 


ifcii&ftf on (hr 
drifflN. 


**« «o" power 
kUttkcoairul. I 


kUttkcmi 

j ff * 1 

ujU before 


fiwm 

& A huge 
Am towards 


gftlir**"!! or M3 



?ua - L«EMm« 

They nave the firepower in De- Afterhl - 

von Malcolm. pSpDefrettas " bottom of 

Andrew Hants and ^ 

and the batting has ****** 

balance' of paweMiayfChd? v**?' ^ ^ tflfferen “ ** 

Adams), 

Dean Jones) and deoendS^ toS?* former Australian 
WmBanS.T^^SrS » Boon. Hn 

alMo^ofth^^SS^ ?^«as manager-captain, 
bre in Donate Srk^SSLStL' Tasmaf iia’s favourite son 

on the professional a^p^te 

jeisskss r 2a£rS 
’ mssa as jmr—ss 

Lac^rshre in the Champion- etsthjsyear.Andhe canomect 

^n^ , ’ meyd0Sta ‘ aCK •^taTSfiTSSK 

rapkSy ‘ m Prew'ngseamer. David 
have to h® 005 ba® also matured as an off- 
rmde of GuJ Khan as an occa- spirvrer.fisw counties earned as 

^S?LSlrSlir er an L a ,ittle many b0wfin g bonus points as 
^N^Th-easternerstestsum- 
h lSS^ teU ?. 0fl4xeate - mer - Batting was the problem. 

Mike Rosebeny has spent a 
fected^ this summer's Ashes winter regrooving hts technique 
tour, but there is a little cloud with his oid Middlesex mentor 
hovering over his fitness. The Don Bennett Nick Speak has 
Victonan proved himself, in been s&ied from Lancashire to 
tandem wrtfi fellow Australian bolster the upper order and Msr- 
les Stillman, the coach, to be tin Speight, a batsman of 
-an exceptionally good motiva- proven quality, will double up as 
tor, as well as possessing 00 - wicketkeeper in an effort to 
dies of ciass, allowing him to lengthen the order and theytfco 
lead by example. But the side have Jon Lewis from *=«*»: 
will have to work harder for Boot wffl be a notable addition, 
everything, there are a lot of oth- His 107 Tests bear witness to 
er hungry teams out there this his experience and he win no 
time around. doubt be eager to add to his 50 - 

ZSZWS^0S aa QM-fira^lass centuries. 

OUh Allan Warner [retired). Simon Base »*SP«* 

OVERSEAS PLAYS: David Boon (Tas- 
mania and Ausoala). 



IMMIHK flld-Sjft:' 
SL lTBc BUT zona* 
N&vtest tafias. 
C^MivnxMdBrd 
Coachta* ui i mft a nf’ 
tethHBttar 


blossom 
new season 


Lucky enough to be avowed to 
keep the rrianeflous Ground 
taferits of Australian Stuart Law, 
who rfid so much for them last 
summer; but even without Wm 
there is pterty of promsingyeuth 
on the up in the.fikes of fast 
bowler Ashley Cowan an d as 
much fife as ever in thfr old 
hangdog Graham Gooch, 43 
and going on for evec They 
made a shrewd siting in the 
winter, snapping up the Mghty 
talented aB-rounder Danny Law 
from Sussex and. with Mark Bctt 
and Ronnie Irani firing on ail 
fronts agon, they represent a 
formidable aH-round team. .. 

There will be no John ChBds. 
but Paul Grayson has seined In 
toe south-east and atthoi&i he 
may want to be regarded as a 
regular batsman end occa- 
sional tweaker; it is Bkefy that 
Essex win look to him to gve toe 
superbly consistent off-spinner 
Peter Such vital support in toat 
area. 

Nasser Hussain wOl be 
missed. England c aSs are like- 
ly to deprive Essex of him for al- 
most half the summer; but in 
his absence the experienced 
captain. Paul Prichard, who hit 
form with the bat late last year, 
can expect pertinent contribu- 
tions from Darren Robinson 
and wicketkeeper Robert 
Rollins. With two Laws to make 
use of, their prospects for toe 
summer shift up a gear from toe 
possible to the probable. 

Bfc Dwty Lav (Sussex); ten Ftane^n. 
OUT: John afttt (raQ; Jonaftan Lews 
CXi/tiamJ; Nick DertysWre (reO- 
OVBSEAS PIASTER: Stmt Lav (QUBCns- 
t&nd and Au&os&a}. 
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MatWest. 2nd. 

. Captahc 
-f SIbw Marsh 
•i; Code 
2 John Wrtgrt 

This is a serious outfit They m^< 
have tost coach Daryl Foster and, 
more si^iificantiy, Carl Hooper, 
arguably one of the best over-, 
seas signings of recent times, 
but look who has replaced 
them. New Zealand’s John 
Wright will provide innovative ap- 
proaches on the coaching front 

drawing on an exem^anr Test ca- 
reer. while Zimbabwe's leg spin- 
ner Paul Strang could prove the 
signing of the season. 

Ben before Strangs arrival the 
attack would have been one of 
the most potent around. Mar- 
tin McCague is one of the quick- 
est ot the circuit when he b fired 
up, whjte-DeanHead^provid- 
ing he can overcome his chron- . 
tohipprOUerrL^flllbea'gpodbet’ 
to pass 50 wfcketsforthe sea- 
son. He claimed three hat-tricks 
test summer (MeCegue also 
managed one) and made a 
huge impression on England A's 
tour of Australia. On his day he 
can also bat a bit 
Talking of batting, Alan wells 
wfflwantto prove* point or two 
to Sussex and the England se- 
lectors. Trevor Ward can be re- 
lied upon to be his usual prolific 
best am Matthew Walker and . 
Nigel Uong are both now ac- 
complished batsmen capote of 
bulkflng big Innings. Add the re- 
liability of captain Steve Marsh, 
Matthew Fleming's explosive 
power play and an in -form Gra- 
ham Cowdrey and you have the 

elements of success. 

DC Alan Wrts CSuBsem ; Rotwt Kay: Aten 

' (BSdcm wieata. Mboire«s*»don 

maicti by irweh -bass). __ 

W03J frxfles commft- 
fteLj;Nea7w»crCta- 


DavWtamos 



Jack Branshow 


They have nothing to prove on 
the one-day front, so it will be 
interesting to see If new coach 
Dav Whatinore, an Australten 
who masterminded Sri Lanka's 
wonderfU WorW Cup victory in 
1S96 (a one-day contoetitlon it 
has to be said), can marshal I toe 
not inconsiderable playing re- 
sources at toe country's biggsst 
dub and steer them tothe more 
ftiflBng triumph of a County 
Championship, . while at the 
same time keeping them fo- 
cused on the Brnhed-overs com- 
petitions at which they have 
excelled for so tong. 

They bristle with talent ca- 
pable of challenging for the 
tongar-format crown. Waslm 
: Akram win be with them and he 
can inspireadutch of youngBr 
home-grown bowlers, Richard 
Green and AnkewPtattiT in par- 
ticular, as weH as Peter Martin 
and Glen Chappie. Buttoe spe- 
cialist spinners, toe Gays, Keedy 
and Vtites, need to take more 
than toe 28 wickets they man- 
aged between them last yeac 

The betting has to pull up its 
socks a itttie way as well Gra- 
ham Lloyd is capable of turning 
a match on his owrv Stephen 
Ttehard Is no slouch either and 
Jason GaHian and Neil Fair-. 

brother are proven performers fn 

all forms of the game. Wicket- 
keeper Warren Hegg wields toe 
vritow to giod purpose end, when 
Errand do not want them, Mike 
Atherton and John Crawley have 
been known to bat a bit as wefl. 

nfc Nona. 

OUT. Steve Qumrtti/ (md; MX Speak 
I Durham); Daw! Thompson (nri). 

layer utam Akram <PW 


Never tes so much been owed 
by so many to so few. They used 
just 13 players in lifting the 
Oiarn^Dnsfiipfromundereveiy- 
one's noses. OK, they had their 
shareofluck-lhereverenosig- 
nfficant IrfutaB to tay players and 
opponent s underestimated toeir 
capabifities. Perhaps the oppo- 
sition were cflstracted by toe now 
famous huddte. instigated by toe 
captain, Jotws Whitaker, whose 
own return to classy frorm with 
the bat coincided with some 
spectacLdar stuff from other 
members of the side. 

Vince Wells had an annus 
mrrabMs and was one of four 
players to pass 1,000 runs in 
theChampionship. Butbowthey- 
wiTI miss Phil Simmons. Vfest to- 
dies’ demanding schedule 
leaves him so Illtie time to de- 
vote to Leicestershfrathattoey 
have been forced to took else- 
where for an overeeas player, 
that and the fact that everyone 
else has now wised up to them 
suggests that they will not find 
things as easy this yean 

Still they have promising 
youngsters by the dress! ng- 
roomftiB. Darren Mack*/ Is a pre- 
cocious batemanwith aspirations 
on the bowling front Matthew 
Brimson has emerged as a slow 
left-arm bowler of tremendous- 
potential and worked wefl in tan- 
dem with the off-spinner Adrian 
Pierson. David MHIns and Alan 
Multeity always cause problems, 
while Gordon Parsons and WfeHs 
will provide Invaluable back-up. 

»*: Anarole Thomas 
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OUn M Skmwtt West Mu com- 
mftmeran Sriore (W); Wnca date 
rDartiySftrtKtolos Ramjr Wfl. 


(jlenda Cooper 


SOMERSET 


SURREY 


SUSSEX 


LMtMosofvBACllxh; b£qp 

sjwr ^ 

^leKmSSSan 

S2S5 OMye !•-:>>" “uaN Dwid Gilbert 

lApTTrUI nwv 


Dermrtfteeve could yet proveto 
fa thalpltin the oyster. The new 
feoach wffl be helped by a new 
Captain Peter Bovte: Theycodd 
^^^^earitttplpslve compound. And 
- — - Jof causer there is Mushtaq 

— — fthmed, toe Ptfdstani leg-spfrtrfrng 

juaestio. Heisa match winner, 
t not even he can do It an. 
The. pace attack of Andy 
Sck and Andre van Troost, 
r-’ support from ail-rounder 
feraham Rose and Kevin Shine, 
iiastb do its share of the work 

?nd remain free of Injuiy, or the 
win them- 

— '^asehieswtlh a deal of unexpected 
'^psponsU»>i tfCaddickdoestoo 

r .-;^.wetl then Somerset could lose 
» • ;«fhlnt.to England anywajt 
/ Theijetter^ has been patchy. 

Lathwell and Marcus 
m -^r.^ TrescothfeK must establish 
“ themselves once and for all as 

jftT an opening pair; both have an 

*£■:.&] inordinate wnount of talent 

M ; . '' Bowler proved he can produce 

the gpQds, Robbie Turner can 
t stick around when it counts, as 

can new vice-captain Richard 
Harden, an attractive stroke- 

jfl E' pia^v^theaccawneBcws. 

■H: Phan HoBow^ made the tian- 

Sfanfrdmwidretkeepertospe- 

cWstbatsmanwnhadegreeof 

SV suttssandlfSinionEcciesaone 

IV comesoffas an aB-rounder mine 

He! .... . r r< flref 


Having finally.dlscovered the art 
of winning by lifting the Sunday 
League title, they look capable 

on paper and on gas of sweep- 
ing the board, if th^cto rot do 

so. it will not .be down to lack 

of desire. Under a new captain. 

the marvellously talented Adam 
Hollioake and the guidance of 
David Gilbert, the sky looks to 
be toe IhtiL The decision to r^y 

on home-grown talent now that 

Brendon Julian is wanted by Ais- 
tralla means youn^ters like 
Ben Hollioake, Adam's younger 
brother, will get a chance. 
Hoiltoake is bursting with 


UM Mason: BAC 
12th: a 14th; BSH 
zonal; NalWeaQF. 
CaptakE Pax Moores 
OoaO aa: Desmond 
Haynes, CD* Waflor 


his name at least in the one- 
day side. Like fast bowler Aloe 
Tudoc the En^andUndo^ 

player is ripe for introduction to 
tep^Jasscrictet.'fodorisqi**- 

er than most a thinking 

■ llUA/ir'e OfVI 


could prove toe 

seamers Martin Bicknell and 

Joey Benjamin. 

Hollioake Snr oozes class with 
the bat as do Altttor Brown, 

Daren Bicknell and the Ehgand 

ail-rounder Chris Lewis. Dp 011 ' 
er Mark Butcher will be press- 


season as a coa* cotrtd end on 
attumphwrtnote to one orotn- 
er of foe competition^^ ^ 


WtsasB ttowSSd 
wcte); teyan Uam 

outStae It* ^e****&ZS 1 ' 
►tax** ©tanwtw: J«"V 

Muuwa 

■IlMtM Bta AM PaWstanl. 




irtenBCWini iu» — 2 . 

honours after a succes^JA 

tour, and of course Alec Stew- 
art and Graham Thorpe arete 
toelr pomp and prime. In toe 
past they have lacked a firet- 

^epinner, but ton 

has arrived, hoping The Oval 

!5i 

OVHSfitePlAYBtNona. ; 


After the sort of wfnterth^ have 
had to endure, this summer 
looks Bke being uphiU-afl the way.- 
No Alan WeBs. lanSaBsbury, Mar- 
tin Speigit Oarviy Law and, of 
course, Ed addins. One or two 
gpod dtgnkv have sift been made 
and \fesbert Drates came in® hb 
own late last ammer and showed 
himseff a ganutoe eti-raundec 
The chwigas off the flew, 
though, appear to have had a 
positive,- galvanising effect 
Coach Desmond Haynes and 
captain Peter Moores still have 

plenty of Talentto draw on. Pace 
bowler James Wrtiey will have 
extra responsibility until such 
time as Jason Lewry is fit 
enougi to resume Ns caieec He 
fe not expected to have recov- 
ered from a back Injury much 
before the haif-way mark in the 
season and that will putan in- 
toteraWe burden on the attack. 
They do have a leg-spinner, 

Amer Khan having joined from 

Middlesex, while Nicholas 

Phiffips, now some the years Into 

his courtly career, will be ex- 
pected to contribute wickets to 
the cause with his off-spin. 
Runs Should not be a prob-. 

lem. BBI Atoey is still around and 
making scores, and much will 
depend on him.: NeH Lenham 
and Ifeito Greenfield to draw on 

toelr experience and provide toe 

foundations for big innings. 

jwnes Pyemora. ■ 
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Ashley Ctiles 

. (Wawickshire) ■ ‘ t • ' r:- V 
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James Kirtley 


VUoi^SplanKi 

Age: -21. Spec&Hy:, Baiting, ' . V 
pff-qjin«r^ alErounde^ :■ . 


-He may have : beertbofn : OT 
1 April, but'SoJartiti te^ne-fool. A 
genutoeprospect \^Kjcahnbt r *' 

: only, bat-^nd bowl,' tkrt-hasalso; 
proved himseff to te one of the., 
finest fielders aroitedr displaying 
an athleticism |todegili^that : - 
alfowshim togo-:where'no'feld«- 
has gone before^ Ha heectettf j. 
•turn 'fifties ffito hundreds blit he 
sta finished. irnpiesSvely. fast” 
season', tiwd.in Worcestershire's 
batting avera^s "f734 -a 43;1^> 
and fifth in the. btwrik^ his - . . ; 
dff-spinrealising 26'vrickets at - . 
3134. He-alstthangohjo ei^it- 
catohes*r good measifre. He* , : 
should not have long-to wait - 
beffote’hd'goesdnio higher 


UUkfWI ■ V — — rr — : _ 

assess* 


OVERSEAS PtAYDt Vtafft 0rtf*9 
©•rtsadas). - • - 


GLAMORGAN 1 GLOUCS 


tati—qn-ancmtn- 
si ism; e*H QF; 

NKMtalSL 


' 5ifh Alar Jonas 



ItaMOPOtcSaCmry 
SL ism B&H OF; 
N«west 2 na. 
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MarXABcyne 


in; test season's. 

Ghartfatonship he took55wickEts 


The King of Swing, Waqar 
\bunis, is in town. Already sup- 
porters in the principality are 
hugging each other in antici- 
pation of seeing the Pakistani 
test bowler get opposing bats- 
man rocking and reding to his 
toe-breaking tune. But he 
does not arrive until earty 
May, and news of his latest In- 
jury may delay hts arrival even 

further. 

When he does get there it is 
hard not to see him inspiring 
the county to something or oth- 
er. But no one player is bigger 
than the #me. Waqar has to 
stay free of injury end he will 
need support from the other 
end. 

As Surrey, and pretty well 
everyone else for that matter, 
has discovered, Wteqar works 
best In shorter bursts and with 
an older ball. He can count on 
more than support from the 
ever-willing, and always dan- 
gerous, Steve Watidn. Then 
there is toe off-spin of Robert 
Croft and the orthodox slow left- 
arm bowling of Dean Coskec. 

Couple an that to a batting 
order in which four players 
passed 1.450 runs last season, 
two of whom, captain Matthew 
Maynard and the chunky An- 
Thoby Coney, are capable of de- 
stroying attacks with their 
superlative strokeptey, and the 
ingredients are there for a se- 
rious challenge for honours. 


VCStmon Jones. 

OUT: Dam) Hemp (Wawide): Ned 
Kendnck (reQ; Akstsr Dalton (ran; Steve 
Ban** WJ); James VWtans (itf): Rotand 
Lefebvte (ret): One Gtaon. 


OVERSEAS PUYBt WtarYtxriS (MuJ- 
on and PafastanJ- 


Andy Stovota 

Andrew Symonds has jumped 
ship, opting for Australian na- 
tionality; Courtney Walsh's West 
tndfes c wnm Uments left him jua 
six weeks of the season, so the 
captain also hopped ashore: wo 
blows which the West Country 
side (fid not need. Add to that 
the ieaderehip issue, England 
wicketkeeper Jack RusseH turn- 
ing down toe opportunity to 
stand m for Walsh — as he did 
so successfully two years ago 
— which could hare had a very 
unsettling effect 
New captain Mark Aileyne 
must motivate the squad and hit 
form eariyi Replacement over- 
seass&iing. all-rounder Shaun 
MxmgoTfesmania, has a big slot 
to fin and much will depend on 
Monte Lynch and Tony Wright 
showing toe younger batsmen 
the way. Matthew Windows 
needs to produce the #>ods this 
year. The same applies to Rob 
Cunlrffe and Bobby Dawson. 

foung should be able to 
provide back-up for the talent- 
ed left-arm swing bowler Mike 
Smith. Of course, everyone will 
effect wondrous thing* of David 
Lawrence, the former England 
fostbowtec He sback five years 
after suffering a broken kneecap 
on tour with England in New 
Zealand. There is no doubt his 
county needs him, but he has 
already achieved the impossi- 
ble in getting this fac Anything 
else would be a miracle and a 
miracle may take a little longer. 

M: Omssomef Bead; Jamas Awns ; Dari 
Lawrence (tram retuemert). 
out; Andrew Symonds lAtsrafia); David 
Bodan (TM): Kswi Cooper (reo: Courtney 
Wafcfi (West Indies). 

OVERSEAS PLAYER: Shaun Young 0as- 

mans and Aunata). 



ta iwaif WCm 

l SL lStft: BAM aonai; 
h NMWestQf- 
; Captain: 

Mt\ Sttflnenson 
n- 

' Wofcoim Marshall 


lie Essex they were able to keep 
their Australian Matthew Harden, 
the prolific left-hand batsman who 
tut the fast of his 21 first-class 
hundreds on his debut, will offer 
a great deal, but he win 5tH need 
help. The captarn. John Stephen- 
son, suffered last year and a re- 
turn to form with the bans vital 
if they are to mate any headway. 

They have the promising WiD 
Kendall, who passed 500 runs 
in eight Championship appear- 
ances. the exciting Jason Laney, 
who tea just short of 1,000 runs, 
and Giles White, who began to 
make an impact late last sum- 
mer. And, of course, there is 
Robin Smith, toes’ only batsman 
to reach four figures in toe 
Championship last year. The bat- 
ting will also be shored up by 
wicketkeeper Adrian Aymes, 
who averaged more than 40 in 
addition to claiming 40 victims. 

But the bowling wants beef- 
ing up. Cardigan Connor worked 

manfully, heroically even, but he 
cannot do it all. He mil haw toe 
added distraction of this being 
his benefit season and he mil 
welcome contributions from 
Dimitri Mascarenhas. whose 
first two Championship match- 
es produced 16 wickets. James 
Bovill and Stephenson. 

That attack will also look to 
Shaun Udal for some quality' off 
spin, and hope toat slow left- 
armer Raj Maru rediscovers his 
wicket-taking ability. 

IN: Dvnm Uascarefinas; Dart Merwar. 
Matthew Swannch. 

OUT: Wlnslon Benpanun lArti0jai, Mar 
on Thurstek) iSuEsev); Ion Bottom 
(ret out rcosunun raomcdi; Scon Mor- 
ns (ren; Paul Teny (irt. 


OVERSEAS PLAYER: Matthew Hayden 
(Queensland ana Austrakai. 


[lM IDDLESEX I NORTHANTS | NOTTS 


I mi sneinn- fTfriinr 
SL 7di; BAH zonal: 
nbiWbr 2nd. 


MAsGatnre 



Last season: BAC 

16th; SL 6th; B&H 
finaiss; NatWesi 2nd. 

Captain: 

Rod Baacy 
Coach: 

John Emburey 


Last season: BAC 

17th; SL 2nd: B&H 
zonal: NatWesi la. 
Captain: 
tail Johnson 
Cricket manager: 
AlanOnrvod 


Whether they will be able to 
make this a memorable final 
season for their captain, Mike 
Getting, is questionable. The 
signing of South Africa's young 
batsman Jacques KalEis guar- 
antees them plenty of runs, but 
if Angus Fraser and Richard 
Johnson break down durir^the 
season it is hard to see where 
thevtfckdswai come from. Nat- 
urally Phfl TufheS vriD do Ms stuff 
but his slow left-arm bewdng wil 
almost certainly be required by 
England. 

The off-spin of Paul Weekes 
will be caBed upon even more 
than before, but he win need to 
double last year's tally of 25 and 
take them more economically. 
But it will give the all- rounder 
Keith Dutch a chance to show 
how well he can spin the baN, 
while Richard Fay and James 
Hewitt will be expected to 
shoulder more responsibility in 
the pace department. 

In addition to Kailis’s contri- 
bution the batting 6ne-up is awe- 
some. There is the prixfigous 
talent of Owais Shah, still at 
school. There is Gatling him seif, 
who will be looking to improve 
on last season and Mark Ram- 
prakash looking to carry on 
vtoere he left off (aeragng more 
than 50) as well as Jason Poo- 
ley, Keith Brown and Weekes, 
all capable of big scores. Mid- 
dlesex just need the bowlers to 
come off. 


IN: Aaron Uramon: Dovu lyo: Net Mar- 
tin; Andrew Snauss. 

OUT: Dton Nash (Nan Zeatercfr David Fol- 
wt (Nonharwfc *nv Wan (Sussaj; John 
Car tret); Mark Fenham imj: Ion GouJd 
(TOO. 

OVERSEAS PUYE2: Jacques Kalbs 
(WaODin Province end Soum «toa). 


The proven performer Curtly Am- 
brose has gone, but the po- 
tential is still there. The signing 
of the more youthful Pakistani 
pace bowler Mohammad Akram 
may yet bean astute move. Af- 
ter ail, they cannot get much 
worse than their 16th place in 
the Championship. The coach, 
John Emburey, made another 
astute signing over the winter, 
that of Middlesex seamer David 
Follett, who left the metropolis 
for domestic reasons. 

The county will have to take 
the plunge with their promising 
youngsters. Kwin Innes and John 
Hughes, when given the oppor- 
tunityfand the ball), must take 
it and provide support for Paul 
■Taylor. -David CapeJ and Kevin 
Curran. Similariy, Jeremy Snape 
ts a joung offsptenentfxjse po- 
tential must be utilised. 

On the batting front David 
Sales was the outstanefingyourig 
talent to emerge last year, hit- 
ting an unbeaten double hun- 
dred on his debut —the hi £iest 
score by an Englishman in his 
fust first-da ss match. Richard 
Montgomerie battled through a 
bad patch to finish on a denote 
and his dassy contributions 
with the bat should prove sig- 
nificant, as should those of Mai 
Loye. Tory Penberthy remains a 
worthy all-rounder, while David 
Ripley Is a vwcketkeeper v#io can 
bat and Russell Warren a bats- 
man who is extremely compe- 


tent behind the stumps. 

IN: Dana FoAen (MWdescxJ: Midta 
Owe* Andrew Dobson; Wehsrt Logm: 
Gnome Swann. 

OUT: Cuty Anbroae (mraiMfefc Nei Met- 
lender (rag; Andy Roberts WX »chaid «Hd 
irei). 

OVERSEAS PLAYER; MobansnedAkan 
t ta K rt purt and PaWOrrt. 


As if last season's finish was not 
bad enough, they have now lost 
the settees of Chris Calms, re- 
placed as the overseas signing 
by Pakistan’s Mohammad Za- 
hid. He is their only signing on 
toe playing side. But perhaps the 
most critical appointment from 
point of view of the manager, 
Alan Ornirod, is toat of Rounds- 
man Steve Birks. who has 
joined them from Derbyshire. 
The team vfll be looking at Birks 
to work the sort of magjc 
woven by the legendary Trent 
Bridge pitch doctor, Ron AKsopp. 

Those pitches will stffl have to 
be exploited property. The cap- 
tain, Paul Johnson, will be hop- 
ing for better totofg from his two 
apprentice slow left-armers Us- 
man Aftaal and James Hindson, 
who will be needed to support 
otd st^er Andy Afford and off- 
spinner Richard Bates. The 
arrival of former Nottinghamshire 
and England off-spinner Eddie 
Hemmings as bowling coach 
should help to sort that out 

On paper toe battingtahes care 
of itself. The reality last year was 
that on|y one man, Tim Robin- 
son, passed 1,000 Champ- 
ionship runs for the season. 

Mae is needed from John- 
son, Ashley Metcalfe and Paul 
Pollard. Matthew Dowman and 
Graeme Archer also need to con- 
solidate and look to build big in- 
nings, the pair managed just a 
centuy apiece in toe Champion- 
ship. Leaving everything to toe 
veterans is no way to progress. 

OimOwCamAMMZKMnKBotbrQup- 

man (tansi: MW ftwdhuBi MU; Joronan 
WJwnan ireo: Greg M*» fiefl: Down tameti 


OVERSEAS PLAYER: Mohammad Zahti 
iPBMnani 


WARWICKS 


W O R C S 


Loot oaosoa: BAC Bttt: 
SL 4tjr . BAH SF: 
NaJWesc 2nd. 

TVn Muraon 

Pboctof of e oa cMng 
PhD Noate 


Last swoon: BAC 7 ok 
SL 8th; BAH aonai; 
MaiWesJ 2nd 
Captain: 

Torn Moody 



LaatmasoK BACSrh: 
SL 3id; B&H SF; 
NaWfesiSF 


David Houdson 


Dbvsj Byon 

Coictc 

DougPad0M 


Batsmen are bracing them- 
selves for what may be termed 
Dtsneytime. DonaWducksvWIBt- 
ter the batting records now that 
South Africa’s test bowler Allan 
Donald is beck in action. They 
can a fford to use him sparingly 
and hope to bring on the >«jng- 

ster Darren Altree, who made 
such an impression attest the 
Pakistanis last summer. 

in fact, Warwickshire have a 

battery seamers ready and able 

to support one of the best test 
bowlers in the world. Dougie 
Brown end Graeme Wteteh are ea- 
ger for success and, in addtion, 
the new captain, Tim Munton, 
v^o will a^in be at the forefront 
of the attack, can draw on the 
experience of Gladstone SmalL 
Then there Is toe promisingieft- 
atm spkmer Ashley Giles, another 
Errand A tour success in toe 
winter. Off-spinner Nell Smith 
tasted success with bell and bat 
in all forms of the game. 

But runs will also be expect- 
ed from Ptick itolght, once he has 
recarered lufy from a broken fin- 
ger while Dominic Ostler has to 
turn some fifties into centuries. 
Trewr Ftenney would make it into 
any side for tes dazzling fieftfirfc 
but he also scores runs and was 
toe only man in toe side to pass 
1,000 Championship runs last 
sonmec Andy Motes and Mfesim 
Khan are also prolific run-gath- 
erers and David Hemp looks a 
sound signing from Glamorgan. 
H: Ed GUdkB (Suhh, tarn 199B»; ttad 
Hemp Ettmteff. 

OUR Shan Modi Otatord Saudi Afttax 
Paul Smtfh bttr, Oorrnot Reeve (reft 


Paul Smtth (reft Osmat Reave [reft 
MchauftMttawneO. 

OVBtSEAS PUICft Aten Dorati (Qarge 
Free stata «m South Atnce). 


This is a squad foil of potential. 
From Graeme Hick, who needs 
Just 10 more hundreds^ for a cen- 
tury of ftst-dass centimes, to the 
captain, Tbm Moody, who, at his 
best, cam be magnificent So 
much so toat western Aus- 
tralian not only topped toe coun- 
ty’s batting averages but also 
finished third in the bowling. 

The old pros wtfl be there: Tun 
Curtis and Phil Newport, the lat- 
ter playing In just half a dozen 
Championship pmes last sea- 
son before injury put him out of 
action, batsman David 
Leatherdale, Stuart Lampitt, 
this year's beneficiary Richard 
Illingworth the Engand slow left- 
arm bowler, and wicketkeeper 
Steven Rhode. All will be ex- 
pected to dig in for their cap- 
tain and their county. 

And they, In their turn, can 
effect help from the wannabes. 
Opener Philip Weston improved 
beyond afl recognition under tire 
guidance of tire coach. David 
Houghton. Houghton has a 
crop of burgeoning talent under 
foscare. Batsmen Reuben S^r- 
ing and vikramSotankl and pace 
bowler AJamgJr Sheriyar. The all- 
rounder Gavin Haynes is back 
after a knee Injury. 

The last three seasons have 
seen them move up from 15th 
in 3994 to seventh last yea The 
new season could be one of un- 
precedented success for Moody 
and Ns band. 

M: Bobty Qepman (Nods): Maneer Mrs 
ttuimroortad); Stephan tax isummer 
eorereeft MM&voe tBununereortreeQ; B- 
«L Wfcnn Rummer eemrecu- 
otm Mohammad Amad MX Matttw 
Ouch (reft James Rreph (rei). 

OVBSEAS PLAYER: Tom Unity (Vlteaan 
AuBreDa ana Ausoaba). 


There is little doubt that the 
White Rose county has a bloom- 
ing good chance to win some- 
thing this summer. 

They may have been thwart- 
ed in their bid to get Michael 
Slater but Darren Lehmann is not 
exactly a poor substitute with 
more than 7,000 Sheffield 
Shield runs and a first-class av- 
erage of almost 50. 

Darren Gough’s and Chris Sif- 
verwoocfB penetrative bowling wa 
more than likely be needed by 
England so they need to be 
made geat use of early on, when 
perirepspttttoesshouWbemore 
Helpful. Of course Craig White 
and Peter Hartley cot always be 
relied on to provide the neces- 
sary back-up. having taken 90 
wickets between them in the 
Championship test year. But 
there is a queue of youngsters 
ready to take over from these 
two, Alex Wharf, Gavin Hamilton 
and Paul Hutchison, who turned 
out for The Rest last season but 
is still awaiting his first-class de- 
but with the county, must seize 
every opportunity as it arises. 
Spinners Richard Stemp ana 
Michael Vaughan need to be 
more penetrative. 

The batting is studded with 
class. Vaughan and Anthony Me* 
Graih are capable of very big in- 
ning, David Byas and Martyn 
Mcmot wifl have been a little dis- 
appointed at mlsslngout on their 
1,000 Championship runs test 
time. 

W; James Hood,- Rpn RobMon. 

OUT-. Mktoei Boon JNfiw arc A^ooka); 
Mark Robinson (Sussex); Chnswptw 
Sdieoeu (reft 

OVERSEAS PLAYER: D*mn Lenmann 
Cnutti Aureate). 















Classic trial trail 

Richard Edmondson at 
Newmarket, page 26 


sport 


Coach's tale 

Dermot Reeve tells of life 
in his new role, page 28 



Top CltlbsE The new face of No 1 court unveil ed at Wimbledon 

swallow 
all £12m 
new deal 



Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT 

English rugby raised a farewell 
glass to (he dear old Courage 
League yesterday and, with just 
the merest hint of a beery 
belch, clambered aboard a new 
f 12m gravy train called the 
Allied Dunbar Premiership. 
For brewers read financial ser- 
vices, for foaming pints read 
personal protection plans, for 
the common good read naked 
iSlitism. 

Very modem, very ruthless. 
The insurance company's un- 
deniably substantial investment 
will be swallowed whole by die 
24 clubs in the top two divisions, 

Wales will play next season's 
internationals at Wembley Sta- 
dium while work continues on 
the new £114m Millennium 
Stadium in Cardiff, the WR3U 
confirmed yesterday. Wales will 
host New Zealand, Scotland 
and France at the home of Eng- 
lish football, with minor games 
against Romania, Italy and 
Canada being staged at small- 
er grounds, yet to be confirmed. 

now to be known as Allied 
Dunbar Premiership One and 
Two. No other dub will lay a fin- 
ger on the took from Reading 
and Leeds in the existing Third 
Division to Minchinhampton 
and Wotton-under-Edge in the 
direst depths of Gloucester- 
shire Four, the great hinterland 
of the rugby landscape will be 
left to fend for itselt 

Not that the movers and 
shakers of the English Rugby 
Partnership, the new manage- 
ment body charged with the or- 
ganisation and running of 
domestic competitions, will 
lose too much sleep on that 
score. Yesterday’s ratification 
ceremony was a triumph for the 
senior club activists who fought 
the Rugby Football Union to a 
standstill for a year and, as a 
result, now hold positions of 
enormous influence in the 
game. 

Indeed, if the announcement 
of Allied Dunbars three-year 
commitment signalled a great 
leap forward in the financial 
sense, it was even more striking 
as a symbol of the shift in the 
balance of power at the top end 
of the sport. While Donald 


Kerr, the chairman of ERP 
and a leading protagonist in rug- 
by's bitter ovil war, held court 
at the top table yesterday, John 
Richardson, the RFU presi- 
dent, was acting anonymously 
among the hoi poOoL 

Kim Deshayes, the ERP 
chief executive, described the 
Premiership deal as “a giant step 
forward towards a proper pro- 
fessional structure for rugby m 
the new century” and predict- 
ed that each First Division chib 
could expect £100,000 annual- 
ly direct from the Allied Dun- 
bar poL “That's treble the 
income from the existing spon- 
sorship deal with Courage,” be 
pointed out. 

But before the ink was dry on 
the contract, Kerr was warning 
the biggest-spending dubs that 
current wage levels were un- 
sustainable. “There’s not much 
we at ERP can do about over- 
inflated wages because it is il- 
legal to impose a salary cap,” 
he said. “It might be possible 
to contain salary expenditure 
within a certain proportion of 
income, but that hits the poor- 
er clubs far harder than the bet- 
ter off. The age of tbe sugar 
daddy is by no means over in 
fact. I'm not sure it will ever be 
over.” 

The best ERP estimate on 
the total money available to the 
clubs it represents next season 
- worked out on the basis of 
Allied Dunbar cash. Sky broad- 
casting revenue andfunds aris- 
ing from the Heineken and 
Pilikington Cups - is dose to 
£10m. Split between the two 
Premiership divisions on a two- 
thirdstan e-third basis, it still 
leaves a black hole in many 
balance sheets that can only be 
filled by heavy outside invest- 
ment. 

Meanwhile, the RFU will 
attempt to ease the financial 
feats of the vast majority of Eng- 
lish dubs by piecing together a 
package of small sponsorship 
deals designed specifically to 
send money trickling down to 
the grass roots. 

The first of those was secured 
this week when NPI, the pen- 
sions group, agreed to support 
the Junior and Intermediate cup 
finals at Twickenham on 3 May 
and the RFU is also hopeful 
that Coinage will continue to 
back the sport at local league 
level. 



A workman applies some finishing touches yesterday to 
Wimbledon's new No 1 Court (above), while the remains 
of the old court ace photographed for poste ri ty (right). 
The All England Chib describes the new court - which 
wffl be ready for this yea ris championships (23 June to 6 
July) - as the “younger brother” of the Centre Court and 
is keen to ensure that the new boy does not overshadow 
the original star of the show, writes John Roberts. . 

Like the Centre Court, the new No 1 Court fs four 
storeys high. “However” the Club points out, “as part 
of the stadium is countersunk into the hillside, this 
ensures the roofline is no higher than Centre Court 
and serves to underline its desired status.” 

None the less, the new buikfing is imposing and 


demands of the best, as many younger brothers da 
Only past singles champions who have won Wimbledon 
three times or more wffl be Invited to form a guard of 
honour when the Duke of Kent, the dub's president, 
conducts the opening ceremony on Monday 23 June. 

Circular in plan, and drawing inspiration from the 
original design of the Centre Court, the new No 1 
Court wffl have a ppr o xima tely lljOOO dear-view seats, 
4,500 more than the old No 1 Court, which was closed 
last September: Since then, the North Stand and the 
Lower West Open Stand of the old No 1 Court have 
been demolished, and the area wffl be cordoned off for 
this year’s championships Photographs: David Ashdown 
Wimbledon prize-money increases, page 27 


England claim victory over Germany 





Football 

RUPERT METCALF 

Football Association officials 
flew back to England last night 
convinced that they had 
emerged victorious from the lat- 
est round of their World Cup 
conflict with Germany and 
Uefa. European football's gov- 
erning body. 

The FA’s five-strong delega- 


tion met Uefa executives in 
Geneva to put their case for be- 
ing given the right to bid against 
Germany for the 2006 World. 
Qip. After tbe discussions it was 
clear that Uefa was backtrack- 
ing from its February assertions 
that it bad already committed 
itself to the German bid 
Two months ago, Uefa’s gen- 
eral secretary, Gerhard Aigner, 
sent the HA a fax informing it 
of official Uefa backing for 


Germany’s bid, which is head- 
ed by Franz Beckenbauer. 
That brought a furious re- 


bo th major political party lead- 
ers,^ with the EA pledging to fight 
for the right to stage the World 
Cup for the first time in 40 years. 

While Uefa reaffirmed yes- 
terday that it did want to sup- 
port only one candidate, its 
executive committee admitted 
that England did have every 


right to submit a bid That was 
seen as a success by the FA. 
whose director of public affairs, 
David Davies, said: “We're fly- 
ing home with a very positive at- 
titude because we feel our 
position has been vindicated” 
Uefa is now unlikely to back ei- 
ther bid until late next year. 

Chelsea have announced a 
four-year multi-nulfioD pound 
sponsorship deal with the car 
windscreen company, Auto- 


■> - 

glass. Barry Home has stepped 
sown as the captain of Wales, 
but will still be available for se- 
lection to the national side. 

•. Gary McAllister, the Coven- 
try midfielder, is in line to win 
his 50th cap for Scotland in the 
World Cup qualifier against 
. Sweden in Gothenburg later 
this month, while the Hibern- 
ian goalkeeper Jim Leighton is 
due make hrs 78th appearance 
for his country, becoming the 


second most-capped Scot after 
Kenny Dalglish. 

SCOTLAND SXHD (WWW Cup quaMWr v Sw*- 
dwi. GommtaifE, 30 AprB): Lutsttan «■ 
bemom, Home .Moim-W'i" SaUhM 
iWmtDedofii. Boyd \CvtUJ. Bnfls> ifw,v, 
CaUmaod iTunumr- CoHns .v.-mw F«r. 
0non lErfrtoni, cuOachar .PfcjcVMrnv Own* 
imHI iNomtfwn Hendry ,KjcNDur t.. 0 

jBckaoa iMBerwHi ., Lambert iBauuu pot 
rrumn. B McAWstw .Acrjuctxm'. 0 McABB- 
ter (Cmnoti. MtCota nyr-A MeGM# 
l Bolton'. T Me Kin toy nXV-. B McKMay 
iBUcUwm. McLaren .rLsvyrp. McStay 

More football, page 27 
Villa cheer City, page 21 
Business Diary, page 25 
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4 Actual achievement en- 
compassed by English 
writer abandoning English 


Australia keep faith 
with talismanic Taylor 


ACROSS 

I Warning Doc, along with 
Sleepy, to be very bored? 
14.5.5) 

9 Bet one means to keep for 
future use (3.4) 

1U Exhaust oily stuff that is 
found around half of Gulf 

(7) 

II He up space, on reflection 

(4) 

12 Hard to follow miluaty 
leader's simple act (5) 

13 “Name" witn a following is 
irredeemably inferior (*f) 

16 Dickv or Mike's annovmg 
0) ‘ 

17 Marine company backing 
European one, 1 see (7) 

18 Comfortable after returning 
sought-after report (7) 

21 Edition of booL one in un- 
used condition, with price 


written inside (7) 

23 Dance party in Gravesend 
„ (4) 

24 Good selection in skin 

treatment (5) 

25 Staunch good fellow has 
backed me (4) 

28 Damage roughly, taking 
end off crane (7j 

29 Fashionable inarticulate 
singing on one note - 
that's cruel (7) 

30 Acting sneakier has signifi- 
cant conclusions, we hear 
a 5) 

DOWN 

1 Money-lender’s reserved a 
form of security (7) 

2 Farm animals run away 
from birds (4) 

3 I meant to dance round at 
an unpredictable moment 

(7) 


5 Very interested in power- 
less horse (4) 

6 Fix English weather? (7) 

7 I'm clambering wildly, 
trapping foot in metal 
structure (8,5) 

8 Those producing records 
will be justified By this ele-. 
ment of comedy (7, 6) 

14 Cries of surprise sent up in 
disturbance (3-2) 

15 Beautiful valley, not en- 
tirety tame (5) 

19 Most of mission about 
Bible turned up in part of 
Spain. (7) 

20 Chap, sailor, one of five 

21 Impose new cut in film af- 
ter if s sent round (7) 

22 This auakms unset the 


Cricket 

DEREK PRINGLE 


The first serious salvo of this 
summer may still be a month 
away, but Australia have de- 
clared their squad of combat- 
ants. Once more they are to be 
led by their thoughtful and in- 
spirational captain. Mark Tay- 
lor, ending speculation that he 
would be ten behind to groove 
his golf swing. Seventeen play- 
ers have been named, including 
the opening batsman Michael 
Slater, Yorkshire’s overseas 
signing until the call of more 
glorious matters beckoned. 

It is barmy that some of us 
even entertained the possibili- 
ty that Taylor’s job was under 
threat He is comfortably the 
best Test captain around and, al- 
though his personal form is 
the scratchiest of his career -he 
has not reached 50 in his last 20 
innings - he keeps leading his 
side to victory. 

Taylor, speaking in Sydney 
yesterday, said: “It is a rebel It s 
just nice to be on another Aus- 
tralian team. Going as captain 
is something very special.” 


However, the appointment of 
Steve Wmgh as vice-captain 
over Ian Healy, the previous 
holder, will clearly indicate to 
TkyJor that a long-term re- 
placement is being lined up 
should his bad trot continue. 

The appointment ofWaugb, 
now 31, has not pleased Healy, 
who said be considered the 
move to be “a minor personal 
blow”. But if England are hop- ' 
ing to make any currency out of 
the situation, Healy, who was 
banned for two One-day match- 
es in South Africa for throwing 
his bat, quiddy dosed ranks, say- 
ing: “In good teamsthe personal 
never gets in the way of team 
goals.” His understudy will be 
Adam Gilchrist, a young keep- 
er himself being touted as a fu- 
ture leader of his country. 

The only other surprise is the 
omission of Paul ReiffeL, who 
bowled sowell here four years 
ago. The Victorian seam and 
swing bowler has been suffer- 
ing from injury. In his absence, 
the selectors have been im- 
pressed by Andrew Bichel, a 
stocky, bustling 26-year-old 
paceman from Queensland. 

He, along with Glenn Mc- 


Grath and Jason Gillespie, will 
form the front-line seam attack, 
while Brecdon Julian and 
Mkhad Kasprowta, : wifa coun- 
ty cricket experience at Surrey 
and Essex respectively, will pro- 
vide the support. 

Shane Warae will bowl the 
bulk of the spin, with Michael 
Bevan offering a less reliable 
mirror image of the blond Vic- 
torian’s stupendous talents. 
Mark Waugh can bow] either 
off-spin or seam whenever the 
situation dictates and is the 
stylish end of a batting line-up 
chock-a-block with runs. With 
Healy coming in as low as No 
8, England’s bowlers can IUr-af- 
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Tibrkshire yesterday signed Dar- 
ren l-rfinjan", the Australian 
left-hander, as their replace- 
ment overseas player following 
Michael Slater’s inclusion in the 
Australian touring party. 

Surrey have opted not to 
chase a replacement for Bren- 
don Julian, who is also in the 
squad. They say they are hap- 
py to rely on their up and com- 
mg^oungstere. 

Glamorgan intend to have 
Waqar Younis, the Pakistan fast 
bowler, back fa Cardiff within the 


' next 10 days to assess the injury 
their overseas signing picked 
up fa Sri Lanka yesterday- 
Waqar was initially reported 
as suffering from a stress frac- 
ture of the left ankle that would 
keep him oat of action for a min- 
imum of six weeks. But in- 
quiries by the county indicate the 
problem is not as serious as was 
nna feared and relates to tbe toe, 
not the ankle. Glamorgan’s sec- 
retary, Mike Fatkin, admitted be 
was still “’concerned”. 
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theyhadatHeadingleym 1989, 
when Australia notched up 601. 

Presuming Taylor continues 
to open, the tourists may pair 
him with the re-instated Slater, 
while the left-handed Matthew 
Elliott comes in at No 3. Elliott, 
who began his Tfest career ner- 

voudy. has expanded his stroke- 

play to the extent that he was 
last seen bashing Allan Donald 
■ and co all over the Wanderers. 

If the front end has its flaws, ’ 
however, the middle-order 
more than covers tire cracks. 
Waugh, Waugh, Bevan and 
Blewett may sound like a firm 
of accountants, but England's 
bowlers will have to get through 
them time after time if their 
batsmen do not want to be fac- 
ing a large deficit on die balance 
sheet by die time the second in- 
nings starts. 
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lor fl«ai Soum Wtfas. cmxbM, sgs 3% T«da 

MJ State (NSW, 27. S4l: M Tfi BDott {Ve- 
toria. 25. &): J Ltte0r 0Maam ftcbdKL 26, 
8); RTPontWfTasrsna. 22. 6£M E Waugh 
(NSW. 3S, 63); 8 S Bmatt iSoum fcmafea. 
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2X- S o Mearaa (NSW, 27. 2 »; J N fflte- 
spfe (NSW. 23. 5): B P JbBh (IMA, 26. 7); A 
e detest Wk McksAMpBr- 24. 03; M S 
KMprmia (Queensland. 25. 2». 
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